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Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
 

870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 
 

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make 
sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please 
read: Psalm 25 
 
Our Lenten wilderness journey began this past Ash Wednesday evening. With the year 
2020 behind us, we now face a new year of challenges in 2021. Unfortunately,2021 seems 
to be shaping up to be another troublesome year filled with disappointment, physical loss, 
emotional pain, and hateful rhetoric that fills the airwaves and social media. As I consid-
ered this year, I thought about how we should chart our course in this season of Lenten 
preparation. There are many voices in this world stirring the pot of hatred and division. But 
sometimes those voices are shouting from within our own lives. Perhaps we've experienced 
a hopelessly damaged relationship, financial losses, even an illness or injury that has per-
manently affected our lives in a very negative way. So, where do we turn? In times like 
these, we need to turn to God's Word! 
 
There is a neat story about a neuroscientist by the name of Sue Barry. It would seem that 
Sue Barry "wore a hat with a magnet in it every time she went out. No, she wasn't trying to 
attract stray bits of metal or deflect impulses from UFOs. Barry was hoping it would help 
her improve her sense of direction, which had always been poor. Barry's husband, who is 
also a scientist, rigged up the magnetic hat and set it so that it buzzed every time she turned 
north. After wearing the hat around town, she began to anticipate not just which way north 
was, but also 'how things connect,' she says. She eventually swapped her buzzing magnetic 
hat for a smartphone app, also developed by her husband, that vibrates when facing north. 
But with either device, it was worth the effort. She began associating certain streets and 
landmarks with north due to the cues from the hat and the phone. From there, she could 
make connections about which streets were parallel and which ones intersected. Barry's 
direction-finding skills improved. In effect, she disproved the common notion that you can't 
develop a sense of direction. The ability to associate frequently traveled streets and high-
ways with visible cues is called "cognitive mapping." Some of us are better at our sense of 
direction and orientation than others, but we all can do it.   
 
The 25th Psalm reminds me of where our navigational skills for life should be coming 
from!  
 
Let's take a look at the Lord's GPS and see if we can't get some guidance from the twenty-
fifth Psalm of David! It is unknown when this Psalm of David was written, but David was 
so frequently in trouble that it could have been at any one of several points in his life. May-
be you can relate to that feeling too! As the Psalm opens, David proclaims His trust for 
God and gives his life to the Lord God of Israel. This trusting, or waiting, as some transla-
tions say it, is not some static waiting. The waiting that David is referring to has an active 
component as well. It means that once the path has been revealed, we must actively pursue 
that path that leads to God's righteousness, salvation, and future hope of glory. 
 
Let's focus on two of the verse that stuck out to me. Psalm 25:4-5 "Show me the right path, 
O Lord; point out the road for me to follow. 5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you 
are the God who saves me. All day long I put my hope in you." 

 
 



  

The Preschool 2 class at First United Methodist 
Church Child Development Center made blessing 
bags to be passed out along with the meals served at 
FUMC Stewpot. Donations from parents and a         
T-shirt fundraiser by Natasha Moreau funded the 24 
bags that included a positive message and scripture, 
thick winter socks, hats, and gloves, water, basic first 
aid, wipes, toothbrushes, peppermints, and toiletries. 
Students learned they could use their gifts of service 
to bless others with much needed items to help get 
them through the cold winter season. FUMC CDC 
Preschool 2 teachers are Sydney Castleberry and  
Angela Moss. Students presented the bags to Mr. 
George, one of the FUMC Stewpot cooks. Students 
from L to R are Ava Riddle, Ainsleigh Castleberry, 
Coleton Lewis, Parks Epperson, Weston Roberson, 
Bash Talley, and Brianna Briggs. Not pictured:    
Owen Watson and Abel Jean 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  
Thank you for this beautiful snow and the reminder that our sins are 
washed as white as snow.  We ask you to purge us with hyssop, and 
we shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Nothing stains our lives like sin and you forgive and forget and  
banish it, never to be spoken of again.  We are washed clean by your 
grace and mercy. 
 

Thank you Lord for PURITY 
 

That everyone who thus hopes in You PURIFIES himself as You are 
pure. (1 John 3:3) 
 

We can love one another earnestly from a PURE heart because you 
have purified our souls. (1 Peter 1:22) 
 

When we cleanse ourselves from the dishonorable, we can be ves-
sels for your use. (2 Timothy 2:21) 
 

You create PURE hearts in us and right spirits . (Psalm 51:10) 
 

It is written you shall be holy because I am holy. (1 Peter 1:16) 
 

If we confess our sins, you cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
(1 John1:9) 
 

Blessed are the PURE in heart, for they shall see God. 
(Matthew 5:8) 
Lord, we repent of anything that dishonors you and falls short of 
your glory.  Thank you for washing away every sin in us with your 
precious blood that make us as white as snow. 
 

Thank you for making us new, for forgiving us even when we can’t 
forgive ourselves, and that when we come to Jesus, we become  
innocent and pure in your eyes.  
In Jesus name, Amen. 

God's path and ways are not the most obvious paths to follow, or David would have known them. Instead, David asks God to teach him 
this divine path. So how can we best learn these paths?  
 

Prayer — Prayer is our primary means of communicating with God. Yes, God communicates with us through His Word, the Holy 
Spirit, and other believers in Christ Jesus. But prayer is that time we dedicate to speaking to God and listening to the still, 
small voice of the Holy Spirit for guidance and direction. "Why pray when God already knows our problems, worries, and 
woes?" I have found that prayer didn't always change my painful situations, but prayer has changed me. I believe that's why 
God calls us to pray. It is also a sign of faith that moves us to pray, with the belief that God will hear and answer our prayers. 

 

Make a spiritual "cognitive map" for your Lenten journey and beyond. All of us have visible landmarks that remind us when 
and where to turn to reach our physical destinations. Similarly, we need "spiritual landmarks" to remind us where to turn to 
keep ourselves on course toward God. There are seemingly innocent twists and turns in life that can lead us to places we would 
never want to go to, but God can lead us to safe places and safe people if we would only listen. There is a spiritual practice 
known as "Lectio Divina," or literally divine reading. Lectio Divina is a way of becoming immersed in the Scriptures in a very 
personal and intimate way. (a) Heart Preparation — You begin by preparing your heart and mind before God with a prayer 
for readiness to hear the Word of the Lord. Be in a quiet place, if at all possible. This is not necessary, but some like to use a 
candle for focus and relaxation. (b) Lectio means reading a passage of Scripture — Take verse 4 from this morning's passage 
as a super short example. "Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for me to follow." Ask yourself, What words 
stick in that verse stick out? What images come to your mind? (c) Reread the same verses and reflect on what you've just read 
— What do you think God is saying to you in this passage? What response does it call for in your life? (d) Oratio 
(response) — After a third reading, our response can be through further prayer or writing down our own thoughts and impres-
sions. (e) Contemplatio (rest) — If you can do it, take some time to neither pray, nor meditate upon or even analyze what you 
just read. Just be quiet before the Lord and listen for His still, small voice of comfort and guidance. 
 

Fasting — One of the best known and least performed of the Christian spiritual disciplines is fasting. There are several different 
ways to approach this spiritual discipline. (a) You can fast totally from food, but not water, for a set period of hours or days.  
(b) You can skip a meal if you are safe to medically do so. (c) Or you can go forward as the Lord leads you! 

 

You don’t have to wear a magnetic hat, carry around an unwieldy fold-out map, or even use a GPS device. Prayer, Scripture study, and 
fasting are some of the finest tools we have that God has given us to guide you on your Lenten journey.  
 

So remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!                                                                                    Pastor Gary 



  

 
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AT HOME 
 

The Wedding at Cana                      February 21-27, 2021 

 

Read together:  “The Wedding at Cana” (pages 410-415) in the 
Spark Story Bible). You might read John 2:1-11 in your Bible 
or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Jesus did things on earth that helped people to see the power of 
God.  What is one time when you saw the power of God? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Have you heard of any other miracles that Jesus did?  Or do you 
remember any from the Bible?  When have you seen the power 
of God? 
 
Family Blessing 
We know that Jesus really did miracles because many people 
saw Him perform miracles. Some of his followers wrote it 
down so that everyone would know about it.   
[Family member’s name], you are a special creation of God.  
You are a blessing.   

2/1 Pam McDonald 2/16 Sharon Hester 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 02/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 02/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 02/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 02/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 02/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 02/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Kelli Barnhart 02/25 Rusty McDonald 

2/14 Ashley Dingman 02/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 02/29 Parks Epperson 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Jesus Feeds 5,000               February 28-March 6, 2021 

 

Read together:  “Jesus Feeds 5,000” (pages 426-431) in the 
Spark Story Bible). You might read John 6:1-14 in your Bible 
or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Jesus used this miracle to show us that God can use anyone to 
do special things.  How can God use you to help others? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
In this story, Jesus used a boy’s lunch to perform a miracle 
that helped thousands of people.  How might God use you to 
help others? 
 
Family Blessing 
Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.”  That means just as we 
need food to eat, we need Jesus in our lives.   
[Family member’s name], God can use you to help other  
people.  You are a blessing.   



“BREATHE AGAIN” 

SUNDAY EVENING 
 5:30 p.m. 

Bible Study Lead by  
Pastor Gary Maskell 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 25 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor (everyone) 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:00 PM EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY (Chapel) 
    4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
    5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY—”BREATHE AGAIN” ZOOM 
    5:30 PM ADULT’S AND CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 
MONDAY, MARCH 1 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 2 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
  February 
  7th Family (9:00)            34  
 Sun. School (9:35)       20  
 Sanctuary (10:45)        24    $9,530.00    
14th       Family (9:00)               21 
               Sun. School (9:35)       16 
               Sanctuary (10:45)        23  
21st        All church services were cancelled due to  
                inclement weather 
     Total deposit for Feb. 14 and 21 
                                                                              $9,726.00 

CONGRATULATIONS TO    

      BOY SCOUT TROOP 32 EAGLE SCOUT  

Jake Nielsen 
Son of Bill Nielsen and Lynne Stratton 

 

Tanner Nielsen 
Son of Bill Nielsen and Lynne Stratton 

 

Ethen Franks 
Son of Dr. Jason and Tara Franks 


