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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           February 23, 2022   

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Kingdom Language 
  
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to  " hear "it in a 
very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! Please read Luke Luke  72:6-

83 . If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon (Kingdom 
Language) in the Magnolia Messenger. 
 
I’ve just started reading a great book by Dr. Gary Chapman entitled, “The Five 
Love Languages — The Secret to Love That Lasts.” Chapman’s book was orig-
inally written to help couples discover the way to stay in love with each other. 
Chapman wrote that there can be different “Love Languages”  that best speak 
to our partners. Chapman theorized that people tend to naturally give love in 
the way they prefer to receive love. He believes that better communication be-
tween couples can be accomplished when one person can show caring to the 
other person by “speaking” the love language that best resonates with them.  
 
Let me ask you, “As a believer in Christ Jesus, what love language do you 
speak to others, the language of the world or the language of the Kingdom of 
God?” Jesus’ disciples already knew the language of the world from their own 
life experiences. We also know that language. Although Jesus’ disciples were 
still in the kingdom of the world and knew its language, they were no longer of 
it. In Colossians 1:13 Paul writes, “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son….” Still being in 
the world yet living in the Kingdom of God, the disciples needed to learn the 
language of God’s Kingdom, and truth be told, we also need to be reminded by 
hearing these extremely challenging words again too! 
 
As our passage opens, Jesus was addressing His disciples and those within ear-
shot of Him with a curious phrase, “But to you who are willing to listen….” As 
soon as he said that, He dropped the bomb of the day when He said, “…. love 
your enemies! Do good to those who hate you. :3 Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who hurt you.”  Say what, Lord? That can’t be what Jesus 
meant!  Sorry, but it is! Love my enemies? Do good to those who hate me? 
Bless those who curse me? Pray for those who hurt me? Sure thing, Lord, I’ll 
pray down fire from heaven like Elijah did for the prophets of Baal!  
 
Of the three words for “love” in the New Testament, the one used in this verse 
is agape. Agape speaks of an active feeling of kindness towards another person. 
It’s pretty obvious that we can’t love our enemies in the same way that we love 
our family and friends. That would be weird, creepy, and unnatural! As great as 
emotional love can be, agape is more action than it is an emotion. That is, de-
spite our gut feelings, we are to seek the good of others, even if they are stink-
ers, in our humble opinions.  
 

 



I’ll skip a few, but let’s take a brief stroll through these challenging words of Jesus and we’ll see how 
we’re doing… (1) “If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also.” I won’t go into the 
grisly specifics, this was quite the offense back in the day to turn the other cheek! (2) “If someone de-
mands your coat, offer your shirt also.” How about a modern-day example. You catch someone steal-
ing your car stereo.  They start to run and you chase them screaming, “Come back, you forgot the 
speakers! (3) “Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get 
them back.” If you actively do this, can I borrow your car? (4) “And if you lend money only to those 
who can repay you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full re-
turn.” Are there any bankers here working under this philosophy? If so, let’s chat after the service! 
 

Rather than go through every word and action that Jesus calls us to live out, let me share a story about 
young man who lived a life such as Jesus spoke about in our passage for this morning. This young man 
was the youngest of a whole bunch of brothers. As a side-note, I didn’t have any brother or sisters, but 
I’ve heard that there is often a great deal of rivalry between siblings. Each one trying to outdo the other. 
Well, this family was no different. These brothers were trying to catch the eye and love of their father. 
In this particular family the younger brother won the father’s affection hands down. It wasn’t even 
close!  The youngest brother was dad's favorite son and all the other brothers knew it and it made them 
very jealous and mad. It ate at them so much that it eventually grew into a vicious hatred that boiled into 
near homicide. With their hatred at a fever pitch, the older brothers schemed together to get rid of the 
thorn in their side, their younger brother. One day, they drove their brother out of town and away from 
their family so he could never come back home. There in this distant city, he would be away from his 
father’s love and everything he came to know and love his entire life. Unfortunately for this young man, 
things didn't get any easier for him. He found a job but it wasn't long after he was in his new position 
that his boss accused him of a crime he didn't commit. He was thrown into prison and after serving his 
time in the clink, he got out and started to rebuild his life. In his new job, he started to make a name for 
himself. He rose up through the ranks and was promoted into a high government position. Many years 
later, a great disaster struck the older brothers and their family business. The only way they could get 
any help was from a government sponsored program that was run by none other than their younger 
brother.  What a turn of events, if I do say so! So on the day of their greatest need, when there was no 
hope, they found themselves standing in an office looking across a desk at their youngest brother. 
 

[Can you just imagine the amount of hatred and anger and resentment that must have been building up 
for years in this younger brother? Now these hate-filled stinkers were standing before him and he's the 
only one who can help them.] “Oh goody,” some of us might have uttered under our breaths! Now, he 
finally had the chance to pay them back for his years of suffering and abandonment. He could now ruin 
their lives as much as they had temporarily ruined his life. What would you do? Pay them back with in-
terest? Hmmm? That's what the brothers expected and they were shaking in their boots! They thought 
this was the end and now he was going to repay them for all the bad things they did to him. But, in spite 
of all the pain and rejection the young man had faced because of his brothers’ betrayal, he did 
something completely unexpected. He showed them grace, love, and mercy by forgiving his brothers. 
Not only that, but the young man Joseph welcomed them, helped them, and loved them! As you’ve pro-
bably guessed, I’ve taken some artistic license with this Old Testament story, but if you’d like to read 
the specifics about this young man’s life, you can read about it in Genesis 45. Joseph’s response was not 
a natural response, at least for many folks. I believe that God touched his heart and turned it from any 
thoughts of vengefulness to one of grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness. 
 

Luke 6:27-38 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to those who 
hate you. :3 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you.” 
 

— In a world that says, “Do unto others before they do unto you!”  Jesus says, “Do to others as you 
would have them do to you!” Luke 6:31 
 

— In a world that says, “Hate your enemies!”  Jesus says,“Love your enemies!” 
 

— Dr. Gary Chapman said, “Love doesn’t erase the past, but it makes the future different.” 
 

Living this radical life of love is speaking God’s language of love, with love being the universal lan-
guage understood by all! We are ambassadors of Christ Jesus. An ambassador is a representative of the 
one who sent him or her. As we close, my question for you is, “Are you an ambassador who represents 
God’s Kingdom by speaking His language of love, grace, and mercy or are you speaking the language 
of the world?”  Choose wisely and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 

Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES 
February 2022: Trust God 

 

Love God and Love Others 
 

Read together. 
The Ten Commandments (pp. 36-37).  You might also 
read Exodus 20:1-20 in your Bible or at biblegate-
way.com.   
 
Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the sto-
ry.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from his or 
her heart and mind. 
 
Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
What is something you noticed for the first time in this 
story?  What are you wondering about?  What did this 
story help you learn about loving God and loving others?   
 
Share a morning blessing.   
Today, love God.  Show love, respect, and kindness to oth-
ers.  Be a blessing 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 2/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 2/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 2/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 2/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 2/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 2/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 2/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 2/29 Parks Epperson 

2/16 Sharon Hester   

“Provide and Protect 2022” Seminar  
Methodist Foundation for Arkansas 

 

A 90-minute seminar (zoom) hosted by the Founda-
tion to address issues surrounding estate planning in 

local churches.  

Focus Group options: 
Monday, February 28, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 2, 10 - 11:00 am 

Wednesday, March 2 
6:00 p.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Roger Guevara 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/ Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  11:00 PM LIFESHARE BLOOD DRIVE (FUMC PARKING LOT) 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 1 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:15 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00 PM ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE (SANCTUARY) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, MARCH 3 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MARCH 4 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
February 6    $16,863.00                  
 Sunday School (9:15)     35   
 Sanctuary (10:15)            84   
February  13    $18,435.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)     34  
 Sanctuary (10:15)            86 
February 20              $7,707.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      33 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             82 

LifeShare Blood Drive 

Monday, February 28 
11:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
FUMC Parking Lot 

Thank you to all the volunteers that provided a 
snack supper to the youth group on Sunday even-
ing.  They are Jennifer Hubbard, Deborah and 
Steve Nipper, Whitney Whitelaw, Harriet and 
Larry Franks, Elizabeth and Floyd Tye.  If you 
are interested in providing a snack supper, con-
tact Bailey McCook,  870-299-8212. 

The Caring Place will begin to open each 

Tuesday beginning March 1 from 

10:00—2:00 p.m. They will continue to 

be open on Thursday’s at their regular 

time. 


