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Luke 6:17-26 And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd 
of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and 
from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their 
diseases, 18 as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were 
healed. 19 And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him 
and healed them all. (NKJV)

[The Beatitudes]

20 Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said:
“Blessed are you poor,

For yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,

For you shall be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now,

For you shall laugh.
22 Blessed are you when men hate you,

And when they exclude you,
And revile you, and cast out your name as evil,

For the Son of Man’s sake.
23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!

For indeed your reward is great in heaven,
For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

[Jesus Pronounces Woes]

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
For you have received your consolation.

25 Woe to you who are full,
For you shall hunger.

Woe to you who laugh now,
For you shall mourn and weep.

26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

Our weekly lectionary texts often leave us with a gap between biblical accounts, so 
this morning we will quickly fill in those gaps. We'll do so with a Reader's Digest 
version of the events between Luke 5 and Luke 6:17-26.

Last week, we saw Jesus expanding His teaching and preaching through the region of 
Galilee. Knowing that the task was great and that He needed faithful followers to carry 
on preaching the Good News, He began calling disciples to Himself. They were to 
learn and grow together until they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry on after 
Jesus went back to glory.

In between these passages, Jesus healed a man of leprosy. He healed another man who 
was paralyzed. Not only that, but He forgave that same man his sins. But instead of 
this miracle serving as a sign to the Pharisees, they accused Him of blasphemy. After 
more negative encounters with the Pharisees, the seeds of their hatred towards Jesus 
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Across 

1. He was born on FEBRUARY 
22ND, 1732: Happy Birthday Mister 
Pwezident!
7. Prez hubby of First Lady Rosalynn
10. Frost
14. President who used to be an actor
15. Medieval Money
16. "Waterloo" pop group
17. Scottish "out"
18. First Lady who used her maiden 
name prior to her hubby becoming 
President
20. It'll turn "Car" into Debbie and 
Eddie's daughter
21. White House cook for the President
23. A President most often becomes a 
President via ___ election
24. "Funn" Finisher
26. Rapper Cool J
28. Sci-___
29. The President's desk ___ in the 
Oval Office
30. Certain record label
31. That is, for short
32. This President drafted the 
Declaration of Independence in 1776
37. Utilizing
39. Disapproving interjection
40. ___ and Behold!
41. Moniker in Montréal
43. Cestacean
44. Topeka's locale on an env.

45. Computer store items, briefly
46. Sicilian Volcano: Mount ___a
48. "Ouch!"
50. "Evil Woman" gr.
52. List-ender
55. Blood factor letters
56. On Tap in a Tavern
57. President's yearly speech: State 
of the ___ Address
59. He served as President twice, 
but not twice in a row
62. Presidential Primary Place, 
Punily
63. British Bathroom
65. "Sylvan" Suffix
66. Kenzaburo the Writer
67. "Black Sabbath" Singer (initials)
68. Arms limitation treaty signed by 
the President at #14A and USSR 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, in 1987
69. Maritime province in Canada, for 
short
70. Seize the Day!: Carpe ___!
73. Bundle of Dough
75. Skin art
78. Heard in a Herd
80. Floating ice mass
81. Medical insurance plan, briefly
82. This President's middle initial is 
"S"
84. Soft creamy cheese
85. One: German
86. Assembly that can conduct a 
Trial of Impeachment against a 

President

Down 

1. Miracle-___: Lawn care product
2. Assoc. that Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill worked for
3. A President must take an ___ when being sworn in as 
President
4. Initials of the star of "An Officer and a Gentleman" (1982)
5. This President was succeeded by Vice-President Arthur in 
1881
6. Lanois' rock production partner, occasionally
7. There have been two Presidents with this surname
8. Sinn Fein's military wing, for short
9. This First Lady was the wife of the President at #33D
10. He's the 23rd President and he is the candidate who the 
President at #59A lost the election to in 1889
11. Kimono sash
12. This Prez was born in a log cabin on February 12th, 1809 in 
Hardin County (now Larue County) in Kentucky
13. Dorm job
19. Presidential Platform
22. It'll make "ervescent" bubbly
25. Flightless in Australia
27. Branch
32. Presidential monogram
33. This President was the Supreme Commander of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force and he launched the Invasion of Normandy 
(June 6th, 1944) during Word War II
34. Sante completer
35. Presidential and Political Matriarch
36. Certain reply
38. Atomic #77
42. Television Tycoon Griffin
45. The 30th President of the United States
47. This President was related to Eleanor and Franklin
49. The President at #1A ___ Martha Dandridge Custis on 
January 6th, 1759
51. Romantic Chinese poet who lived from c.700 - c.762: ___ Po
53. "Magnolia" (1999) co-star (initials)
54. The name Lewinsky will forever be linked to this President
56. "Winnie-the-Pooh" (1926) author Milne
57. Predecessor of due, tre...
58. Certain response
60. Certain direction
61. Flowery garland
64. Heard on the Presidential Campaign Trail: "Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I introduce to you, the future President ___ United 
States of America!" Clap! Clap! Clap!
71. Jane Austen's 1816 story
72. Palace Protector
74. Second hubby for Presidential First Lady Jackie
76. French Friend
77. It'll turn "cl" into Blood Blockages
79. Small number
80. Legendary Blues Guitarist King
83. Prior to being President, George Bush was the U.S. 
Ambassador to this organization
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Messiah in the Passover — CHOSEN PEOPLE — PRESIDENT’S INTRODUCTION

Fortunately, God has 
blessed us with a 
dedicated Board, a 
staff of seasoned 
servants of Messiah 
and a contingent of 
young people, who 
a d d t r e m e n d o u s 

vitality and vision through which the entire Mission 
is energized. It seems that the Lord is honoring our 
commitment because our work is expanding at a 
rapid pace. We are finding that Jewish people across 
the globe are becoming more and more receptive to 
the Gospel as the Lord opens their hearts and minds 
to the life-giving message of Jesus the Messiah.

Our present growth is built upon the strong 
foundation established by the founders of Chosen 
People Ministries. In 1892, Rabbi Leopold Cohn, a 
recent immigrant to New York City from Hungary, 
was walking on the Lower East Side of Manhattan 
among thousands of other new Jewish immigrants 
when he heard a Jewish preacher proclaiming the 
Gospel in the Yiddish language. Rabbi Cohn stopped 
to speak with this man and eventually gave his heart 
to the Messiah. After receiving his theological 
training and leading his wife, Rose, to the Lord, 
Rabbi Cohn established the Brownsville Mission to 
the Jews. From these humble beginnings, Chosen 
People Ministries now serves the Jewish people all 
over the world.

I am grateful for our heritage. Yet I also am able to 
rejoice that in many ways, Chosen People Ministries 
is now more vital than ever. We have changed some 
of our means of communication – I like to joke that 
Rabbi Cohn probably did not have as effective a 
website as we do today – but in the midst of change 
and utilizing modern technology, we continue to 
hold fast to the rabbi’s vision of evangelizing and 
discipling Jewish people worldwide.

Our core doctrinal position has not changed in more 
than a century. We believe with all our hearts that the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God and that Jesus is 

Volume 4 Issue 08

the promised Messiah of Israel – and that the simple 
message of His death and resurrection has the power to 
transform the lives of Jews and Gentiles.
Our international headquarters is located in the heart of 
New York City. This also happens to be within half a 
mile of the United Nations and the headquarters of 
dozens of worldwide Jewish organizations. This is most 
fitting because it is our most fervent prayer to God – as 
it was the Apostle Paul’s – that Israel might be saved 
and fully realize its calling to be a “light unto the 
nations.”

We have a great heritage and a bright future because 
God is faithful! With your prayers and partnership, we 
hope to keep proclaiming the Gospel until we see Him 
face to face.

For Zion’s sake,

Dr. Mitch Glaser
President, Chosen People Ministries

Crossword Solution — President’s Day
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were beginning to sprout.

As our passage opens, we see that Jesus had just descended from a mountain with His disciples. [Which mountain they 
descended from is a point of disagreement among scholars.] As Jesus and company descended, a multitude of people 
from all of Judea and Jerusalem had come to hear Jesus teach, be cleansed of unclean spirits, and be healed of their 
various diseases. Jesus and His disciples stopped on a flat area of land. I believe they sensed His supernatural power, 
and so they wanted to touch Him, just as the woman with the issue of blood reached out and touched the hem of His 
garment. As the crowd surrounded Him, Luke reports that Jesus' divine power healed them all!   

Here is where we see an interesting transitional moment in this event. Jesus begins to preach some words that sound 
very familiar to our ears. If you remember the "Sermon on the Mount" and "The Beatitudes," you will notice that this 
is a variation on that passage. These verses are part of a more extensive section of Scripture known as the "Sermon on 
the Plain." No, that's not a plane like Delta, TWA, or American Airlines. A plain is just a flat expanse of land. This 
would be a suitable area to preach to such a large number of people.  

Verse 20 continues, “Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples….” And began to teach them a variation on the 
Beatitudes, adding four blessings and four woes or sorrows. By the way, the word "Blessed" can also be translated as 
happy! Of course, the rest of the people there were also privy to His sermon.

Let’s take a moment to travel through these blessings (proclamations) of happiness for those in the Kingdom of God.

“Blessed are you poor,
For yours is the kingdom of God.

21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
For you shall be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now,
For you shall laugh.

22 Blessed are you when men hate you,
And when they exclude you,

And revile you, and cast out your name as evil,
For the Son of Man’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!
For indeed your reward is great in heaven,

For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

Each of these has similar and dissimilar portions compared to Matthew 5's blessings.  

(1) But these have a different flavor. In Matthew, Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of Heaven.” But here, He just said, “Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” Most of us are 
not poor by the world's standards, so it's hard for us to fully comprehend such words in a world that associates 
being rich with happiness! Could those followers present that day most easily relate to financial poverty first and 
then poor spirit?

(2) Then Jesus said, “Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled.” whereas, in Matthew, Jesus said, 
“Blessed are they which hunger and thirst for righteous” and adds that they will be filled!  

(3) The third variation Jesus spoke was, “Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh.” But in Matthew, 
Jesus spoke about being comforted.

(4) The fourth blessing could be a tough one to swallow. Jesus said, “What blessings await you when people hate and 
exclude you and mock you and curse you as evil….”  

I’m sure that many evil dictators would have thought this applied to them!  By the way, this doesn’t mean that just 
because people don’t like you that you are blessed! 

You have to read the rest of the verse to get the whole meaning! Luke 6:22 “What blessings await you when people 
hate you and exclude you and mock you and curse you as evil because [you’re a jerk! No! ] because you follow the 
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Son of Man.”

That’s the end of the blessings. Now, I suspect when Jesus started to pronounce the sorrows and woes, He shifted 
His gaze to some of the prideful and arrogant religious leaders present.

Not sure? Read Matthew 23, for Jesus pronounced 7 woes against the Scribes and Pharisees, reflecting much of 
these sorrows and woes.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
For you have received your consolation.

25 Woe to you who are full,
For you shall hunger.

Woe to you who laugh now,
For you shall mourn and weep.

26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

Can you see why most people prefer Matthew’s version of the Beatitudes?

I suspect that Jesus repeated His powerful sermons many times with an eye to the specific congregation listening 
to Him at the time. In this passage, He turns our thinking on its head.

Luke raises troubling questions like: Is it wrong to be rich? Is it a sin to be successful? And what’s Jesus got 
against laughter, anyway?

I don't believe Jesus was against wealth, success, or even laughter. Still, He was against the prideful arrogance of 
the religious leaders who would cheat widows out of their property and place tremendous burdens on the people. 
Burdens, by the way, that they did not bear! They arrogantly counted their blessings in a prideful and entitled 
way!

So, is it wrong to count your blessings?      Can Blessings Be Even Counted?

In times of trouble, I have been told, and I have told others, “Just count your blessings. Look on the bright side. 
Concentrate on the good things in life; don’t focus on the bad!”

Many folks are eager to count their blessings. How blessed are they with the fine house, the classy car, and high-
tech toys to enjoy! And what a good-looking bunch their family is!

Even those who have little in the way of material goods are quick to count — in some very conspicuous ways — 
what blessings they do have. "One person's pair of Air Jordans is another person's Mercedes-Benz." How else to 
explain the exorbitant prices charged for these things?

The world has its own set of beatitudes, in contrast to Jesus' list: "Blessed are the rich; the famous; those who 
have big houses on the beach. Blessed are those with perfect children. Those who are the trendsetters of the 
world. The people who have their photo on the cover of People magazine. Blessed are those who have it all!"

(1) Can what is perceived as a happy blessing turn out to be a woe instead? Yes! This is very simple example, 
but after a long and tiring day last week, Melissa and I went to Dairy Queen and instead of dinner, we got two 
large shakes as a special treat! Why? Just because! We got back home and savored every last drop of those sugar 
filled cups of happiness! Even this large shake cup has these words emblazoned on the side, "Happy Tastes 
Good!” They were great! But a short time later, we both felt ill from this Dairy Queen dining experience!  Not 
such a happy ending!

(2) Can what is perceived as a woe, pain in the keister, turn out to be a happy blessing instead? Yes! To make 
a long story short, I needed to be at my Houma, Louisiana clinic to see patients for the day. I was running behind 
with a smoothie in hand, and as I was getting into my car, the smoothie lid came off and spilled all over my 
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scrubs, briefcase, and shoes. I started to speak in strange "tongues" at that moment, knowing I would be late. I 
quickly got changed and hopped back into the car. The barges in southern Louisiana necessitate opening the low 
bridges for travel. This delayed me even longer. Was this a blessing or a woe/curse? It was a blessing in disguise! 
A short time before I arrived in the area, a telephone pole had fallen across the roadway.

Who’s to say what’s a blessing and what’s a curse in the grand scheme of things? 

From our human perspective, what looks like the greatest of calamities may, in a God’s-eye, really be our 
salvation.

There’s an old story — a true one — about a man who had a hard life. When he was 7 years old, his family was 
evicted from their home. When he was 9, his mother suddenly died. At 22, he lost his job as a store clerk.

Blessed or Cursed?

He'd always wanted to go to law school, but his education wasn't good enough. He went into business instead and, 
at age 23, became a partner in a small store. Three years later, his partner died, leaving a huge debt that took him 
years to repay. At 28, he asked the woman he'd been courting for years to marry him. She said no.

Blessed or Cursed?

For a moment, his luck seemed to change. At 37, he was elected to Congress on his first try! But then, two years 
later, he was voted out. At 41, his 4-year-old son died. At 45, he ran for the Senate and lost. At 47, he failed as the 
vice-presidential candidate. At 49, he ran for the Senate again and lost. 

Blessed or Cursed?

Then, at age 51, he was elected president of the United States.

His name was Abraham Lincoln. Some people get all the breaks, don’t you think?

Blessed or Cursed?  

So, should you count your blessings? I still think that we should count our blessings to see what God has done in 
our lives. But as one author put it, “we should make our blessings count!” That is, don’t just survey your health, 
wealth, and status, but take those blessings and be a blessing to someone else this week!

Choose wisely and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary



Shrove Tuesday — Pancake Tuesday
What Is Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which is the first day of Lent. It's a day 
of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent 
begins. But there's more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes or taking part in a 
public pancake race. The pancakes themselves are part of an ancient custom with deeply 
religious roots.

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the 
past. In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for them. When a 
person receives absolution for their sins, they are forgiven for them and released from the guilt 
and pain that they have caused them.

So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to use up the foods that aren't 
allowed in Lent. Giving up foods: but not wasting them. In the old days there were many foods 
that observant Christians would not eat during Lent: foods such as meat and fish, fats, eggs, 
and milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would have a feast on the shriving 
Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the forty days of Lent without going off.

The need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name Mardi Gras; meaning fat Tuesday. 
Pancakes became associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that could use up all the 
eggs, fats and milk in the house with just the addition of flour.
The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolise four points of significance at this time of 
year:

Eggs ~ Creation
Flour ~ The staff of life
Salt ~ Wholesomeness

Milk ~ Purity
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 20, 2022

7th Sunday After the Epiphany                  
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 45:3-11, 15;                               
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772);                

1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50;                               
Luke 6:27-38

 
Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.


