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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           February 16, 2022   

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Should You Count Your Blessings? 
  
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to  " hear "it in a very 
abbreviated format, then this is your answer! Please read Luke Luke  71:6-67 . If 
you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon (Should You Count Your 
Blessings?) in the Magnolia Messenger. 
 
As our passage opens, we see that Jesus had just descended from a mountain with 
His disciples. Which mountain they descended from is a point of disagreement 
among scholars. As they descended, a multitude of people from all of Judea and Je-
rusalem had come to hear Jesus teach, be cleansed of unclean spirits, and be healed 
of their various diseases. Jesus and His disciples stopped on a flat area of land. I be-
lieve they sensed His supernatural power, and so they wanted to touch Him, just as 
the woman with the issue of blood reached out and touched the hem of His garment. 
And these crowds did likewise. Luke reports that Jesus’ divine power healed them 
all! Here is where we see a very interesting transitional moment in this event. Jesus 
begins to preach some words that sound very familiar to our ears. If you remember 
the Sermon on the Mount and The Beatitudes, this is a variation on that sermon. 
These verses are part of a more extensive section of Scripture known as the Sermon 
on the Plain.  Verse 60 continues, “Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disci-
ples….” And began to teach them a variation on the Beatitudes, adding four bless-
ings and four woes or sorrows. Of course, the rest of the people there were also privy 
to His sermon.  By the way, the word “Blessed” can also be translated as happy! 
 
Let’s take a moment to compare these proclamations of happiness for those in the 
Kingdom of God. Each of these has similar, yet slightly different, portions from 
Matthew 5’s blessings. (1) In Matthew, Jesus said,“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” But here, He just said, “Blessed are the poor, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” Could those followers present that day most easily 
relate to financial poverty first and then poverty spirit? Most likely, that was the 
case. Most of us are not poor by the world’s standards, so it’s hard for us to fully 
comprehend such words in a world that associates being rich with happiness! (2) 
Then Jesus said, “Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled.” where-
as, in Matthew, Jesus said, “Blessed are they which hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness” and adds that they will be filled!  (3) The third variation Jesus spoke was, 
“Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh.” But in Matthew, Jesus spoke 
about being comforted. (4) The fourth blessing could be a tough one to swallow. 
Jesus said, “What blessings await you when people hate and exclude you and mock 
you and curse you as evil….”   
 
That’s the end of the blessings. I suspect when Jesus started to pronounce the sor-
rows and woes, He shifted His gaze to some of the prideful and arrogant religious 
leaders who were present. Not sure? Read Matthew 63, for Jesus pronounced 7 woes 
against the Scribes and Pharisees, reflecting much of these sorrows and woes. Then 
read Luke 6:24-26. Can you see why most people prefer Matthew’s version of the 
Beatitudes? 
 

 



Why the similarity and dissimilarity of sayings between Matthew and Luke? I suspect that Jesus repeat-
ed His powerful sermons many times with an eye to the specific congregation listening to Him at the 
time. In this passage, He turns our thinking on its head. Luke raises troubling questions: Is it wrong to 
be rich? Is it a sin to be successful? And what’s Jesus got against laughter, anyway? I don’t believe 
Jesus was against wealth, success, or even laughter, but He was against the prideful arrogance of the 
religious leaders who would cheat widows out of their property and place great burdens on the people. 
Burdens, by the way, that they themselves did not bear! They arrogantly counted their blessings in a 
prideful and entitled way! So, is it wrong to count your blessings, as some might say? Truth be told, we 
count our woes and "curses" more often than our blessings. 
 
In times of trouble, I have been told, and I have told others, “Just count your blessings. Look on the 
bright side. Concentrate on the good things in life; don’t focus on the bad!” That’s occasionally good 
advice, but sometimes we don’t really know the long-range effect of our blessings or woes. Say what?  
 
(:) Can what is perceived as a happy blessing turn out to be a woe/curse instead? Yes! This is a simple 
example, but after a long and tiring day last week, Melissa and I went to Dairy Queen and instead of 
dinner, we got two large shakes as a special treat! Why? Just because! We got back home and savored 
every last drop of those sugar-filled cups of happiness! Even this large shake cup has these words em-
blazoned on the side, "Happy Tastes Good!” They were great! But a short time later, we both felt ill 
from this Dairy Queen dining experience!  Not such a happy ending! A “blessing” turned into a woe! 
 
(6) Can what is perceived as a woe, pain in the keister, turn out to be a happy event instead? To make a 
long story short, I needed to be at my Houma, Louisiana clinic to see patients for the day. I was running 
behind with a smoothie in hand, and as I was getting into my car, the smoothie lid came off and spilled 
all over my scrubs, briefcase, and shoes. I started to speak in strange "tongues" at that moment, knowing 
I would be late. I quickly got changed and hopped back into the car. The barges in southern Louisiana 
necessitate opening the low bridges for travel. This delayed me even longer. Was this a blessing or a 
woe/curse? It was a blessing in disguise! A short time before I arrived in the area, a telephone had fallen 
across the roadway. 
 
Who’s to say what’s ultimately a blessing or what’s a curse in the grand scheme of things? From our 
human perspective, what looks like the greatest of problems may, in a God’s-eye, really be a blessing. 
 
(1) There’s an old story — a true one — about a man who had a hard life. When he was 7 years old, his 
family was evicted from their home. When he was 9, his mother suddenly died. At 22, he lost his job as 
a store clerk. Blessed or Cursed? (6) He’d always wanted to go to law school, but his education wasn’t 
good enough. He went into business instead, and at age 23 became a partner in a small store. Three 
years later, his partner died, leaving a huge debt that took him years to repay. At 28, he asked the wom-
an he’d been courting for years to marry him. She said no. Blessed or Cursed? (3) For a moment, his 
luck seemed to change. At 37, he was elected to Congress on his first try! But then, two years later, he 
was voted out. At 41, his 4-year-old son died. At 45, he ran for the Senate and lost. At 47, he failed as 
the vice-presidential candidate. At 49, he ran for the Senate again and lost. Blessed or Cursed? (4) Then, 
at age 51, he was elected president of the United States. His name, as you probably guessed, was Abra-
ham Lincoln. Some people get all the breaks, don’t you think? 
 
So, should you count your blessings? I still think that we should count our blessings to see what God has 
done in our lives. But as one author put it, we should make our blessings count! That is, don’t just sur-
vey your health, wealth, and status, but take those blessings and be a blessing to someone else this 
week! 
 
Choose wisely and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES 
February 2022: Trust God 

 

Courage to Stand for What Is Right 

 
Read together. 
Let My People Go (pp. 32-35).  You might also read Exo-
dus chapters 7 through 14 in your Bible or at biblegate-
way.com.   
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. You might use one of 
the following questions to start the conversation.  What is 
something you noticed for the first time in this story?  
What are you wondering about?  What did this story help 
you learn about having the courage to stand up for what is 
right?   
 

Share a morning blessing.   
Take courage from God’s love.  Today, love and help the 
people around you.  Be a blessing 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 2/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 2/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 2/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 2/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 2/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 2/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 2/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 2/29 Parks Epperson 

2/16 Sharon Hester   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Introduction to the Book of John 

Sunday at 5:30 p.m.—Zoom 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.—Parlor 

 
The Bible Study is led by Pastor Gary 

 

“Provide and Protect 2022” Seminar  
Methodist Foundation for Arkansas 

 
A 90-minute seminar (zoom) hosted by the Founda-
tion to address issues surrounding estate planning in 

local churches.  

Focus Group options: 
Monday, February 28, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 2, 10 - 11:00 am 

 
Zoom link will be provided closer to the date 

MISSION OUTREACH MEETING         
“It’s Time to Return” 
 

Tuesday, February 22 
5:30 p.m.  

Averitt Hall 
 

Anyone interested in attending is welcome 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/ Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM MISSIONS AND OUTREACH MEETING (AVERITT) 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
February 6    $16,863.00                  
 Sunday School (9:15)     35   
 Sanctuary (10:15)            84   
February     $18,435.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)     34  
 Sanctuary (10:15)            86 

YOUTH GROUP 
SUNDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED 
 

If you would like to provide a  
snack supper  

call Bailey McCook at 870-299-8212 
 

Vital Signs For FUMC-Magnolia 

In order for FUMC to report accurate attendance 

numbers to the conference office, please turn in 

to the church office attendance for Sunday 

School class, Bible study, Children activities, 

Youth activities, and The Caring Place.  Your 

cooperation is much appreciated. Thank you! 


