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For context, we’ll start reading in Luke 4:42-44. “Early the next morning Jesus went 
out to an isolated place. The crowds searched everywhere for him, and when they 
finally found him, they begged him not to leave them. 43 But he replied, “I must preach 
the Good News of the Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was 
sent.” 44 So he continued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout 
Judea.”

Luke 5:1-11 One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great 
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty boats at 
the water's edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their 
nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into 
the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 4 When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your 
nets to catch some fish.” 5 "Master," Simon replied, "We worked hard all last night 
and didn't catch a thing. But if you say so, I'll let the nets down again." 6 And this time 
their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their 
partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge 
of sinking. 8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before 
Jesus and said, "Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm such a sinful man." 9 For he was 
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him.  10 His 
partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to 
Simon, "Don't be afraid! From now on you'll be fishing for people!" 11 And as soon as 
they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.” (NLT)

This is the Word of God for the People of God! Thanks be to God!

For those reading these verses from a different translation, you might have another 
name for the Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee is also known as the Sea of 
Tiberias, Lake Tiberias, the Sea of Kinneret, the Lake of Gennesaret, and a handful of 
other names down through history.

As a side-note: The name "Kinneret" may originate from the Hebrew 
word kinnor ("harp" or "lyre") - which the lake's shape resembles.

The "sea" is about 13-miles long by about 8-miles wide and is some 700 feet below 
sea level. It is situated directly to the east of Tiberias, where Melissa and I stayed 
during our trip to Israel back in 2015. From the shorelines of the Sea of Galilee, you 
can see every other shoreline. 
 
"The sea's location makes it subject to sudden and violent storms as the wind comes 
over the eastern mountains and drops suddenly onto the sea. Storms are especially 
likely when an east wind blows cool air over the warm air covering the sea. The cold 
air (being heavier) drops as the warm air rises. This sudden change can produce 
surprisingly furious storms in a short time, as it did in Jesus' day.” 
(Cross reference — Matthew 8:24).



“Valentine’s Day” — Crossword Puzzle (see page 8 for the solution)

2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 07

Across 

1. It's all you need on Valentine's Day!
5. Heard on Valentine's Day: "This ___ got 
to be the greatest Valentine's Day ever!"
8. Break
12. Romantic Valentine Fabric
13. Compass direction
14. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: It stems 
from a ___ fertility festival celebrated by 
ancient Romans on Feb. 15th to honor the 
Pastoral God of Herbs and Crops (See 
#69A). The day before the festival (Feb. 
14th), they would honor Juno, the Goddess 
of Women and Marriage. Through time, 
Valentine's has become a combo of the tales 
of the Pastoral God, Juno and Valentine (See 
#24A and #51A).
16. Valentine's Day gifts
19. German for "Here's to You!": "Auf ___ 
Gesundheit!"
20. It'll make "regular" atypical
21. Before, before
22. Valentine's Vice
24. Valentine, for one
27. Winter sport verb
28. It'll turn "Pica" into a famous painter
29. Frilly 'n' Fancy Fabrics seen on 
Valentine's Day
31. Valentine confectioneries
34. Gullible assistant: ___ damnée
35. ___ and behold!
37. Within the limits
38. Ship's Steerer

42. Valentine's Day date itinerary
47. Himalayan Humanoid
48. Film rating
49. Word seen on a Valentine's gift tag
50. Comedian Phillips
51. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: In the 
2nd Century A.D., Valentine was a 
Christian ___ who wed young couples 
against the rules of Roman Emperor 
Claudius II who forbade soldiers from 
marrying because he feared it would 
interfere with their prowess. For 
disobeying, Valentine was beheaded on 
February 14th, 270 A.D..
55. Cupid's matchmaking weapon on 
Valentine's Day
57. Gershwin with pen
60. Romantic play to watch on 
Valentine's Day: "Romeo ___ Juliet"
61. Cute 'n' Cuddly Buddy Holly song to 
listen to on Valentine's Day
63. Valentine Gift Giver: ___ Admirer
65. Hawaiian guitar, briefly
66. Male title
68. Someone to celebrate Valentine's 
Day with
69. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: As per 
#14A - Name of the ancient Roman 
festival that derives its name from the 
Roman Pastoral God of Herbs and Crops
74. Undercover agents
76. Romantic ___ Howard directed film 
to rent on Valentine's Day: "Far and 
Away" (1992)

77. Heard on Valentine's Day: "I have been in such ___ since our 
breakup ...sniff, sniff. Won't you pleeeease take me back, honey?"
78. It's Filled with Fodder on a Farm
79. Outs Opposites
80. Romantic Valentine symbol

Down 

1. He was the Cowardly Lion in "The Wizard of Oz" (1939): Bert ___
2. "Logy" prefix
3. Actor Damone
4. Co-producer of the U2 album "Achtung Baby"
5. Valentine's Day symbols
6. Poker stake
7. Heard at a Valentine's Day party: "When can I ___ you again?"
8. Editor's notation
9. Dewey-eyed
10. Turkish Titles
11. Romantic city to celebrate Valentine's Day
12. ___-fi
15. Roman Ruler
17. Dykstra of baseball
18. Japanese beverage
23. Equip
24. Aroma, of a perfume gift, on Valentine's Day
25. Irish writer George William Russell's pseudonym
26. Ait
27. ___ a Valentine's Day card to that "special someone"
29. Sizzlin' Tom Jones song to listen to on Valentine's Day: "She's a 
___"
30. Marie-Claire's friend
32. Cupid's Valentine Flappers
33. Certain Cable Channel
36. Alternative word
39. Heard on Valentine's Day: "___ moment away from you feels like an 
eternity!"
40. Luxurious vehicle rented for a special Valentine's Day date
41. Cat's Cry
43. Pinch
44. Copied
45. Heard on Valentine's Day: "Okay, my darling, I'll pick you up ___ 
seven sharp, but please be discreet!"
46. Land opposite Jericho
52. Actress ___ Dawn Chong
53. Worldwide, weenily
54. Jewelry, Candy, Flowers, etc. on Valentine's Day: ___ of Affection
56. Madonna's nickname for her good friend Ms. O'Donnell
57. Belief systems
58. Harvests
59. Part of #60A
62. Raunchy Rocker by The Beatles to listen to on Valentine's Day: "I 
Saw ___ Standing There"
64. Screening Room item
65. Fairytale Intro: "Once ___ a time..."
66. Seen on a Valentine card: "Be ___"
67. Beam of light
70. Spoon bender Geller
71. Convertible or Sedan
72. In the past
73. Angeles completer
75. Heard on Valentine's Day: "___, now that you know how I feel about 
you; how do you feel about me?"
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February 2022 News and Announcements 
I hope your week has been safe and joyful! Melissa and I 
took a brief respite from the parsonage to get some fresh 
air out in the country. We stayed at a beloved family 
member's farm for a few days. It was a time to clear our 
lungs of months of carbon monoxide poisoning and our 
hearts of some of the troubles of life. 

I'll let the cat out of the bag and tell you that it's 
remarkable what a good dose of fresh air and time alone 
with God and family can do for your soul! As I breathed 
deeply of the fresh air, I thought about the continuous 
"running" we often do in our lives. We go from one 
meeting to the next, worrying about COVID-19, our 
personal safety, "keeping up with the Joneses," and the 
list could go on and on! These life stressors can 
accumulate in a way that degrades the quality of our 
lives, our health, and our relationships. 

So, what can we do? 

(1) Get away from the busyness of life to a place of 
peace.

(2) Be quiet in your innermost being and listen to the 
voice of God.

(3) Unplug! Disconnect from the news, Facebook, and 
any source of "information" and people that cause you 
stress. [I have trouble with this one because I want to do 
everything I can for family, friends, and our beloved 
church family.] If possible, temporarily remove yourself 
from the cauldron of worries and woes. You can thank 
me later!

(4) Get out of the house. Go for a walk, breath some 
fresh air, and reacquaint yourself with God's beautiful 
creation. I had the opportunity to feel like a "celebrity" 
walking the streets with unwarranted attention given to 
me. How? As I walked the dirt-covered roadway, 
something happened that made me stop my trek. As I 
neared two different clusters of cows, they collectively 
stopped eating and walked towards me with inquisitive 
stares. I'm not sure what they were thinking, but their 
unsolicited attention not only made me smile, but I found 
it quite refreshing to my spirits!

(5) Come Back to Your Sphere of Influence — Return 
with God's guidance and a new focus and direction for 
your life, family, and ministry! 

Although this time away was far too brief, it gave me a 
glimpse of how times like this are essential to our mental, 
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emotional, and spiritual well-being.

Let me conclude by saying, take time to rest in God's arms of 
peace enjoy times with your loved ones, nature, and 
yourself! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Gary



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

Jesus Called and They Followed

Continued on Page 5

Volume 4 Issue 07

Let's go through Luke 5, verse by verse, and see what God's Word reveals to us this morning!

Our background shows us that Jesus had been preaching through Judea. By the time we get to chapter 5, verse one, we 
find Jesus on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

Jesus’ reputation for powerful preaching and teaching had preceded Him. Therefore, the crowds collected that day 
began to press in around Him to what get healing, no, to listen to the Word of God. [Oh, if only the people of today 
would be anxious to hear the Word of God!] That is serious business. Just think about this for a moment. Have you ever 
been in a situation where people were pressing in around you? 
 
The best thing I could think of was this last week; if you saw my Facebook post or the newsletter, you saw some 
pictures. I was walking down this dirt roadway at the farm we were staying at, and I saw some 25, 35, or 40 plus cows 
in the distance. I was walking along and did the customary bovine greeting in the morning, “good morning, cows.” All 
of a sudden, they just had their heads down and just picked them on up, and they began moving as just one unit of cows 
towards me. It was kind of neat and weird at the same time.
 
Because all of these cows were getting closer and closer, bumping shoulder to shoulder and the only thing keeping 
them out of my face was three lines of barbed wire. They were just standing there like staring intensely as if they were 
waiting for some prophetic words. I was like, what are these cows thinking? Are they like homicidal cows? What is 
going on here! Because these cows just stood there looking at me! If that strip of barbed wire fence were not there, I 
thought to myself; I would have been thronged about according to New Testament language surrounded by cows. You 
might be thinking that is just an odd circumstance.
 
Well, I went the other way as I was just interested in getting fresh air at the time, and there were cows on the other side 
of the area that I was heading. There was another pile of cows just leisurely dining on this massive pile of straw. As the 
cows were just munching away, the next thing I knew, this separate group of cows just looked up (as you know cows 
are not the nicest neatest chewers, right as they had straw falling out of their mouths), well they began walking with this 
straw falling out of their mouths straight towards where I was walking—leaving straw behind just to see who this guy is 
just standing there. This scenario made me think about the people back in Jesus’ day how they had heard so much about 
Jesus, the blessing he was bringing to their community, and I tell you what they wanted to see this guy. They wanted to 
see what he was all about, listen to him preach, and teach. You might be thinking, no, they just came over for healing. 
Yes, they may have come over for that too, but let’s take a look at that one more time.
 
One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word 
of God. Pressed in for what,” a healing,” no for the word of God. Could you imagine having a group of people eager to 
hear the word of God on Sunday morning, whether in person or online? We are glad to have you here with us for those 
here or online!  
 
Now I am not sure exactly what Jesus was thinking as these crowds were pressing in and wondering how he could get 
back just a little bit to best speak to the large crowd that was pressing in around. Therefore, to make the best use of this 
opportunity, Jesus saw two empty boats nearby. The crew of these boats comprised Simon (Peter) and Andrew, on one 
ship with James and John manning the other. The fishermen were cleaning their nets from the previous night of 
unsuccessful fishing. Jesus asked Simon Peter to push out into the water. This achieved two things: (1) It gave Jesus 
some breathing room to preach, and (2) The area's geography created a natural amphitheater so that hundreds of people 
could hear Him preach clearly. Assuming the position of rabbi teaching spiritual truths, Jesus sat down and taught the 
people.

Once done, Jesus pushed the boundaries of Peter's faith and trust by asking him to push out into the deep waters of the 
Galilean sea. That would have been without question, but Jesus told Peter to let down his nets. Peter would naturally 
defer the Rabbi Jesus' preaching and teaching, but now Jesus stepped into Peter's area of expertise. Peter momentarily 
questioned Jesus' idea when he said, "Master, we worked hard all last night and didn't catch a thing…."
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Here's my guess — Peter and the other fishermen were disappointed about the previous night's fruitless fishing 
trip and just wanted to quit for the day. They were also tired, and besides, they had just finished the tedious task of 
cleaning their nets. How about you? Have you tried to invite people to church or share the Gospel, and you came 
back "empty-handed" for all of your efforts? I suspect that we all have been in that spot. Should we give up? 
Absolutely not! We should have the same attitude as Peter had. That same verse goes on to say, "But if you say so, 
I'll let the nets down again."

That was a step of faith into the known realms of God's mercy and Grace. What happened? The catch of fish was 
so great that the nets were beginning to break. The other boat crew was summoned to help. Despite their help, 
both boats were on the verge of sinking from the weight of the catch! Peter was suddenly faced with the 
realization that this Jesus of Nazareth was no ordinary man. He, and the others, did not fully grasp the fullness of 
who Jesus was, but Peter was so awestruck that He asked Jesus to leave his presence since he was such a sinful 
man. This entire experience was to show them the power of God and their place in His ministry. As a result, "And 
as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus."

What did they leave behind? A great deal! In such small villages, few people had any significant wealth. 
Fishermen were actually better off financially than most people. So, these men left behind the security of their 
jobs, families, and friends. They stepped out in faith into the unknown of ministry with this Rabbi Jesus!  

Our passage for this morning relates a powerful account of Jesus' ministry and the calling and response of His 
disciples.

We have all been blessed with different gifts, talents, and ministries in the world. However, we do have one 
shared ministry. Not sure what that ministry might be? Matthew 28:19-21 tells us what this shared ministry Jesus 
means for all of us. Jesus told his disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age."  *

[* Verse 20 tells us that the disciple-making ministry is for all of us!]

So, what is your response to this call of Jesus? Stay silent in the face of God's call or step out in faith and make a 
difference for the Kingdom of God, the salvation of souls, and the encouragement of our church?

Choose wisely! Remember always that we have been blessed so to be a blessing.  
 
So let us go out and be just that in the Name of the Father, they Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen!

Pastor Gary
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Shrove Tuesday — Pancake Tuesday

Continued on Page 8

What Is Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which is the first day of Lent. It's 
a day of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast 
before Lent begins. But there's more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes or 
taking part in a public pancake race. The pancakes themselves are part of an ancient 
custom with deeply religious roots.

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to 
undergo in the past. In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution 
for them. When a person receives absolution for their sins, they are forgiven for them 
and released from the guilt and pain that they have caused them.

So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to use up the foods that 
aren't allowed in Lent. Giving up foods: but not wasting them. In the old days there 
were many foods that observant Christians would not eat during Lent: foods such as 
meat and fish, fats, eggs, and milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would 
have a feast on the shriving Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the forty 
days of Lent without going off.

The need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name Mardi Gras; meaning fat 
Tuesday. Pancakes became associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that 
could use up all the eggs, fats and milk in the house with just the addition of flour.
The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolise four points of significance at this 
time of year:
Eggs ~ Creation
Flour ~ The staff of life
Salt ~ Wholesomeness
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 13, 2022

6th Sunday After the Epiphany                  
Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 17:5-10;
Psalm 1 (UMH 738); 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20; 
Luke 6:17-26 

 
Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Valentine’s Day Crossword Solution


