
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           February 10, 2022   

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

”Jesus Called, and They Followed" 
  
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to  " hear "it in a very 
abbreviated format, then this is your answer! Please read Luke Luke 4:42-
44 and Luke  1:5-55 . If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon (
"Jesus Called, and They Followed " ( in the Magnolia Messenger. 
 
You might have another name for the Sea of Galilee for those reading these 
verses from different translations. The Sea of Galilee is also known as the Sea of 
Tiberias, Lake Tiberias, the Sea of Kinneret, the Lake of Gennesaret, and a 
handful of other names. As a side-note: The term  " Kinneret "may originate from 
the Hebrew word kinnor  "( harp "or  " lyre  ("- which the lake's shape resembles. 
 
Our background shows us that Jesus had been preaching through Judea. By the 
time we get to chapter 5, verse one, we find Jesus on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee.  
 
Jesus' reputation for powerful preaching and teaching had preceded Him. 
Therefore, the crowds collected that day began to press in around Him to listen to 
the Word of God. [Oh, if only the people of today would be anxious to hear the 
Word of God!] To make the best use of this opportunity, Jesus saw two empty 
boats nearby. The crew of these boats comprised Simon  ( Peter( and Andrew, on 
one ship with James and John manning the other. The fishermen were cleaning 
their nets from the previous night of unsuccessful fishing. Jesus asked Simon 
Peter to push out into the water. This achieved two things: (1( It gave Jesus some 
breathing room to preach, and (2( The area's geography created a natural 
amphitheater so that hundreds of people could hear Him preach clearly. 
Assuming the position of rabbi teaching spiritual truths, Jesus sat down and 
taught the people. 
 
Once done, Jesus pushed the boundaries of Peter's faith and trust by asking him to 
push out into the deep waters of the Galilean sea. That would have been without 
question, but Jesus told Peter to let down his nets. Peter would naturally defer the 
Rabbi Jesus' preaching and teaching, but now Jesus stepped into Peter's area of 
expertise. Peter momentarily questioned Jesus' idea when he said,  " Master, we 
worked hard all last night and didn't catch a thing…." 
 
Here's my guess — Peter and the other fishermen were disappointed about the 
previous night's fruitless fishing trip and just wanted to quit for the day. They 
were also tired, and besides, they had just finished the tedious task of cleaning 
their nets.  



THE RIGHT WORDS FOR VICTORY IN JESUS 

 My mom tells a story of me as a preschooler, swinging in our backyard and singing loudly (and 
off key, I’m sure(: “Oh victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He socked me and bopped me with his re-
deeming blood.” Though that isn’t an example of how to effectively share Jesus with your neighbors, 
the mistaken words might contain a nugget of truth.                                                                                                       
 In 1939, a stroke partially paralyzed hymnwriter Eugene Bartlett. Bedridden and unable to per-
form anymore, he penned his final, most beloved song, “Victory in Jesus.” The actual lyrics read: “O 
victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He sought me and bought me with his redeeming blood.”             
 It’s beautiful to realize that Jesus did indeed seek me out and pay the ultimate price for me. But 
sometimes I forget — and that’s when he “socks me” and “bops me.” Jesus loves me too much to let 
life’s chaos and struggles distract me from him and what he’s done. Let’s all remember to celebrate our 
victory in Jesus!              —Janna Firestone 

     How about you? Have you tried to invite people to church or share the Gospel, and you came back 
"empty-handed "for all of your efforts? I suspect that we all have been in that spot. Should we give up? 
Absolutely not! We should have the same attitude as Peter had. That same verse goes on to say,  " But if 
you say so, I'll let the nets down again." 
     That was a step of faith into the known realms of God's mercy and Grace. What happened? The catch 
of fish was so great that the nets were beginning to break. The other boat crew was summoned to help. 
Despite their help, both boats were on the verge of sinking from the weight of the catch! Peter was 
suddenly faced with the realization that this Jesus of Nazareth was no ordinary man. He, and the others, 
did not fully grasp the fullness of who Jesus was, but Peter was so awe-struck that He asked Jesus to 
leave his presence since he was such a sinful man. This entire experience was to show them the power 
of God and their place in His ministry. As a result,  " And as soon as they landed, they left everything and 
followed Jesus." 
     What did they leave behind? A great deal! In such small villages, few people had any significant 
wealth. Fishermen were actually better off financially than most people. So, these men left behind the 
security of their jobs, families, and friends. They stepped out in faith into the unknown of ministry with 
this Rabbi Jesus!   
     It is a powerful account of Jesus' ministry and the calling and response of His disciples. How can, or 
should this account touch our lives? 
     We have all been blessed with different gifts, talents, and ministries in the world. However, we do 
have one shared ministry. Not sure what that ministry might be? Matthew 28:19-21 tells us what this 
shared ministry Jesus has for all of us. Jesus told his disciples," I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. 91 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 02 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you.* And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "   
   Verse 20 tells us that the disciple-making ministry is for all of us! Invite others to worship God at 
church, share the Good News with those you meet, and come to church!] 
     So what is your response to this call of Jesus? Stay silent in the face of God's call or step out in faith 
and make a difference for the Kingdom of God, the salvation of souls, and the encouragement of our 
church? 
     Choose wisely and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES 
February 2022: Trust God 

 

Courage to Do What God Asks 
 

Read together. 
The Voice in the Burning Bush (pp. 30-31).  You might 
also read Exodus 3:1-17 and 4:1-15 in your Bible or at bi-
blegateway.com.   
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  What did this story help you learn 
about the courage to do what God asks?   
 

Share a morning blessing.   
Find courage in God’s love.  Today, use your courage to do 
what God asks.  Be a blessing 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 2/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 2/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 2/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 2/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 2/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 2/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 2/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 2/29 Parks Epperson 

2/16 Sharon Hester   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Introduction to the Book of John 

Sunday at 5:30 p.m.—Zoom 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.—Parlor 

 
The Bible Study is led by Pastor Gary 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
CONFIRMATION DAY WITH THE BISHOP (LITTLE ROCK) 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
11:00 AM CDC VALENTINE PARTY (PEACE) 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Billie Dadgar 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
February 6    $16,863.00                  
 Sunday School (9:15)     35   
 Sanctuary (10:15)            84   
 

YOUTH GROUP 
SUNDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED 
 

If you would like to provide a  
snack supper  

call Bailey McCook at 870-299-8212 
 

Vital Signs For FUMC-Magnolia 

In order for FUMC to report accurate attend-

ance numbers to the conference office, please 

turn in to the church office attendance for Sun-

day School class, Bible study, Children activi-

ties, Youth activities, and The Caring Place.  

Your cooperation is much appreciated. Thank 

you! 


