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Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
 

870-234-4530 
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Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 
 

Don’t Forget Your Spiritual PPE 
 
[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, 
so make sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and 
more!] Please read: Mark 1:29-39 
 
Most of us knew what a pandemic was, but we have had several new terms enter 
our vocabulary during the past year. Terms like "Social Distancing," "Flatten 
the Curve," "Shelter in Place," "Infodemic," and how can we forget, "COVID-
19." But the one abbreviation that comes to my mind is, "PPE" which stands 
for Personal Protective Equipment.  
 
Without naming it as such, this week's text speaks of a very special and univer-
sally available type of spiritual PPE. As verses 29-39 continue, we see that these 
events immediately follow the casting out of the unclean spirit from last week's 
text. The synagogue experience was now behind them, and with it came the 
noon hour. Jesus and company went to Peter and Andrew's house for some 
much need rest, food, and fellowship. But another healing needed to be accom-
plished. It is a miracle that speaks about the nature of at least four different peo-
ple. (1) Our passage tells us about Jesus. Jesus performed miracles not merely to 
demonstrate His messianic credentials to a large crowd. When He saw a need, 
He was moved with compassion and touched hurting souls. If you remember 
from last week, we saw that Jesus did not need any elaborate rituals, charms, 
smelly roots, or other accessories to perform an exorcism, unlike the exorcists of 
His day. His word of power and authority was sufficient for the task. The same 
goes for healing the sick. (2) Our passage also tells us a little bit about the disci-
ples who were present that day. Peter, Andrew, James, and John might have 
been slow on the intellectual uptake about who Jesus was, but they knew that 
Jesus was supernaturally empowered to heal the sick! They alerted Jesus that 
Peter's mother-in-law was sick with a high fever. Jesus' disciples knew to bring 
their worries and needs to Him. They were able to voice their concern to Him in 
person. We can still bring our needs to Him, but we do it in prayer. (3) It finally 
tells us about Peter's moth-in-law. No sooner had she been healed of her high 
fever, she began to serve Jesus and the rest of the household. Please notice that 
the sick person, when cured, went right to work in service by using the skills she 
had! It tells me that our response to God's touch upon our lives should also be 
characterized by love and service! After the healing of Peter's mother-in-law, 
the day was not over for Jesus. It was evening, just after sundown, when the 
sabbath was officially over, and travel was once again permitted. Mark tells us 
that "…many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. 33 The 
whole town gathered at the door to watch. 34 So Jesus healed many people who 
were sick with various diseases, and he cast out many demons." As the new day 
was dawning, Jesus could be found in an isolated location praying.  



  

Here we see the Lord of Glory Himself needing time alone to fellowship with His Father to renew Himself. 
This makes me think hard about our prayer lives as well! 
     In the stress-filled COVID-19 world that we all live in, where no one gets enough rest or prayer time, we 
stuff ourselves with fast food, worry about the future, and race around trying to get as much accomplished as 
possible. In the process of doing so, we become less and less efficient; we burn ourselves out emotionally, 
spiritually, and physically and then wind up wondering what went wrong when we get sick, depressed, or 
sad! Jesus is the one who created us from the dust of this earth. He wired us in a certain way that requires 
emotional, physical, and spiritual rest. Even Jesus obeyed the laws that He set in place and was best able to 
accomplish His mission by resting and trusting in His heavenly Father for the empowerment needed for each 
step of His ministry. Jesus also told us that a servant is not above His master in any regard, so if Jesus need-
ed these times of rest and prayer, then so much more do we need them! (John 13:16) Prayer was Jesus' Per-
sonal Protective Equipment, that is, His PPE! Jesus knew what lay ahead of Him for the day; therefore, He 
took the time for prayer! It reminds me of the wisdom found in a classic poem on the subject! 

TAKE TIME TO PRAY 

I got up early in the morning and rushed right into the day. 
I had so much to accomplish that I didn't take time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled around me and heavier came each task. 
I whined, "Why doesn't God help me?"  He said, "You didn't ask." 
I groaned and shouted and grumbled,  I tried every key in the lock. 
I cried, "Why doesn't He open?" He said, "Son, you didn't knock." 
So, I got up early this morning and paused before entering the day. 

I had so much to accomplish, I had to take time to pray. 

     As our passage concludes, we see Jesus back on track preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven!  
Mark 1: 36-39 “Later Simon and the others went out to find him. 37 When they found him, they said,  Everyone 
is looking for you.  38 But Jesus replied,  We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to them, too. 
That is why I came.  39 So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee, preaching in the synagogues and 
casting out demons.” In other words, He got busy fulfilling His mission to the world!   

     To fulfill our mission, the Great Commission, we also need to use our Spiritual PPE of rest, prayer, and 
empowerment, or we will either give up or burnout. So, as you walk out the front door each day, make sure 
you have your Personal Protective Equipment/PPE face mask with you. That's important, but don't forget 
your Spiritual Personal Protective Equipment too! As you use them both, you might just see that what Jesus 
promised you could do will come to pass when you are faithful! 

     Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!       
Pastor Gary 



  

 
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AT HOME 
The Beatitudes               February 14-20, 2021 

 

Read together:  “The Beatitudes” (pages 264-267) in the 
Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Matthew 5:1-12 in your Bible or at  
biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Jesus said we can choose to be happy even when our life 
seems sad and difficult, because God has blessed us.  
What are some ways God has blessed you?   
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Happiness does not depend on what happens to us.  We 
find happiness because God brings us joy as we live with 
Him.  How can you be a blessing to others? 
 
Family Blessing 
God wants us to know joy even when things are not going 
the way we want.  God wants us to take care of others, 
make good decisions, and help people get along peacefully 
with one another. 
[Family member’s name], God has blessed you.  You are a 
blessing.   

    

2/1 Pam McDonald 2/16 Sharon Hester 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 02/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 02/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 02/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 02/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 02/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 02/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Kelli Barnhart 02/25 Rusty McDonald 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 02/28 Barry Robble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 02/29 Parks Epperson 



“BREATHE AGAIN” 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 31  
 5:30 p.m. 

Bible Study Lead by  
Pastor Gary Maskell 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 11 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor (everyone) 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
     5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY—”BREATHE AGAIN” ZOOM 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
     4:30 PM CDC BOARD MEETING 
     6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PM ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE (SANCTUARY) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
  February 
  7th Family (9:00)            34  
 Sun. School (9:35)       20  
 Sanctuary (10:45)        24 $9,530.00
  

CHILDREN’S NURSERY  

The nursery is open and available 

to all children ages three and un-

der on Sunday morning beginning 

at 8:45.a.m. until noon. 


