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The history of Israel is fraught with episodes of faithfulness to God, followed by 
outright rebellion and sin. It was a cyclical mess of living in the land God had given 
them and an unwanted journey to captivity and exile. God’s people would then repent 
and begin the cycle all over again.   

Some of the twin books of Ezra and Nehemiah almost read like a modern-day story of 
intrigue and bravery, with a dash of legal maneuvering thrown in for good measure. 
The longer I read these twin books, the more fascinating they became. 

Nehemiah 8:1-3; 5-6; 8-10 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the 
square just inside the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of 
the Law of Moses, which the Lord had given for Israel to obey. 2 So on October 8 Ezra 
the priest brought the Book of the Law before the assembly, which included the men 
and women and all the children old enough to understand. 3 He faced the square just 
inside the Water Gate from early morning until noon and read aloud to everyone who 
could understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of the Law.

Nehemiah 8:5-6 Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all the people. When they 
saw him open the book, they all rose to their feet. 6 Then Ezra praised the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people chanted, “Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. 
Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

Nehemiah 8:8-10 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained 
the meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each passage. 
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were 
interpreting for the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as this! 
For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.” For the people had all been 
weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 And Nehemiah continued, “Go and 
celebrate with a feast of rich foods and sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with 
people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be 
dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!”

A little background is in order…

(1) Deuteronomy 31:9-13 tells us that the entire law was to be read to an assembly of 
the nation once every 7 years. This was to be done at the Feast of Tabernacles to keep 
the law before the people. That's a pretty long time! But wait, it gets worse! The 
reading of the Word of God had been grossly neglected, at least according to Holy 
Scripture.

(2) The first we know of a public reading of the law is Joshua 8:34. The next we hear 
of it is during the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 17:7-9), more than 500 years 
later. Then, it was read during the reign of Josiah, when there was another public 
reading of the law (2 Chronicles 34:30), more than 250 years after Jehoshaphat. 

(3) In the Book of 2 Kings 22:8, during the reign of King Josiah, we read “Hilkia the 
high priest said to Shaphan the court secretary, ‘I have found the Book of the Law in 
the Lord’s Temple!’ Then Hilkiah gave the scroll to Shaphan, and he read it.”
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Across 
1. * Pre-Game feature of the Super 
Bowl, with "National"
7. Presidential nickname
10. Style of music
13. Large desert
14. * They cannot stand in the 
Super Bowl because one of the 
Teams must Win
15. Pop gr.
16. Thrust
17. Unit of volume equal to one 
cubic meter (pl.)
19. Fee-Fi-Fo-what?
20. Preposition
21. Mr. Ripken Jr.
22. Celine Dion's beloved hubby
24. Small Salamander
26. Last letter of the Greek alphabet
28. Detached
31. * In Football, a Lineman will 
___ the Quarterback by blocking 
Players on the opposing Team
33. It'll turn "ka" into an Alcoholic 
Beverage
34. So-So grades
35. Initials of The King
36. Partners for Pas

37. Ms. Farrow's namesakes, 
minus the "M"
38. Ancient person of Europe
39. Big Cheese of a Company, 
for short
40. Mass of land on water 
(abbr.)
41. They go with Ohs
42. Dove sounds
44. Unitary
45. ___-La-La
46. "Howdy!"
48. Toy Dog, with "Tzu"
49. Famous flower co.
50. Roll-On is applied to the 
what area?
52. Wrong doing
53. Type of Acid
55. * Protection worn by 
Football Players (pl.)
56. Dainty
58. Vex
59. Occurs
60. * Like an Athlete in the 
Super Bowl, for short
62. Whine
64. Capital of Norway
67. * JANUARY 28TH, 2001: 

Host Network of Super Bowl XXXV
68. "Eureka!"
69. Mr. Hemingway
71. Certain family member, briefly
72. Monetary unit of Japan
73. Gives lip to 

Down 
1. Fire residue
2. Badly Behaved, minus the "ghty"
3. * What a Quarterback does with a Football at the Super 
Bowl, with "It"
4. * Extravaganza at the Super Bowl
5. Clooney's former gig
6. * Funny Football Friends
7. Vent
8. * They're often shown during the Super Bowl telecast, 
commonly
9. Being
10. * They officiate Super Bowl games
11. House Siding, without the "minum"
12. * When doubled, it becomes a Prop for a Cheerleader 
at the Super Bowl
14. * Like the Super Bowl
18. Scottish hat
23. * They are one of the two Teams that must play in the 
Super Bowl, commonly
24. "No" to a Scot
25. Second Sight, smallily
27. * Something seen on a Football Field, with "Post"
29. Moray
30. Founded, for short
32. City of South America, with "Paulo"
39. * It takes place at the start of the Super Bowl
40. Keen on
41. Abbr. seen on a Flight Schedule
42. Sixties gr. joined by Neil Young
43. Interjection used to express mock surprise
44. * Some Football Players are on the what?
45. * They're made by Linebackers at the Super Bowl
46. Kept shrouded
47. Birth Day exclamation: "___ a Girl!"
51. * Receivers catch them at the Super Bowl
54. Choler
57. Dissertation, minus the "Th"
60. Competitors of Macs
61. Baseball stat.
63. "Dog" in French, minus the "Ch"
65. Additional, without the "E"
66. Small Slits, minus the "Sl"
70. God of the Sun of Egypt 
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February 2022 News and Announcements 
I hope your week has been safe and joyful! Melissa and I 
took a brief respite from the parsonage to get some fresh 
air out in the country. We stayed at a beloved family 
member's farm for a few days. It was a time to clear our 
lungs of months of carbon monoxide poisoning and our 
hearts of some of the troubles of life. 

I'll let the cat out of the bag and tell you that it's 
remarkable what a good dose of fresh air and time alone 
with God and family can do for your soul! As I breathed 
deeply of the fresh air, I thought about the continuous 
"running" we often do in our lives. We go from one 
meeting to the next, worrying about COVID-19, our 
personal safety, "keeping up with the Joneses," and the 
list could go on and on! These life stressors can 
accumulate in a way that degrades the quality of our 
lives, our health, and our relationships. 

So, what can we do? 

(1) Get away from the busyness of life to a place of 
peace.

(2) Be quiet in your innermost being and listen to the 
voice of God.

(3) Unplug! Disconnect from the news, Facebook, and 
any source of "information" and people that cause you 
stress. [I have trouble with this one because I want to do 
everything I can for family, friends, and our beloved 
church family.] If possible, temporarily remove yourself 
from the cauldron of worries and woes. You can thank 
me later!

(4) Get out of the house. Go for a walk, breath some 
fresh air, and reacquaint yourself with God's beautiful 
creation. I had the opportunity to feel like a "celebrity" 
walking the streets with unwarranted attention given to 
me. How? As I walked the dirt-covered roadway, 
something happened that made me stop my trek. As I 
neared two different clusters of cows, they collectively 
stopped eating and walked towards me with inquisitive 
stares. I'm not sure what they were thinking, but their 
unsolicited attention not only made me smile, but I found 
it quite refreshing to my spirits!

(5) Come Back to Your Sphere of Influence — Return 
with God's guidance and a new focus and direction for 
your life, family, and ministry! 

Although this time away was far too brief, it gave me a 
glimpse of how times like this are essential to our mental, 
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emotional, and spiritual well-being.
Let me conclude by saying, take time to rest in God's arms of 
peace enjoy times with your loved ones, nature, and 
yourself! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Gary
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"And he read it,” “It seems remarkable that this was even worthy of mention – that the high priest found the word of 
God and a scribe read it. Yet the word of God was so neglected in those days that this was worthy of mention.” 

One could say that they had pristine "Bibles," but their spiritual lives were a patched-up mess!

The History — Some 1,000 years after the times of Moses and some 400 years before the birth of Jesus, the nation of 
Israel and the Jewish people were once again facing desperate conditions. The Northern Kingdom of Israel and the 
Southern of Judah had been defeated by the Babylonians, leaving Jerusalem dangerously close to becoming a Ghost 
Town forgotten in history. 

But things were about to change with a new King on the throne. He was the Persian King Cyrus. During his reign, he 
made a God-inspired proclamation throughout the land, which said, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people 
among you may go up, and may the Lord their God be with them.” (2 Chronicles 36:23 — NIV)

This was an answer to prayer, or so one might think. God's people were now free to go home. Still, interestingly, after 
70-years of captivity, only 50,000 of 2% of 2-3 million Jews desire to return to home and work with Zerubbabel, 
Mordecai, and Jeshua to rebuild the Temple of God. Could it be that they had become all too comfortable staying in 
their lands of exile and captivity? 

Perhaps that information might be lost to history, but let’s go on — The Jews who returned to their homeland 
quickly assembled in Jerusalem with the hope and desire to rebuild the Temple. There was immediate opposition of the 
previous two generations of semi-pagan inhabitants of Jerusalem. Refusing their help, the locals began a smear 
campaign of rumors and threats, which halted the building project. It took another 15-years before a Persian governor 
challenged the opposition's case. Despite their smear campaign, a search of the records showed that the returning Jewish 
population had the legal right to rebuild the Temple. Enter King Darius, who reset the decree to rebuild the temple and 
even added a penalty for anyone who "lifts a hand to change this decree or destroy the temple in Jerusalem."   

The people worked together as a unified force and rebuilt the temple in a mere 4-years!

58 years after the temple's completion, another group of Jews came from Persia with the blessings of the Persian King, 
Artaxerxes. Ezra finds that the people have fallen back into sin and rebellion against God. The Temple of God was 
neglected, and the city was still defenseless against enemy attacks with no protective wall! Ezra wept over the city, and 
the people repented, but unfortunately, God's mission for Ezra was not done.  

We now begin the Book of Nehemiah — The Book of Nehemiah begins 15 years after the Book of Ezra ends, almost 
100 years after the first captives came back to the Promised Land; and some 150 years after the city of Jerusalem was 
destroyed. 

It was the twentieth year of King Ataxerxes' reign. A disheartened Nehemiah, the King's trusted administrator, was given 
leave to return to Jerusalem to investigate a bad report from his homeland. Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, and even 
after this long time, the walls of the city of Jerusalem were still in rubble, the gates burned down, and the people were 
left in a state of despair with their safety from enemy attack weakened. — No one thought this obstacle could be 
overcome, so the walls lay in ruin. God moved Nehemiah to rebuild the wall! 

Incredible as it may seem, the people around Judah were hostile about God's people rebuilding the wall. It was painfully 
apparent that the enemies of God's people did not want the wall rebuilt. The first attack of God's enemies was ridicule, 
and when that didn't work, they resorted to violence with a readiness to kill the workers to end the project. Nehemiah 
had to organize the workers to rebuild the wall with an eye to safety from attack by assigning each community in Judah 
to work on a specific portion of the wall. It was so bad that Nehemiah next assigned half of the wall-builders to stand 
guard while the others workers continued working. By the way, such a situation could have been in a modern newspaper 
from the last decade! With that sort of security, the enemies of God's people plotted to murder Nehemiah and thus so 
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dishearten and frighten God's people that they would stop building the wall. Here we see the bravery of 
Nehemiah. He avoided their traps, ignored their threats, and refused to hide even when threatened with 
assassination. The wall was then finished in a remarkable 52-days! Guards were appointed to secure the safety of 
the wall, and the gates were closed at night! They had a barely used, pristine copy of God’s Word, but their lives 
were a patched-up mess!

But there was one additional stage of rebuilding that had to be done if God's people wanted a chance to stay 
faithful to God and to stay out of exile and captivity! Nehemiah called on Ezra to read and interpret the Scriptures 
for the people.  Ezra  “… faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning until noon and read 
aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of the Law.”

The people were so moved by the reading of God’s Word that they confessed their sins and repented! 
Unfortunately, after Nehemiah's death, with some minor exceptions, the people fell back into sin, and their lives 
continued a further descent into sin and rebellion against God. If there's any doubt, read the last book of the Old 
Testament, the Book of Malachi.  

FYI, The Book of Malachi chronologically follows Nehemiah. 

So what does rebuilding a temple in shambles and building up defensive walls have to do with us? That’s a fair 
question! A recent event and the South Arkansas Sales and Service quickened my thinking, adding to last week’s 
message.

I usually start a sermon with an illustration, but today, I will close with one we experienced this past week.

Last week, I mentioned that Melissa and I had been poisoned with natural gas and Carbon Monoxide in multiple 
parsonages. It was so bad that it could have been fatal were it not for God's grace, mercy, and protection. Since 
about September of 2021, neither of us has felt good. Our gradually increasing symptoms were fatigue, 
headaches, nausea, and increasing episodes of nearly uncontrollable sleepiness, as well as periodic bouts of 
dizziness.

Our heat went out earlier this past week by God's grace and mercy. South Arkansas Sales and Service came to 
repair the downstairs heating unit. After the repair was complete, they tested our carbon monoxide levels. They 
said that the gas levels in the parsonage were at the point where they were legally mandated to turn off the gas to 
that unit. With that stoppage of gas went our heat downstairs. Unfortunately, carbon monoxide is a light gas that 
rises and can stay in carpets and other materials. Since the windows could not be opened, we could not 
mechanically perform the most significant part of the decontamination process, so we stayed out of the house as 
much as possible. SASS reported that the heating unit had been patched so often that patching was no longer an 
option due to the multiple leaks. By the way, the Carbon Monoxide was coming through all of our heating vents, 
slowly poisoning us for an unknown period. 

The initial effects of moderate levels of carbon monoxide are harmful yet subtle. They gradually accumulate over 
time, slowly sapping your energy, cognitive ability, and health. 

Like our heating unit, God's people let their lives turn into a similar patched-up mess while letting their Scriptures 
remain neat and pristine through disuse!

Can the same be said of us?

In Hosea 4:6 [I misquoted this book Sunday morning!] God said, “My people perish for a lack of knowledge.” 

(1) Have we failed to wield the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God through neglect, and then wonder why we are 
losing so many battles?

Continued on Page 6
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(2) God’s people in the Old Testament just seemed to easily drift off into sin and rebellion against God. You may 
not have drifted off into sin, but what of our Christian witness, our zeal to see the lost saved, and our desire to 
invite others into God’s house for worship?

(3) What of the many other countless works of love, grace, and mercy that we are called to perform? Have they 
been left undone by our failing to heed God's Word?

Ezra and Nehemiah had God ordained mission to rebuild the temple, rebuild the walls, and rebuild the people!

Perhaps we need God to start a fire of excitement and hunger for His Word to be a church filled with 
disciples that carry out the royal commission and rebuild our church back to our pre-COVID level and 
beyond!

In Conclusion: Ezra read the Word of God, and the people responded with repentance and action. Today, you have 
heard the Word of God read, expounded, and proclaimed. 

So, what is your response? 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary



FYI — Carbon Monoxide's Impact on Indoor Air Quality
Overview — Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless and toxic gas. Because it is impossible to see, 
taste or smell the toxic fumes, CO can kill you before you are aware it is in your home. The effects of 
CO exposure can vary greatly from person to person depending on age, overall health and the 
concentration and length of exposure.

Sources of Carbon Monoxide
Sources of CO include:

• unvented kerosene and gas space heaters
• leaking chimneys and furnaces
• back-drafting from furnaces, gas water heaters, wood stoves and fireplaces
• gas stoves
• generators and other gasoline powered equipment
• automobile exhaust from attached garages
• tobacco smoke
• auto, truck, or bus exhaust from attached garages, nearby roads, or parking areas
• incomplete oxidation during combustion in gas ranges, and unvented gas or kerosene heaters
• worn or poorly adjusted and maintained combustion devices (e.g., boilers, furnaces)

◦ if the flue is improperly sized, blocked or disconnected
◦ if the flue is leaking

Health Effects Associated with Carbon Monoxide
At low concentrations:

• fatigue in healthy people
• chest pain in people with heart disease

At moderate concentrations:
• angina
• impaired vision
• reduced brain function

At higher concentrations:
• impaired vision and coordination
• headaches
• dizziness
• confusion
• nausea
• flu-like symptoms that clear up after leaving home
• fatal at very high concentrations

Acute effects are due to the formation of carboxyhemoglobin in the blood, which inhibits oxygen intake.
At low concentrations, fatigue in healthy people and chest pain in people with heart disease. At higher 
concentrations, impaired vision and coordination; headaches; dizziness; confusion; nausea. Can cause 
flu-like symptoms that clear up after leaving home. Fatal at very high concentrations. Acute effects are 
due to the formation of carboxyhemoglobin in the blood, which inhibits oxygen intake. At moderate 
concentrations, angina, impaired vision, and reduced brain function may result. At higher 
concentrations, CO exposure can be fatal.

Levels in Homes
Continued on Page 8
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 A.M.
 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.
WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 6:00 P.M.
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Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 6, 2022

5th Sunday After the Epiphany                  
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); 
Psalm 138 (UMH 853); 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; 

Luke 5:1-11 
 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

FYI — Carbon Monoxide's Impact on Indoor Air Quality
Average levels in homes without gas stoves vary from 0.5 to 5 parts per million (ppm). Levels near 
properly adjusted gas stoves are often 5 to 15 ppm and those near poorly adjusted stoves may be 30 ppm or 
higher.

Steps to Reduce Exposure to Carbon Monoxide
It is most important to be sure combustion equipment is maintained and properly adjusted. Vehicular use 
should be carefully managed adjacent to buildings and in vocational programs. Additional ventilation can 
be used as a temporary measure when high levels of CO are expected for short periods of time.

• Keep gas appliances properly adjusted.
• Consider purchasing a vented space heater when replacing an unvented one.
• Use proper fuel in kerosene space heaters.
• Install and use an exhaust fan vented to outdoors over gas stoves.
• Open flues when fireplaces are in use.
• Choose properly sized wood stoves that are certified to meet EPA emission standards. Make certain 

that doors on all wood stoves fit tightly.

• Have a trained professional inspect, clean and tune-up central heating system (furnaces, flues and 
chimneys) annually.
◦ Repair any leaks promptly.

• Do not idle the car inside garage.

Measurement Methods
Some relatively high-cost infrared radiation adsorption and electrochemical instruments do exist. 
Moderately priced real-time measuring devices are also available. A passive monitor is currently under 
development.

Source: https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/carbon-monoxides-impact-indoor-air-quality


