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To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships .

“He Taught Them with Authority”
Sunday
Family Worship—9am
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am
Facebook Live 10:45
YouTube
Noon—Cable Channel 13
KVMA-AM 630
KVMA-FM 99.1
Wednesday
7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13
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Director, The Caring Place;
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[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make
sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please read: Mark
1:21-28
It was the weekly Sabbath as Jesus and His newly called disciples entered into the local
synagogue. There were in Capernaum, which is located on the northern shore of the Sea
of Galilee. The first thing Jesus and Company did was enter into the synagogue there.
Melissa and I have been to the rebuilt synagogue that stands over the original site. Jesus
didn't just enter into the synagogue and grab a seat, but He began to teach those present
there that day. When he taught, the people marveled that He taught them as one having
authority and not like the scribes. We don't know the specific topic under discussion, but I
suspect it was Jesus preaching about the Kingdom of God. This teaching must have inflamed a demon-possessed man in the congregation, for Mark records the event this
way, "Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24
"Why are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are—the Holy One of God!"
What makes me curious is that the demon spoke through the man words that attest to
Christ Jesus' divinity! This attestation was not some confession of faith but an attempt to
gain control over Jesus! Please keep in mind that our passage says nothing about the
man's head spinning around and vomiting green pea soup as in "The Exorcist." Firstcentury Jewish exorcists trying to control demons needed the demon's name to cast it
out. Once again, the people were amazed! No sooner than the people had been amazed
by Jesus' teaching with hitherto unseen authority that they were equally amazed when
they witnessed that authority in action. Jesus was about to perform an exorcism like no
one else! Jesus needed no spells, names, incantations, smelly roots, or anything of the
sort. Just His authoritative voice and words were all that was needed! Jesus merely silenced this demon with our equivalent of "Shut up!" The evil spirit threw the man into a
convulsion and a screech before leaving the man back to normal. Perhaps a little worse
for wear, but at least he was no longer a home for wayward demons! Needless to say,
Jesus' acclaim spread abroad!
So what came to my mind as I read this familiar passage? The notion of an evil spiritual
realm is what came to my mind. Some folks feel a bit strange when it comes to the subject of evil spirits, unclean spirits, or demons. The mere notion of such spirit beings is
considered by some people, including the occasional Christian, as antiquated and unbelievable. Yet, the Synoptic Gospels have over sixty stories and references to demon possession and exorcisms. You can either believe them or not. I choose to take them seriously. Of these sixty-plus demon-inspired events, it seems that these evil spirits most frequently came with the sole purpose of causing disruption, pain, misery, sickness, and anguish. Certainly, people could have done such things all on their own, but these spirits
were cheerleaders and inspiration for such events.

Assuming you're still with me, the question that comes to my mind is, "What should we do with this or similar problems
in our lives?" In other words, "What authority do we have and how do we approach these spiritual foes? Paul tells us
precisely what to do in his letter to the church in Ephesus. "A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11
Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this
dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece of God's armor so you will be
able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the
Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in
the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere." Ephesians 6:10-20
In our day and time, there seem to be three primary possibilities: (1) We are in denial of such a realm of spirit beings
who desire our pain, misery, and destruction in our lives. (2) We don't recognize their activity. (3) We believe the biblical
reports and put on the whole armor of God.

In my opinion, these malevolent (evil) entities are behind the scenes inspiring and instigating unrest and misery in this
world by using influential people to chart a course for more turmoil and pain. Yes, people are the most visible aspects of
this strife, but we still have to be able to "see" beyond the surface to recognize the source of some of our world's problems!
Let me close with an intriguing post I saw the other day. Alex Morton is attributed as the author. [It seems that many
others have also taken credit for this quote.]
"If you go to the southwest desert and catch 100 red fire ants as well as 100 large black ants and put them
in a jar, at first, nothing will happen. However, if you violently shake the jar and dump them back on the
ground, the ants will fight until they eventually kill each other. The thing is, the red ants think the black
ants are the enemy and vice versa, when in reality, the real enemy is the person who shook the jar."
"This is exactly what's happening in society today...
Liberal vs. Conservativeness
Black vs. White
Pro Mask vs. Anti Mask"
The real question we need to be asking ourselves
is who's shaking the jar and why?
Whether this post is accurate in its observation or not, there is a truth that is unmissable. The "truth" that is spoken
echoes and seems to be occurring behind the scenes in our world today. So when your anger rises against your fellow
man, woman, or child; when your anger rises against those who think differently; and when your internal emotions boil
over at your lot in life. Ask yourself who's behind the scenes shaking your jar and why? Could it be demons, evil spirits, or
unclean spirits that are causing you woes and worries? It could be, but it could also be an earthly force that has been programming you to take offense at everyone who is the "other" so that we will live in a world filled with strife, anger, and
outrage! What purpose is that? I can't say with any degree of certainty, but there is a plan to radically change our world
to something that might not be to our liking!

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!
Pastor Gary

Prepare for the week ahead
Sunday, February 7, 2021
5th Sunday after the Epiphany
Color: Communion White
Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 20C,
1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39

“BREATHE AGAIN”
SUNDAY, February 7
at 5:30 p.m.
Bible Study Lead by Pastor Gary
Maskell

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL
AT HOME

The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine upon you
and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-36

The Seeds and the Soils
February 7-13, 2021

Read Together: “The Sower” (pages 292-293 in the Spark
Story Bible). You might read Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 in
your Bible or at biblegateway.com.
Family Conversation Cues (younger children)
God wants us to grow and grow, like the seeds that fell
on good soil. How do you know you are growing? What
do you think it means to grow in God’s love?
Family Conversation Cues (older children)
Think about the things seeds need in order to grow.
What do you need so that you can grow? What can you
do to be like the sower and plant the seeds of God’s love
in others?
Family Blessing
God wants us to blossom and grow in His love and share
His love with others. [Famil
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The First Meeting of 2021 for the
Finance Committee,
Monday, February 8, 2021
at 5:30 pm in Peace Hall

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A Record of Our Faithfulness
January

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
.
9:00 am FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone)
9:35 pm SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – Everyone can
attend in person or request a Zoom link.
CLEGG/OPEN DOOR - Parlor
SPARES AND PAIRS - Averitt
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY
SCHOOL AT HOME - Lessons posted in
newsletter, Facebook, and website.
10:45 am SANCTUARY WORSHIP - Everyone can attend
in-Person or on Facebook Live. It is also
posted afterwards on our website and
You Tube
12:00 pm Broadcast Channel 13 - Sanctuary Worship
4:30 pm YOUTH –The Spring @ 320 South - Peace Hall
Grades 7-12
5:30 pm ADULT BIBLE STUDY “Breathe Again” - Zoom

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Office Hours
4:00 pm STEWPOT
6:00 pm Cub Scouts - Peace Hall

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Office Hours
7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 - Sanctuary Worship

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Office Hours
2:00 pm THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB
4:00 pm STEWPOT

All in-person events require
sign-in, masks and social distancing!

CHILDREN’S NURSERY
The nursery is open and available to all
children ages three and under on
Sunday morning beginning at
8:45.a.m. until noon.

Offerings
17
13
25
23
17
35
26
20
27
17
19
37
24
23
22

$ 5,115.00
$ 3,998.36
$ 3,926.00
$26,545.47

$ 4801.00

ASKING JESUS
FEBRUARY 1, 2021

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Office Hours
5:30 pm FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING - Peace Hall

Attendance

BISHOP MUELLER’S DAILY DEVOTIONAL
You see people and make judgments
about them based on your life experiences,
political convictions and moral values. So
do I. That’s natural and to be expected. But
it does raise a serious question when we live
in a culture in which there is so much distrust, division and demonization. Have we
forgotten to look at others the way Jesus
tells us to see them? You can’t answer that
question for me and I certainly can’t answer
it for you. But you can ask yourself that
question every day and so can I. Even more
importantly, each of us can – and should –
ask Jesus whether we are looking in a faithful way.
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