\ ir Dt
\ Methodist
A

HUrCh of
PN AGNOLIA

To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships .

THE VISITOR

First United Methodist Church
320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
www.magnoliafumc.org

(870)234-4530
February 3, 2021

ol

Sunday

Family Worship—9am
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am
Facebook Live 10:45
YouTube

Noon—Cable Channel 13
KVMA-AM 630

KVMA-FM 99.1

Wednesday

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13
How to Reach Us:

Church Office Hours

Monday—Thursday
8:00am —1:00pm

Our Staff:

Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell;

Shelly Burgess,
Children & Families Ministries;

Tracie Nipper,
Administrative Secretary;

Amanda Franks,
Business Manager;

Dr. Kim Shirey,
Director of Music;

Sharon Ard,
Organist;

Skippy Warlick,
Building Supervisor;
Kenneth Manning,
Custodian;

Gwendolyn Reed,
Dir. Child Development Ctr;

Barbara Lewis,
Director, The Caring Place;

Libby and George Gilbert,
Stewpot Cooks;

Burlene Easter,
Kathy Easter,
Kimberly Easter,
Nursery Attendants

“He Taught Them with Authority”

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make
sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please read: Mark
1:21-28

It was the weekly Sabbath as Jesus and His newly called disciples entered into the local
synagogue. There were in Capernaum, which is located on the northern shore of the Sea
of Galilee. The first thing Jesus and Company did was enter into the synagogue there.
Melissa and | have been to the rebuilt synagogue that stands over the original site. Jesus
didn't just enter into the synagogue and grab a seat, but He began to teach those present
there that day. When he taught, the people marveled that He taught them as one having
authority and not like the scribes. We don't know the specific topic under discussion, but |
suspect it was Jesus preaching about the Kingdom of God. This teaching must have in-
flamed a demon-possessed man in the congregation, for Mark records the event this
way, "Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24
"Why are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know
who you are—the Holy One of God!"

What makes me curious is that the demon spoke through the man words that attest to
Christ Jesus' divinity! This attestation was not some confession of faith but an attempt to
gain control over Jesus! Please keep in mind that our passage says nothing about the
man's head spinning around and vomiting green pea soup as in "The Exorcist." First-
century Jewish exorcists trying to control demons needed the demon's name to cast it
out. Once again, the people were amazed! No sooner than the people had been amazed
by Jesus' teaching with hitherto unseen authority that they were equally amazed when
they witnessed that authority in action. Jesus was about to perform an exorcism like no
one else! Jesus needed no spells, names, incantations, smelly roots, or anything of the
sort. Just His authoritative voice and words were all that was needed! Jesus merely si-
lenced this demon with our equivalent of "Shut up!" The evil spirit threw the man into a
convulsion and a screech before leaving the man back to normal. Perhaps a little worse
for wear, but at least he was no longer a home for wayward demons! Needless to say,
Jesus' acclaim spread abroad!

So what came to my mind as | read this familiar passage? The notion of an evil spiritual
realm is what came to my mind. Some folks feel a bit strange when it comes to the sub-
ject of evil spirits, unclean spirits, or demons. The mere notion of such spirit beings is
considered by some people, including the occasional Christian, as antiquated and unbe-
lievable. Yet, the Synoptic Gospels have over sixty stories and references to demon pos-
session and exorcisms. You can either believe them or not. | choose to take them serious-
ly. Of these sixty-plus demon-inspired events, it seems that these evil spirits most fre-
quently came with the sole purpose of causing disruption, pain, misery, sickness, and an-
guish. Certainly, people could have done such things all on their own, but these spirits
were cheerleaders and inspiration for such events.



Assuming you're still with me, the question that comes to my mind is, "What should we do with this or similar problems
in our lives?" In other words, "What authority do we have and how do we approach these spiritual foes? Paul tells us
precisely what to do in his letter to the church in Ephesus. “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11
Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this
dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece of God's armor so you will be
able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, put-
ting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the
Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery ar-
rows of the devil. 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in
the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers every-
where." Ephesians 6:10-20

In our day and time, there seem to be three primary possibilities: (1) We are in denial of such a realm of spirit beings
who desire our pain, misery, and destruction in our lives. (2) We don't recognize their activity. (3) We believe the biblical
reports and put on the whole armor of God.

In my opinion, these malevolent (evil) entities are behind the scenes inspiring and instigating unrest and misery in this
world by using influential people to chart a course for more turmoil and pain. Yes, people are the most visible aspects of
this strife, but we still have to be able to “see” beyond the surface to recognize the source of some of our world's prob-
lems!

Let me close with an intriguing post | saw the other day. Alex Morton is attributed as the author. [It seems that many
others have also taken credit for this quote.]

"If you go to the southwest desert and catch 100 red fire ants as well as 100 large black ants and put them
in a jar, at first, nothing will happen. However, if you violently shake the jar and dump them back on the
ground, the ants will fight until they eventually kill each other. The thing is, the red ants think the black
ants are the enemy and vice versa, when in reality, the real enemy is the person who shook the jar."

"This is exactly what's happening in society today...
Liberal vs. Conservativeness
Black vs. White
Pro Mask vs. Anti Mask"

The real question we need to be asking ourselves
is who's shaking the jar and why?

Whether this post is accurate in its observation or not, there is a truth that is unmissable. The "truth" that is spoken
echoes and seems to be occurring behind the scenes in our world today. So when your anger rises against your fellow
man, woman, or child; when your anger rises against those who think differently; and when your internal emotions boil
over at your lot in life. Ask yourself who's behind the scenes shaking your jar and why? Could it be demons, evil spirits, or
unclean spirits that are causing you woes and worries? It could be, but it could also be an earthly force that has been pro-
gramming you to take offense at everyone who is the "other" so that we will live in a world filled with strife, anger, and
outrage! What purpose is that? | can't say with any degree of certainty, but there is a plan to radically change our world
to something that might not be to our liking!

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!
Pastor Gary
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

AT HOME
The Seeds and the Soils

February 73, 2021 and give you peace.
Numbers 6:26

The Lord make His face to shine upon you

Read Togetheb The Sowe r-283i0the8pgrigfs 2 9 2
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do you t hi nk it means X 2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill
Family Conversation Cuedder children) 2/6  Kim McMahen 2/19  Seth Jordan Britt
Think about the things seeds need in order to grow, 2/7  Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray

What do you need so that you can grow? What cargfyol )

do t o b e | i ke t he sower a2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson (g
in others? 2/10 Sam Cross o02/21 Ed Kardas

Family Blessing
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- 1.Receive your invitation via email to register for
rl htn ow RightNow media (Please let me know if you have
not received an email.)

2.Follow the link:

M E D | A https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/

magnoliafumc

FREE GIFT for everyone. 3.Find the link at www.magnoliafumc.org
4.Text to the number 41411 the code RIGHTNOW
We've purchased unlimited access to thousands of MAGNOLIAFUMC.
Christian videos and are giving free access to 5.Use the QR code at the bottom with your phone
everyone in our church. or tablet camera.

Great Outreach resource! @
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CHILDREN’S NURSERY First United Methodist Church Non Profit
The nursery is open and available to all . Organization
children ages three and under on 320 West Main
Sunday morning beginning at Magnolia, AR 71753 U.S. Postage
8:45.a.m. until noon. PAID

Address Service Requested

Magnolia, AR
Permit No. 84
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