
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           February 2, 2022   

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

“A Damaged Pipe, Pajamas, and a Crack in the Armor” 
  

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very ab-
breviated format, then this is your answer! Please read Nehemiah 8:1-10. If you'd 
like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon ("Pristine Bibles and Patched-Up 
Spirituality") in the Magnolia Messenger. 
 

The reading of the Word of God had been grossly neglected, at least according to 
Holy Scripture. Deuteronomy 31:9-13 tells us that the entire law was to be read to an 
assembly of the nation once every 7 years at the Feast of Tabernacles. This was 
done to keep the law before the people. We first know of a public reading of the law 
in Joshua 8:34. The next we hear of it is during the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chroni-
cles 17:7-9), more than 500 years later. Then, in the reign of Josiah, there was anoth-
er public reading of the law (2 Chronicles 34:30), more than 250 years after Jehosha-
phat. With the numerous times God's people had fallen into sin and the infrequency 
of the reading of Holy Scripture, one could say that they had pristine "Bibles" but 
falling apart, patched-up lives! 
 

It was the twentieth year of King Ataxerxes' reign. A disheartened Nehemiah, the 
King's trusted administrator, is given leave to return to Jerusalem to investigate a 
bad report from his homeland. Nehemiah arrives home, and even after decades, the 
walls of the city of Jerusalem were still in rubble, the gates burned down, and the 
people were left in a state of despair with their safety from enemy attack weak-
ened. — No one thought this obstacle could be overcome, so the walls lay in ruin. 
 

The people around Judah were so hostile about rebuilding the wall that they at-
tacked on multiple fronts. The first attack of God's enemies was ridicule, and when 
that didn't work, they resorted to violence with a readiness to kill the workers to end 
the project. It was painfully evident that the enemies of God's people did not want 
the wall rebuilt. It should come as no surprise that their enemies would desire God's 
people left defenseless against attack. As a result, Nehemiah had to organize the 
workers to rebuild the wall. He did so with an eye to safety from attack by assigning 
each community in Judah to work on a specific portion of the wall. It got to be so 
bad that Nehemiah appointed half of the wall-builders to stand guard while the oth-
er workers continued working. By the way, such a situation could have been in a 
modern newspaper from the last decade! Stopped by these measures, the enemies 
of God's people plotted to murder Nehemiah and thus so dishearten and frighten 
God's people that they would stop building the wall. Here we see the bravery of Ne-
hemiah. He avoided their traps, ignored their threats, and refused to hide even 
when threatened with assassination. The wall was then finished in a remarkable 52-
days! The gates were locked at night, and guards had to be appointed to secure the 
wall's safety and protect the people. 
 

 



At this time, one more necessary rebuild and repair needed to be done if God's people wanted a 
chance to stay faithful to God and to stay out of exile and captivity! They had a barely used, pristine 
copy of God's Word, but their lives were a patched-up mess! Nehemiah called on Ezra to read and 
interpret the Scriptures for the people. Ezra "…  faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early 
morning until noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people listened closely to 
the Book of the Law." The people were so moved by the reading of God's Word that they confessed 
their sins and repented! Unfortunately, after Nehemiah's death, with minor exceptions, the people 
fell back into sin, and they continued a further descent into sin and rebellion against God. If there's 
any doubt, read the last book of the Old Testament, the Book of Malachi. FYI, The Book of Malachi 
chronologically follows Nehemiah. 
 

Last week, I mentioned that Melissa and I had been poisoned with natural gas and carbon monoxide 
three times in multiple parsonages. It was so bad that these poisonings could have been fatal were it 
not for God's grace, mercy, and protection. Since about September of 2021, neither of us has felt 
good. Our gradually increasing symptoms were fatigue, headaches, nausea, and increasing episodes 
of nearly uncontrollable sleepiness, as well as periodic bouts of dizziness. Our heat went out earlier 
this past week by God's grace and mercy. South Arkansas Sales and Service [SASS] came to repair the 
downstairs heating unit. After the repair was complete, they tested our carbon monoxide levels. They 
said that the carbon monoxide levels in the parsonage were at the point where they were legally 
mandated to turn off the gas. With that stoppage of gas went our heat downstairs. Carbon Monoxide 
is a light gas that rises and can stay in carpets and other materials. Unfortunately, the windows can-
not be opened. So we have been staying away from the house as much as possible. SASS reported 
that the heating unit had been patched so often that patching was no longer an option due to numer-
ous leaks. By the way, the carbon monoxide was coming through all of our heating vents, slowly poi-
soning us for \months! As a side note, the initial effects of moderate levels of carbon monoxide are 
harmful yet subtle. They gradually accumulate over time, slowly sapping your energy, cognitive abil-
ity, and health. 
 

Like our heating unit, God's people let their lives turn into a similar patched-up mess while letting 
their Scriptures remain neat and pristine through disuse! Can the same be said of us? 
 

In Hosea 4:6 [I misquoted the book this past last Sunday], God said, “My people perish for a lack of 
knowledge.”  
 

I have a few questions. (1) Have we failed to wield the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, through 
neglect and then wonder why we are losing so many battles? (2) God's people in the Old Testament 
just seemed to easily drift off into sin and rebellion against God. You may not have drifted off into sin, 
but what of our Christian witness, our zeal to see the lost saved, and our desire to invite others into 
God's house for worship? (3) What of the many other countless works of love, grace, and mercy that 
we called to perform? Have they been left undone by our failing to heed God's Word? 
 

Ezra and Nehemiah had a God-ordained mission to rebuild the temple, rebuild the walls, and rebuild 
the people. We also have a God-ordained mission to each the lost, feed, the hungry, and minister to 
the broken-hearted. Perhaps we need God to start a fire of excitement and hunger for His Word so 
we can again be a church filled with disciples* Who carry out the Great Commission, rebuilding our 
church back to our pre-COVID level and beyond. [* We are all called to be disciples!] 
 

Ezra read the Word of God, and the people responded with repentance and action. Today, you have 
heard the Word of God read, expounded, and proclaimed.  Sp, what is your response? 
 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 
            Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES 
February 2022: Trust God 

God Loves and Protects You 

 

Read together. 

Moses Is Saved (pp. 28-29.  You might also read Exodus 
chapter 2:10 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 

 

Pray together.   

Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 

 

Think together.   

Share what the story means for you.  What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  What did this story help you learn 
about how God loves and protects you? 

 

Share a morning blessing.   

God loves and protects you.  Today, love and protect the 
people around you.  Be a blessing 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 

COME JOIN US EACH WEDNESDAY  
AT 4:30 PM 

FOR BIBLE STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE AND  

BRING A FRIEND 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 2/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 2/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 2/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 2/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 2/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 2/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 2/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 2/29 Parks Epperson 

2/16 Sharon Hester   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Introduction to the Book of John 

Sunday at 5:30 p.m.—Zoom 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.—Parlor 

 
The Bible Study is led by Pastor Gary 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" )Zoom) 
   6:00 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
January  2                    $1,521.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)       15   
 Sanctuary (10:15)             41 
January 9      $6,792.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             65 
January 16                    $4,095.00 
  Sunday School (9:15)       12 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              48 
January 23    $26,351.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)         32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               74 
January 30      $6,485.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)    23 
 Sanctuary (10:15)                64 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
SUNDAY AT 6:00 P.M. 

SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED 
 

If you would like to provide a  
snack supper  

call Bailey McCook at 870-299-8212 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Brad and 
Lindsey Roberson in the death of his grandmother, 
Maxine Roberson. 


