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It was a whirlwind of emotion this past week, so when I put the final touches on this 
morning's sermon last night, I was elated! I read it over and noted that it was 
theologically sound, made sense, and was encouraging. Despite my glowing approval, 
I was not moved by what I penned. So, once again, the Holy Spirit has sent me in a 
different direction. This direction is towards a biblical truth that needs to be 
shared. "Surely I'll say something to offend at least a few people!" One can only hope!

Ephesians 6:10-18 “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against 
evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark 
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece 
of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after 
the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on the belt of 
truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that 
comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of 
these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17 Put on 
salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in 
your prayers for all believers everywhere.” (NLT)

For those of eagle-eyed vision and mental alacrity, you might notice that I am holding 
a pipe in my right hand.  You did notice it, right?

This might appear to be an ordinary, rusty old pipe of no significance. If you thought 
such a thing, you would be half right. It is indeed an ordinary, rusty pipe, but to me, it 
has significance beyond its worn outward appearance. 

This pipe is from the Warren First United Methodist Church parsonage. Sometime 
within the six years we were blessed to serve at Warren First United Methodist 
Church, we noticed a faint smell of gas at the back of the parsonage. We called the gas 
company to assess the situation. One of the techs came out and found a small leak on 
the water heater valve. He advised us to open up the doors and windows as much as 
possible to air out the house of any remaining harmful gas fumes. He then applied 
some sort of goop to the leak and proclaimed that it was now safe for humans, dogs, 
and small furry forest creatures.    

Problem solved? In a word, “No.”

The gas smell was not as strong as before, but it was still noticeable. So much so that 
we were afraid to use the electrical outlets in the kitchen or fire up the stove. We were 
worried about a possible explosion! We did as instructed, but when we kept the house 
closed for any length of time, the gas smell returned.

The gas tech was called back, and he checked the water heater from top to bottom but 
no detectable problems. The tech then ventured under the house into the dark, creepy, 
and spider-ridden lair that was the crawl-space. He told us that he detected an area 
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1. * Like father, Like daughter: 
Laila ___ has followed in the 
footsteps of her legendary father to 
become a Boxer.
4. * Ms. Retton
10. The Beatles album: "Let It 
___"
12. "Lake" in French
13. Ibsen character
14. Character from "The Wizard of 
Oz" (1939)
16. * She won gold for Australia in 
the 80m Hurdles event at the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics: Shirley ___
19. * They're made in Softball
20. Item hanging from a shirt in a 
clothes store
21. Three vowels
22. Staples
24. * Figure Skaters and Rhythmic 
Gymnasts must devise them
27. Undergrad
28. Greek deity
29. Bear young
31. Approximated, briefly
34. Spiked wheel at the end of a 
spur
37. Genetic letters
38. Popular dessert
40. Given to imitation
41. Play a Part

42. Give out
43. * Ms. Krone who, on June 
5th, 1993, made horse-racing 
history when she became the first 
woman to win the prestigious 
Belmont Stakes
44. Type of Tape used to Tape a 
TV Show
45. * Equestrian's instruction: 
"Yell ___ get the horse to speed 
up."
46. Non-verbal form of 
communication (Acronym)
47. * Athlete on a Horse, without 
the "R"
49. Word before Culpa
50. Question posed of a 
Librarian: "___ Hinton the 
novelist of The Outsiders ?"
52. * Name from the 1992 movie 
about women's baseball called 
"A League of Their Own"
57. Contact Lenses company: 
___ & Lomb
59. Type of cuckoo bird
60. By way of
61. Song of praise
62. * Goddess of Golf
65. Poisonous gas
67. Type of pen
68. Make a Mistake

69. Not you
70. * Titaness of Tennis
71. Flight schedule acronym
 
Down 
1. Something in a church
2. Key follower
3. French for "Here"
4. * Sports Factoid: In most sports, female athletes don't 
___ much money as their male counterparts
5. * Dieter's comment: "For breakfast, I had ___-Fast."
6. Name from "The Crying Game" (1992)
7. Office Manager's comment: "We us the abbreviation of 
___ way of saving space on our letterheads and business 
cards."
8. Greasy, without the "ly"
9. Square
10. * Softball players use them
11. Alphabet letters
15. * Ms. Kwan the Figure Skater
16. * Letters on a woman's (or man's) racecar
17. * Olympic gold medalist in Figure Skating, in 1960
18. Canadian prov.
23. * Skating Star
25. Revelation at the Filing Cabinet: "Look at all of the ___ 
got stuck with for filing! Yesterday, the same thing 
happened to me, but with all of the Dees!"
26. * Some swimmers display their artistry in it, for short
30. Consumes grub
32. One-armed bandit, with "Machine"
33. Dorothy's Dog
34. Royal Family member in India, variantly
35. Piece of music
36. * Serena or Venus
37. Mr. Winfield
39. Kid who was held in Miami
48. * Middle-Distance Runner: Mary ___ Slaney
49. * Ms. Seles of Tennis
51. * Tennis Star's pout: "This ___ playing in is burning my 
powerful forearm!"
53. Singer who Sang "Splish Splash"
54. * Famed tennis player
55. Sign of the Zodiac
56. Experimental locale, for short
57. Cow shelter
58. Laughing sound
61. Lunchtime sandwich
63. * Baseball stat.
64. Teensy
66. Symbol for Sodium 
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January 2022 News and Announcements 
I hope your week has 
been safe and joyful! 
Mine was filled with 
unwanted “excitement” 
t h a t fi l l e d m e w i t h 
amazement!

  T h i s p a s t S u n d a y 
morning, I preached about 
the weapons o f our 
warfare from Ephesians 
6:10-18. [Please read the 

sermon on page one of this newsletter.]. I noted that 
we had been poisoned with carbon monoxide (CO) 
leaks from two different parsonages in two other 
church charges. Anyone would rightly think that 
such poisoning was unlikely to occur twice. I would 
have also believed such an occurrence was a fluke 
and unlikely to happen again. Well, our heat went 
out this morning, January 27, 2022. A little more 
backstory, both Melissa and I have been feeling tired 
over the months since late September with 
occasional headaches during the day and night. 
South Arkansas Sales and Service was called this 
morning. After assessing the situation, they 
determined that one of our central heating units 
needed to be replaced. They also advised us that 
they were mandated to shut off the gas due to a 
natural gas problem. Yikes, our symptoms all make 
perfect sense now!

So, what are the chances of being poisoned with 
carbon monoxide in three different parsonages?

I’d say they are excellent!

So, what is the biblical lesson in all of this?

Whether you believe this to be a spiritual attack to 
weaken and harm us or just a bizarre coincidence, it 
speaks to me about our need to be watchful.

Some classic words from the Apostle Peter come to 
mind. These words can be found in 1 Peter 5:8, 
where Peter writes, “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (NKJV)

Volume 4 Issue 05

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Women in Sports”

Listen (or read next week) to this week’s message, 
January 30, 2022, as I speak about God’s provision for 
our safety and the absolute necessity of staying Holy 
Scripture!

So not lose heart, for God is still on the throne and 
prayer changes things!
 

Pastor Gary
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where the smell was strongest. He shut off the gas and dissembled the questionable pipe section to further examine the 
room. Once he pulled the pipe out from the brick wall at the base of the parsonage, he saw the problem. Over the years, 
lime had slowly eaten a hole in the pipe until it broke all the way through. It then allowed the gas to escape and slowly 
poison us. As a hint of note, this was our second poisoning by natural gas, but in a different parsonage! Our first 
poisoning was in the Junction City First United Methodist Church parsonage. We wound up having our gas heat turned 
off in the dead of winter! The gas tech said that if we had slept with that gas leak one more night, we might not have 
woken up the next day. That is, it could have killed us.

I don't know about you, but gas is very nice to have in a gas-equipped house. It is really nice to have a warm place in the 
winter, the ability to cook food, wash dishes, and praise the Lord, to enjoy warm showers rather than the home 
equivalent of freezing rain!

What happened? This pipe was eaten from the outside to the inside. It didn’t happen immediately, but it took time and 
the right conditions to allow the pipe’s protective casing to become eroded all the way through. What happened next 
was the previously beneficial gas escaped into the house and began to slowly poison us.  

In other words, what was once helpful had now become deadly!

In our passage for this morning, the Apostle Paul advises us to put on the whole armor of God so that we can stand 
against the trickery and deception of the evil one. These pieces of our spiritual armor are defensive, with only the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God, left as our primary offensive and defensive weapon.

In some ways, we are like this pipe. Paul knew that if we failed to put on this spiritual armor, we might be led astray by 
the temptations of this world. Paul also knew that if we did not put on our spiritual armor, we would be easy to pray to 
be attacked by the evil one. Not only the Evil One but the world's opposition to the Gospel of Christ Jesus.

Remember the beginning of the sermon when I said, "Surely I’ll say something to offend at least a few people!”?  We 
have now arrived at that time!

So let me ask you, What might be damaging your spiritual armor and “walk” with God?

(1) Outright sin and believing the "Lie" — Outright sin and believing the lie that you have gone so far away from 
God that forgiveness is not possible. Quick answer, you have not gone so far away from God that His grace and 
mercy cannot save you! That is a common belief that sometimes stops people from coming to church or even 
partaking in Holy Communion.

(2) Hobbies and other activities can also damage your spiritual armor. They can keep you away from giving back to 
God a few of the hours of the life He has blessed you with for times of corporate praise, worship, and Bible study.

This list could go on and on, so it's hard to name them all since many things could get in the way, many of which are not 
overtly sinful. 

Since COVID-19 arose and, along with it, televised online worship, we have gotten all too comfortable worshipping 
from home. There is nothing comfier than watching the service in your pajamas with a hot cup of your favorite morning 
beverage with a bagel or your favorite breakfast snack. It happened to our worship team during the first few months of 
COVID lock-downs. We would pre-record the service on Saturday and be free until Monday morning. It felt pretty 
good!

For those who feel safe enough to go shopping at Walmart, Brookshire's, or Mac's CashSaver, then coming to church on 
Sunday morning during safe times should be on your agenda! The same goes for hair and nail grooming and a host of 
other activities! Be bold and be brave, but do it safely! This does not apply if you are sick, immune-compromised, or 
care for a sick loved one.
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So what can we do to stay safe in a world of temptations and enemies of the faith?

(1)  We have to fully come to the understanding that we are in the midst of a spiritual war — Ephesians 
6:10-12 “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you 
will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, 
and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”

If you don’t recognize that fact, you run the risk of being a casualty of that war.

(2)  Check Your Armor — 
 
• First things first — Are you even wearing any of God's armor, or is that just your Superman or Wonder Woman 

Pajamas posing as armor? We will have a very tough going amid a spiritual battle with that kind of armor!

• Secondly, If you are wearing your spiritual armor, you have to daily assess yourself. You will want to be 
looking for holes and cracks in your spiritual armor. Understand that such "cracks" can lead us astray and into 
sin and rebellion against God. Believe me, there were many times when I thought I had on my spiritual armor 
only to realize that I was only wearing my spiritual Fruit of the Loom! By the way, those fiery darts of the 
wicked one really sting!

(3)  Do not neglect worshipping together in God’s house. The Passion translation translates Hebrews 10:25 
beautifully, “This is not the time to pull away and neglect meeting together, as some have formed the habit of 
doing. [Have you developed such a habit? If so, break it before it breaks you!] In fact, we should come 
together even more frequently, eager to encourage and urge each other onward as we anticipate that day 
dawning.” 

(4)  Immerse yourself in God’s Word; you can do that alone, with family, and together as a body of believers in 
Sunday School, Bible Studies, and Worship! Paul writes, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

I want to encourage you to let no "hole or crack" develop in your spiritual pipeline to God, your armor of God. 
But instead, put on the whole armor of God. In so doing,  you will be able to fight the good fight of faith for the 
glory of God, the encouragement of the family of faith, and the salvation of souls! 

Oh, and by the way. 

Let our attitude be that of King David in Psalm 122:1 when he said, “A song of ascents. Of David. I rejoiced with 
those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

Earlier this month, we reaffirmed our baptismal covenant. Let me paraphrase it for you. "As members of this 
congregation, we are called to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service, and our witness."

So, put on the whole armor of God and avoid that which might steer you away from God. By doing so, you will 
bring glory and honor to God and be increasingly transformed into the image of Christ Jesus!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!
Pastor Gary
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The Peril of Ignoring Spiritual Realities
In Nehemiah, after the group became effective at working with the trowel in building the wall, there came a time 
when their enemies gathered and they had to become skilled with the sword. What a picture for an effective 
gospel worker: a trowel of evangelism in one hand and a sword of prayer in the other. Such a person will not only 
find their way to the front lines, but they will also have what it takes to stay on the front lines. Seedbed is pleased 
to announce the release of A Trowel and a Sword: Prayer Practices for Those on the Frontlines of the Gospel (A 
Fresh Expressions Book) by Verlon Fosner and Jon Davis.
—
In the age of enlightenment, we can seem dismissive of the supernatural. We analyze, explain, and justify things 
by the scientific method. I am all for science and what it has taught us about the world. I have to believe if you are 
reading this you are also a person of faith knowing that all we see is not all there is. I don’t want to delve into all 
of the mysteries of faith and Scripture. I do believe the Word of God is true and as Article Six of the Thirty-Nine 
Articles states:

Holy Scripture contains all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical Books of 
the Old and New Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in the Church.
I would also approach this from a creedal perspective. I believe that Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds state true 
Christian faith and this is what a Christian believes. As related to Scripture, it is an absolute that God created this 
world. Was it accomplished in six, twenty-four-hour days? Or are the days mentioned segments of time beyond 
what we understand? There is room for interpretation on this; we may disagree on the how of creation, but I still 
believe the essential tenets of the creeds—I believe in God the Father, Maker of heaven and earth. My point 
would be as we look at a biblical warrant for spiritual warfare, we might interpret the material differently at times, 
but we will all see the presence of spiritual realities.

A quarter of Jesus’ ministry dealt specifically with conflict between the kingdom of God and the dominion of 
darkness and evil. The very incarnation of Christ was the beginning of an assault on Satan’s domain. Jesus came 
to crush Satan under His feet. Jesus begins His ministry, immediately following His baptism by John in the Jordan 
River, by being led by the Spirit into the wilderness where He would fast for forty days and be tempted by the 
devil. In this spiritual warfare, Jesus uses Scripture as His response to what the devil was offering and He emerges 
victorious from this wilderness journey.

There are multiple instances of demonic deliverances throughout the Gospels. In these accounts, the demons 
declare who Jesus is, submit to His authority, and recognize their defeat. We cannot ignore these stories and 
teachings simply because we are living in an age of rationalism. All that being said, the biblical picture is not one 
of dualism. We are not in Star Wars dealing with equal parts of the Light Side and the Dark Side of the Force. 
Thankfully, our God is omnipotent and omniscient—He is all-powerful and all-knowing. Satan and the forces of 
evil are not.

In the story of Job in the Old Testament we are given an account where God is proud of His servant Job and Satan 
challenges God that Job is only good because God had blessed him! God permits Satan to wreak disaster on Job’s 
life, destroying his family, taking his wealth, and then inflicting him with disease. Satan could not do this without 
God’s permission. God is not the cause of evil; He is holy and righteous.

I don’t have the space here to deal with all the issues of providence, sovereignty, and the problem of evil in this 
world. We can say that Jesus came to establish the kingdom of God, to defeat Satan, and to redeem us from sin. 
Mike Atkins, my lifelong friend and mentor, once explained it this way: People ask: “If God is good, then why is 
there evil in this world?” Be assured God will judge every evil act. Every violence, murder, thievery, atrocity. All 
the evil in the world is being recorded and there is a day of judgment coming. It is time that is posted on God’s 
eternal calendar. God will pour out His wrath against sin and His justice will prevail.

There was also a day of judgment two thousand years ago when Jesus was nailed to the cross and took upon 
Himself the burden of all the evil that had been and would be committed. “For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21 ESV). The good news 

Continued on Page 7
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who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21 ESV). The good news 
is that we choose which day of judgment we will be under. Will we stand alone before almighty God, giving an 
account for our lives, knowing that if we are guilty of one infraction—one lie, one evil thought—we are guilty of 
breaking all of the law; or will we put our faith in Jesus, repent of our sin, and believe in Him to be our Savior and 
Redeemer.

There is a widely held view regarding the consummation of the kingdom of God and the second coming of Christ 
rooted in a metaphor of D-Day and VE-Day. On June 6, 1944, when the Allied invasion of the European continent 
was successful, the war was over. Germany had lost and they could not stand against the wave of military that 
would flow all the way to Berlin. However, there would be some eleven months of battles, destruction, and 
thousands of lives lost until Germany would surrender on what became known as Victory in Europe Day, May 8, 
1945. The cross of Jesus and His resurrection were a D-Day moment. Satan was utterly and completely defeated. 
Jesus was the Christus Victor! The consummation of God’s kingdom at the return of Christ will be like a VE-Day. 
Until then, we live in an in-between time of the “already” and “not yet.” Victory in Christ is ours. In the spiritual 
sense, we possess everything necessary as kingdom people, heirs and joint heirs, redeemed, reconciled, and made 
righteous in Christ. However, in this season we still have spiritual warfare; there are battles to be fought, 
casualties, and destruction. Yet we fight on, knowing of an assured victory in Jesus.

We have instruction to put on the whole armor of God and, having done all, to stand against the fiery darts of the 
devil (see Ephesians 6:10–18). We are also told that our warfare is not fleshly but rather divine, destroying 
strongholds of the enemy (see 2 Corinthians 10:3–6). Again, we are warned: “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8 ESV).

Missional, frontline, trowel-and-sword prayer is grounded in spiritual warfare. It is fulfilling a first-commission 
mandate, found in Genesis 1:28 (ESV):
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.”

In Luke 10, Jesus sends out seventy-two of His followers and disciples on a mission. It is a central narrative to 
how we understand the mission of the church today. They return, rejoicing, and we have this account:

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” And he said 
to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, 
that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” (vv. 17–20 ESV)

These words of Jesus are important for so many reasons. While there is an over-focus in some corners on spiritual 
warfare and demonic activity, what I hear in this passage is the power of evil is to be contended with and 
confronted. While we contend with evil in order to advance the kingdom, our loud rejoicing is reserved for what 
Christ Jesus has done for us! So, as we go forward into the chapters before us, may we never forget to rejoice over 
the “already” more than we contend for the “not yet.” This is Jesus’ directive to us all.

By Verlon Fosner
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
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4th Sunday After the Epiphany                  
Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 1:4-10;                                             
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794);                             

1 Cor 13:1-13;                                              
Luke 4:21-30 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Man Comes to Christ after Finding Bible Lost by Pastor Nearly 15 Years Ago Milton Quintanilla An Oklahoma 
pastor recently shared that a man came to Christ after discovering a Bible he lost 15 years ago.

Pastor Paul Daugherty, a pastor at the Tulsa-based megachurch, Victory, shared the story in a post on Facebook titled 
"Crazy Story."  "Meet Clayton – he found this old Bible at a shelter 10 years ago and started reading it, and saw the 
name P. DAUGHERTY on the front cover not knowing who that was but seeing all kind of little journal notes, and 
underlines and scribble thoughts next to scripture verses from the Old Testament to the New Testament," he wrote.

According to Daugherty, Clayton shared that he occasionally read the Bible over the years and "treasured those little 
scribbled thoughts and notes as much as the Bible verses." Recently, Clayton "surrendered his life to Christ … and 
broke free of a lot of stuff."

After his conversion, Clayton showed up at Victory last weekend and asked Daugherty if this was his Bible. "He 
came to church tonight and showed me the Bible and asked if I knew who's it was!!? It was my old Bible from 
middle & high school that I lost and hadn't seen in 15 years!!!" Daugherty wrote. "God used my old messy scribbled 
in Bible to save this guy's life who now is saved, set free, and brought his whole family with kids to church 
tonight!!!! The WORD IS ALIVE AND POWERFUL!!!" he declared.

Daugherty's post, which has 14,000 likes, included a picture of him and Clayton holding a large, worn-out Bible. 
According to Church Leaders, users in the comments section praised God for the testimony, with some praying that 
their lost Bibles would also lead someone to Christ.

"My Bible … that I spent hours a day pouring over as a teen…that I took with me to Bible college … that was full of 
notes and memories of time spent with the Father, was stolen before we moved out of state," one user wrote. "I have 
mourned that Bible for so long … the wrinkled pages from tears of revelation, the verses I could turn to from 
memory … One man's testimony is another man's prophecy! I have never heard a story so similar, and I'm excited to 
believe for a similar outcome!!”

"Absolutely love how God uses our imperfect to touch someone else ... if you have 'lost' something, don't sweat over 
it, trust that God knows where it is, and it's not wasted!!" another user said.

Odd News in the Christian World


