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            January 27, 2021

Sunday 
9:00 a.m.—Family Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist;  

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kimberly Easter, nursery 

attendants 
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First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 28 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor (everyone) 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
     5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY—”BREATHE AGAIN” ZOOM 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
     5:30 PM TRUSTEES—Averitt Hall 
     6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, February 3 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
January  Attendance              Offerings 
   
3rd Family (9:00)  17 
 Sun. School (9:35) 13 
 Sanctuary (10:45) 25  $ 5,115.00 
10th Family (9:00)  23  
 Sun. School (9:35) 17 
 Sanctuary (10:45) 35  $ 3,998.36 
17th Family (9:00)  26 
 Sun. School (9:35) 20 
 Sanctuary (10:45) 27 $ 3,926.00 
24th Family (9:00)  17 
 Sun. School (9:35) 19 
 Sanctuary (10:45) 37 $26,545.47
  

“Jonah Encounters God’s Grace and Mercy”  

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so 
make sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please 
read: The Book of Jonah  
 As the Book of Jonah opens we see God giving Jonah a call to go to the “great 

[gentile] city of Nineveh.” The Lord gives the following reason for Jonah’s prophetic mis-

sion. God said, “Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its 

people are.” (Jonah 1:1) Like any good and faithful prophet of God, Jonah got right to it! 

Right? No, Jonah not only didn’t get right to it, but he decided to get about as far away 

from Nineveh as he could. So faithful Jonah went down to the nearby seaport at Joppa 

and bought a one-way ticket to Tarshish, which was about 500-hundred miles in the 

wrong direction! What transpires next is the classic account of Jonah’s less than stellar 

Mediterranean cruise experience. God was not too pleased with Jonah’s decision, so the 

Lord caused a violent storm to arise.  

 While Jonah peacefully napped down below in the ship’s hold, the storm so 

rocked the boat that the ship’s captain woke Jonah up and asked him to pray to his God 

for mercy so that their lives would be spared. Meanwhile, the ship’s crew decided to cast 

lots to discover who brought this deadly storm upon them. Casting lots was essentially 

throwing something akin to dice to make a decision. Guess who lost this toss of the dice? 

Yep, Jonah lost, and rightly so! Unsurprisingly, the crew had a slew of questions for him!  

Questions like:  (1) “What did you do to bring this awful storm on us?” (2) “Who are 

you?” (3) “What is your line of work?” (4) And so on… Jonah fessed up and told them he 

was a Hebrew who worshipped the Lord, the God of heaven who made the sea and the 

land. Jonah also told them that he was running away from the Lord. Seems kind of strange 

that a prophet who believed that God made the heavens and the sea would try to run away 

by land and sea! Let me modernize the crew’s response. “Yikes! Why would you do such 

a thing?” No answer was apparently forthcoming from Jonah. So, as the storm raged, the 

crew asked Jonah how they could stop this life-threatening menace. His only solution was 

to throw him overboard to his doom in the stormy sea! Despite Jonah’s initial plea to be 

tossed into the drink, sea that is, the crew feverishly tried even harder to row the boat 

ashore. It was to no avail; the storm was too great. So they tossed Jonah overboard with a 

splash and a sigh of relief as the storm abated. Little did he know it, but Jonah had his 

first gentile converts as the captain and crew were awestruck by the Lord’s great power, 

and they offered him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him. 

 Rather than let Jonah perish in the deep, God arranged for a great fish to provide 

him a unique ride back to Nineveh. Not exactly luxury accommodations, but it certainly 

gave Jonah an interesting time to think and reflect! This brings us to Jonah, Chapter Two: 

While in the tomb-like belly of this great sea creature, Jonah decided to pray.  Good idea, 

eh? Perhaps if he had done that initially, he could have avoided this little divine back-

tracking journey to Nineveh. But as his life as slipping away with seaweed wrapped 

around his head, Jonah promised to serve the Lord and keep his vows. Jonah was then 

unceremoniously vomited onto the shores of Nineveh. Enter Jonah, Chapter Three: Once  

What’s the Difference? 

 
January 22, 2021 

Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional 

Some days you can handle a whole series of setbacks, dis-
ruptions and pain with no trouble at all. Other days you 
struggle to hang on if even one troublesome thing occurs. 
What’s the difference? Your thoughts. This is why Paul’s 
words from his letter to the Romans are so helpful. They 
remind you it’s your mind that decides how to interpret 
what happens to you and not the events themselves. “Live 
under the control of the Holy Spirit. If you do, you will think 
about what the Spirit wants. The thoughts of a person 
ruled by sin bring death. But the mind ruled by the Spirit 
brings life and peace.” (Romans 8:5-6 NRIV)  So remember 
this when things get tough today: Inviting the Holy Spirit to 
shape your mind will make all the difference in the world 
about what kind of day – and life – you have.  

CHILDREN’S NURSERY  
 

The nursery is open and available to 
all children ages three and under on 

Sunday morning beginning at 
8:45.a.m. until noon. 

https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/


 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
AT HOME 

 

The Boy at the Temple      
January 31-February 6, 2021 

 

Read Together:  “The Boy at the Temple” (pages 230-
233 in the Spark Story Bible). You might read Luke 2:41
-52 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family Conversation Cues (younger children) 
Young Jesus wanted everyone to know about God’s 
love.  What are some thing you know about God’s 
love? 
 
Family Conversation Cues (older children) 
The Bible is the living word of God.  It speaks to us 
all in different ways.  What is God telling you through 
this story?  What are some ways you can show God’s 
love to your family, friends, and teachers? 
 
Family Blessing 

Children learn from adults and adults learn from chil-
dren.  Together, we learn more. [Family member’s 
name], you can help others learn about God’s 
love.  You are a blessing.   

    

1/19 Janice Jetton 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/19 Santo Petitto 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/22 Bill Nielsen 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/23 Carolyn Clegg 1/31 Pat Souter 

1/24 Mitzi Bagwell   

    

“BREATHE AGAIN” 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 31 at 5:30 p.m. 

Bible Study Lead by Pastor Gary Maskell 
 

This study is available on Zoom.  Pastor Gary will 
send the link by email each week.  If you would 
like to be sent a link, please contact Pastor Gary at 
gary.maskell@arumc.org 

again, the Lord spoke to Jonah. “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message of judgment I have given 

you.” This time, Jonah did as God had commanded and preached a pretty non-specific message, “Forty days from now Nineveh 

will be destroyed!” Non-specific message?  Well, there’s no call to repentance, no solution to the problem, just a message of 

doom! Despite Jonah’s half-hearted message, all of the people, from the King to the commoner, fasted and repented in sackcloth 

and ashes! Verse 10 tells us, “When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his 

mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.”  End of the story? Jonah, Chapter Four: Was Jonah happy about 

His rousing evangelistic success in Nineveh? Not at all! Jonah fled God’s call because he was afraid that his message of warn-

ing might be heeded by the people of Nineveh and that they might actually repent and be spared from destruction! What? Was-

n’t that God’s intent? Yes, but wait, it gets worse! Despite being shown God’s grace and mercy in his own disobedience, Jonah 

complains about that same grace and mercy when God showed it to others that he didn’t like!  Jonah was so filled with hatred 

for people he never met that he would rather see these 120,000 people destroyed rather than be saved! Jonah’s hatred of the peo-

ple of Nineveh was so great that God’s forgiveness of the people of Nineveh made him want to die!   
 

It's the same temptation we face today, and that is the temptation to retreat, and like Jonah, some of us might even pray for 

God's condemnation of a culture that has become a cesspool of evil, and we anxiously await God's wrath to be poured out on it. 

Some are even so hateful that they pray for the death and destruction of those with whom they merely disagree. That is not the 

way of Christ! We are called to be witnesses of the grace, mercy, and love of our Lord Jesus Christ to all we meet in this world. 

Praying for peace, reconciliation, and unity with all people. Will all receive that message of salvation by grace through faith?  

Sadly, no, but the church is still called to go into the world and announce the good news that God is offering salvation as a free 

gift to any who will receive it, including those you consider to be the “Ninevites" of the world! 
 

Let me close with a few questions: (1) Who are the Ninevites in your life? (2) Where is your Tarshish? Is it your own circle of 

like-minded friends who echo your same thoughts and dislikes? (3) What’s your response to God’s grace, mercy, and call on 

your life? (4) Will you book the earliest ship to a distant Tarshish, or will you answer that call with a resounding yes? 
 

Choose wisely and…   

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!                   Pastor Gary 

Prepare for the week ahead 
 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Color: Green 
Deut. 18:15-20, Ps 111, 1 Cor. 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

 

The First Meeting of 2021 for 
Trustees, Tuesday, February 2nd  

at 5:30 in Averitt Hall  

    

2/1 Pam McDonald 2/16 Sharon Hester 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 02/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 02/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 02/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 02/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 02/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 02/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Kelli Barnhart 02/25 Rusty McDonald 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 02/28 Barry Robble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 02/29 Parks Epperson 

Psalm 111 
Praise the Lord! 
 

I thank the Lord with all my heart in the com-
pany of those who do right, in the congrega-
tion. 

2 
The works of the Lord are magnificent; 

they are treasured by all who desire them. 
3 
God’s deeds are majestic and glorious. 

God’s righteousness stands forever. 
4 
God is famous for his wondrous works. 

The Lord is full of mercy and compassion. 
5 
God gives food to those who honor him. 

God remembers his covenant forever. 
6 
God proclaimed his powerful deeds to his people 

and gave them what had belonged to other 
nations. 

7 
God’s handiwork is honesty and justice; 

all God’s rules are trustworthy— 
8
 they are established always and forever: 

they are fulfilled with truth and right doing. 
9 
God sent redemption for his people; 

God commanded that his covenant last forev-
er. Holy and awesome is God’s name 

10 
Fear of the Lord is where wisdom begins; 

sure knowledge is for all who keep God’s laws. 
 

        God’s praise lasts forever!  


