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       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           January 26, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

“A Damaged Pipe, Pajamas, and a Crack in the Armor” 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very 
abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can 
read the whole sermon ("A Damaged Pipe, Pajamas, and a Crack in the Armor!") 
in the Magnolia Messenger. Please read Ephesians 6:10-18. It was a whirlwind of 
emotions this past week, so when I put the final touches on this morning's sermon 
last night, I was elated! I read it over and noted that it was theologically sound, 
made sense, and was encouraging. Despite my glowing approval, I was not 
moved by what I penned. The Holy Spirit sent me in a different direction towards 
a biblical truth that needs to be shared. 

 

Sunday morning, I began the sermon by holding a pipe in my right hand. This 
may have appeared to be an ordinary, rusty old pipe of no significance. It was 
indeed an ordinary, rusty pipe, but to me, it will always have significance beyond 
its worn outward appearance. The pipe was from the Warren First United Meth-
odist Church parsonage. Sometime within the six years, we were blessed to serve 
at Warren First UMC, we noticed a faint smell of gas in the parsonage kitchen. 
We called the gas company to assess the situation. One of the techs came out and 
found a small leak on the water heater valve. He advised us to open up the doors 
and windows as much as possible to air out the house of any remaining harmful 
gas fumes. He then applied some sort of goop to the leak and proclaimed that it 
was now safe for humans, dogs, and small furry forest creatures. Problem 
solved? In a word, "No." We did as instructed, but the gas smell returned after 
keeping the house closed for a few days. We were afraid to use the electrical 
outlets in the kitchen or fire up the stove for fear of an explosion. The gas tech 
was called back, and he checked the water heater from top to bottom but no 
detectable problems. The tech then ventured under the house into the dark, 
creepy, and spider-ridden lair that was the crawl-space. He told us that he 
detected an area where the smell was strongest. He shut off the gas and 
dissembled the questionable pipe section to further look for a leak. Over the 
years, lime had slowly eaten a hole in the pipe until it broke all the way through. 
It then allowed the gas to escape and slowly poison us. What happened? The pipe 
was eaten from the outside to the inside. It didn't happen immediately, but it took 
time and the right conditions to allow the pipe's protective casing to become 
eroded all the way through, allowing the gas to slowly poison us. In other words, 
what was once helpful had now become deadly! 

 

In our passage for this morning, the Apostle Paul advises us to put on the whole 
armor of God so that we can stand against the trickery and deceptions of the evil 
one. All of our spiritual armor pieces are defensive, with only the Sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God, left as our primary offensive and defensive weapon. In 
some ways, we are like the damaged pipe. Paul knew that if we failed to put on 
this spiritual armor, we might be led astray by the temptations of this world. Paul 
also knew that if we did not put on our spiritual armor, we would be easy prey to 
be attacked by the evil one and the world's opposition to the Gospel of Christ Je-
sus. 

 

 



So let me ask you, What might be damaging your spiritual armor and "walk" with God? Here is a small 
selection of possibilities. (1) Outright sin and believing the "Lie" — Outright sin is obvious, but be-
lieving the lie is believing that you have gone so far away from God that forgiveness is not possible. 
That is a common belief that sometimes stops people from coming to church or even partaking in Holy 
Communion. Quick answer, you have not gone so far away from God that His grace and mercy cannot 
save you! (2) Hobbies and other activities that keep you away from giving back to God a few hours of 
the life He has blessed you to join together for corporate praise, worship, and Bible study. This list 
could go on and on, so it's hard to name them all since many things could get in the way, many of which 
are not overtly sinful. (3) One thing that does come to mind is becoming too comfortable. Since 
COVID-19 arose and with it televised online worship, we have gotten all too comfortable worshipping 
from home. It happened to our worship team during the first few months of COVID lock-downs. We 
would pre-record the service on Saturday and be free until Monday morning. There is nothing comfier 
than watching the service in your pajamas with a hot cup of your favorite morning beverage and a bagel 
or your favorite breakfast snack. Are you ready? For those who feel safe enough to go shopping at 
Walmart, Brookshire's, or Mac's CashSaver, then coming to church on Sunday morning during safe 
times should be on your agenda! The same goes for hair and nail grooming and a host of other activi-
ties! This does not apply if you are sick, immune-compromised, or caring for a sick loved one. So, be 
bold and be brave, but do it safely! 

 

So what can we do to stay spiritually safe in a world of temptations and enemies of the faith? (1) We 
have to fully come to the understanding that we are in the midst of a spiritual war — Ephesians 
6:10-12 "A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God's armor so 
that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against 
flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty 
powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places." By the way, if you don't rec-
ognize that fact, then you run the risk of being a casualty of that war. (2) Check Your Armor — (a) 
First things first — Are you even wearing any of God's armor, or is that just your Superman or Wonder 
Woman Pajamas posing as armor? We will have tough going amid a spiritual battle with that kind of 
armor! (b) Secondly, If you are wearing your spiritual armor, you must assess yourself daily. You 
would want to be looking for holes and cracks in your spiritual armor; these are holes and cracks that 
could lead us astray and into sin and rebellion against God. Believe me, there were many times when I 
thought I had on my spiritual armor only to realize that I was only wearing my spiritual Fruit of the 
Loom! By the way, those fiery darts of the wicked one really sting! (3) Do not neglect worshipping 
together in God's house. The Passion translation translates Hebrews 10:25 beautifully, "This is not the 
time to pull away and neglect meeting together, as some have formed the habit of doing. In fact, we 
should come together even more frequently, eager to encourage and urge each other onward as we an-
ticipate that day dawning." (4) Immerse yourself in God's Word; you can do that alone, with family, 
and together as a body of believers in Sunday School, Bible Studies, and Worship! Paul writes, "I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God." 
 

I want to encourage you to let no crack develop in your spiritual armor or your pipeline of prayer to 
God. But put on the whole armor of God that you might fight the good fight of faith for the glory of 
God, the encouragement of the family of faith, and the salvation of souls! Oh, and by the way. Let our 
attitude be that of King David in Psalm 122:1 when he said, "A song of ascents. Of David. I rejoiced 
with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 

Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 2022: Trust God 

 

Read A Wonderful Dream (pp. 21-22) together.  You 
might also read Genesis chapters 25 and 27-28 in your 
Bible or at biblegateway.com.   

Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the sto-
ry.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from his or 
her heart and mind. 

Think together.  Share what the story means for you. You 
might use one of the following questions to start the con-
versation.  What is something you noticed for the first 
time in this story?  What are you wondering about?  What 
did this story help you learn about God’s love and care for 
you?   

Share a bedtime blessing.  Trust God to guide and pro-
tect you.  God is always with you.  You are a blessing. 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR BOTTLE TO THE 

CHURCH ON OR BEFORE  FEBRUARY 2ND. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 

2/4 Todd Metcalf 2/16 Ben Lindsey 

2/5 Judd Hickmott 2/18 Addilyn Cogbill 

2/6 Kim McMahen 2/19 Seth Jordan Britt 

2/7 Casey Carter 2/20 Kris Ray 

2/9 Mary Wyrick 2/20 Judy Henderson 

2/10 Sam Cross 2/21 Ed Kardas 

2/12 Amy Garland 2/23 Hunter Epperson 

2/12 Glenn Watson 2/23 Katherine Klucar 

2/12 Reid Woodward 2/23 Elizabeth Ray 

2/13 Johnny Dees 2/24 Laura Neill 

2/13 Madeline Robichaux 2/24 Peyton Thomas 

2/14 Ashley Dingham 2/28 Barry Ribble 

2/16 Thomas Fallin 2/29 Parks Epperson 

2/16 Sharon Hester   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   6:00 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, JANUARY 31 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM TRUSTEES COMMITTEE MEETING (Averitt) 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM TBA CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
January  2                    $1,521.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)       15   
 Sanctuary (10:15)             41 
January 9      $6,792.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             65 
January 16                    $4,095.00 
  Sunday School (9:15)       12 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              48 
January 23    $26,351.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)         32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               74 
 

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

5:30 P.M. 

AVERITT HALL 


