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         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            January 20, 2021

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 
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AR 
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84 

Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 21 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor (everyone) 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
     5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY—”BREATHE AGAIN” ZOOM 
MONDAY, JANUARY 25 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
January 3                      15 (9:00)    
                                     23 (10:45)            $5,115.00 
January 10                    23 (9:00) 
             33 (10:45)            $3,998.36 
January 17                    26  (9:00)                  
                                     26 (10:45)             $3,926.00 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Marian G. (Tootsie) Schmidt. 

“Answering the Call in 2021!”  
 

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon and much is missing, 
so make sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and 
more!] Please read: 1 Samuel 3:1-10  
 
"Mr. Watson, come here -- I want to see you.”  These are the famous first words 

that were ever transmitted by telephone, spoken by Alexander Graham Bell March 

10, 1876, into an early telephone prototype and heard by his assistant, Thomas A. 

Watson, in their Boston laboratory. The proof that Watson, who was in another 

part of the lab, heard those words on a device at his end was that he came as 

summoned. Watson, we can say, was the first to "take the call.” Of course, we've 

been taking calls ever since, and some have been memorable. In 1969, astronauts 

Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong took a call from President Richard Nixon while 

they were on the moon. Most of the calls we take, however, are not from famous 

people and are often about unexciting events. Still, we get useful information that 

keeps our schedules ticking or updates us on family news or just puts us in touch 

with friends. In recent years, however, our home and cell phones are increasingly 

being filled with SPAM or potential SPAM callers. In fact, according one website, 

over half the calls in the U.S. we now receive are the unsolicited messages called 

“spam.” I’ve missed a few important calls in recent years, thinking they were 

spam calls from unknown salespeople trying to scam me. Turns out that some 

were valid calls.  This can happen with really important calls, both calls in the nat-

ural and calls in the supernatural! 

 

All of this leads us to the Scripture story about the young boy Samuel, who was 

snoozing in the worship center at Shiloh, when he heard his name called. He 

answered the call, but assumed the caller was the elderly priest Eli. He went to Eli 

who told Samuel, “I didn’t call, go back to bed!” After this happened three times, 

Eli finally realized that it must be the Lord summoning the boy, so he instructed 

Samuel to answer the call. This time, Samuel knew who the caller was and the im-

portance of that call! And so began Samuel's role as a prophet of the Most High 

God. 

 
I think our problem, when it comes to taking calls from the Lord, is somewhat 

similar to that of young Samuel, i.e., we’re not sure who’s calling. We might ask 

ourselves, “Is it the Lord calling me or is it just an idea that popped in my head?” 

If you’ve got such questions, fear not for you are not alone. So…how we can tell 

when God is calling us.  

Other Days 

Jan 19, 2021  

Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional 

Some days you are filled with energy, excit-
ed about what’s ahead and overflowing with 
hope. And that’s good. But other days – 
perhaps too many days – you are strug-
gling, anxious and wondering what good 
will come out of the day. And while it’s 
heartbreaking, it’s real. If this is one of 
those days, keep reminding yourself that 
God is showering grace upon you overtime, 
Jesus became human to save you and 
bring you life, and the Holy Spirit is weaving 
together the tattered threads of your life into 
a beautiful tapestry. Because this is exactly 
what’s happening – to you, to others and to 
the world. 

CHILDREN’S NURSERY  
 
The nursery is open and available to all children ages 
three and under during worship times on Sunday 
morning beginning at 8:45 a.m. until noon. 

https://arumc.org/2021/01/other-days/
https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/


 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
AT HOME 

 

The Disciples           

January 24-30, 2021 
 

Read together:  “The Disciples” (pages 258-263 in the 
Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Matthew 4:12-23, 9:9-13, 10:1-4; Mark 
1:14-20; Luke 5:1-11, 8:13 in your Bible or at biblegate-
way.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Have you played follow the leader?  The follower tries to 
do everything the leader does.  When you follow Jesus, 
you try to do what Jesus did.  What are some things Jesus 
did?  What are some things you might do to show that you 
follow Jesus? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Jesus gave the disciples the new job of following him and 
“fishing for people.”.  Jesus gives us that job, too.  What 
does it mean to fish for people?  How do we do that? 
 
Family Blessing 
Following Jesus is a job you can do right now.  You can 
keep that job your whole life.   [Family member’s name], 
you are a follower of Jesus.  You are a blessing.   

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Janice Jetton 

1/5 Kristal McDonald 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 

    

Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for new beginnings.  As we leave behind a 
year of trials and difficulties, we give you thanks for 
being with us every day of every year. Thank your for 
giving us grace, and mercy and NEW PLANS! 
 

With every new year YOU give  us the gift of life and 
the gift of time.  Forgive us for the times we so not 
use it wisely.  Help us to manage our time and walk 
wisely in this new year. 
 

May our year be filled with prayer and praise and ser-
vice to God.  As we make our PLANS for the new 
year remind us to commit them all to you and put 
them at your feet. 
 

May we: 
PLAN to have EYES to SEE and Ears to HEAR. 
PLAN to know TRUTH that we may walk in the 
LIGHT. 
PLAN to have GRACE that we may walk with 
strength and soar to new heights. 
PLAN to be KIND that we may walk with those in 
need. 
PLAN to be FORGIVING that we may walk with 
compassion. 
PLAN to be LOVING that we may bless others on 
our journey. 
PLAN to look for the NEW so that we live in antici-
pation of your hand. 
PLAN to use our TIME wisely so we walk confident-
ly that YOU know the number of our days. 
PLAN to BLESS and not to curse others, your crea-
tion and your world. 
PLAN to prosper and not to harm. 
 

Lord, we welcome your amazing grace and unending 
love in this new year.  May your grace and the peace 
of Christ bless us now as we look forward to the days 
ahead.  We give you all the glory that you have 
AMAZING PLANS for our lives. 
 
In Jesus name, AMEN 

After all, it’s not like we have a photo that appears like we see 

when there’s an incoming call on our smartphones. We need to 

carefully listen and discern God’s call and message. By the way, 

I believe that God has a general and a specific call for each of 

us, let’s consider those thoughts. (1) First things first: Just as a 

quick reminder, God has already called you with a general call 

to service and 90% of that call and will for your life is the same 

as everyone else’s call! “Like what?” I hear you say! Oh, like 

loving and worshipping God, loving others, being a positive wit-

ness for Christ, being honest, and so on. And then there’s also a 

definite, “Don’t do this stuff!” list as well. By the way, if you’re 

not sure what those things might be, then the Ten Command-

ments would a good place to start! These are the essentials of 

God’s general call and will for your life from the Scriptures. (2) 

Secondly, I believe that before any of us can fully move on to 

God’s specific call and will for our lives, then I believe it is cru-

cial that we are found faithful in the aforementioned general 

call. To be faithful in those areas brings us to the place where 

we’re able to best hear His voice about the unique and very spe-

cific 10% call and will for your life! (3) Thirdly, now, if you are 

good at math, then you’ll realize that when we have both of 

these hearing and doing events in place, we are then 100% in 

place to hear God’s general and specific will for our lives at that 

time! (4) Lastly, when we start to do those  things, which we 

believe God might be calling us, we are beginning to walk in 

faith. God calls and we can either "Decline" the call or "Accept" 

the call. Let me recommend that we - by exercising our faith - 

tap to “Accept” God's call and see what He has for us to do. 

Once we fully understand what God is calling us to do, then we 

must begin to put those things into action in our lives. This re-

quires persistence! We should not understate the importance of 

finishing what we start. Jesus said, "No one who puts a hand to 

the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 

9:62). Needless to say, nothing ever gets finished that doesn't 

get started. In other words, we need to get started! 
 

So, what is waiting to get started in your life? Is there anything 

you feel God is giving you a nudge about? Have you tested it?  

Have you prayed about it? Is it possible God is calling you to get 

training for something? Is it possible God is calling you to start 

something? Is it possible God is calling you to begin the walk of 

faith? Are there discouragers or opponents or distractions in 

your life that are stopping you from starting? The Bible suggests 

that sometimes you have to make a start anyway to find out 

what should be finished. Please note, that not everything should 

be finished, but sometimes, we won't know until we begin. 
 

Like Samuel, the call you hear, or have been hearing for a very 

long time, may be your name followed by "I‘ve got something 

special for you to do.” Let our response be as the elder priest Eli 

recommended to young Samuel, “Speak, Lord, your servant is 

listening.”    
 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, 

so be one!                                                   Pastor Gary 


