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       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           January 19, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sermon in a SNAP! 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a 
very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, 
you can read the whole sermon ("The Wedding at Cana of Galilee!") in the 
Magnolia Messenger Read through Luke 2:1-11. 
 

Take a moment and read John 2:1-11 from your favorite translation, and then 
come back! Back already? Great! In biblical times, Jewish weddings were not 
always secular events accented with $1,500.00 wedding dresses, rented tuxe-
dos, and all of the trimmings needed for the blessed event. Those events were 
religious rites that celebrated a couple's commitment to God and each other. 
This doesn't mean they didn't party hardy, they sure enough did, and they did 
so in one massive and extended feast. These were not one or two-hour celebra-
tions like we might have; theirs often lasted a full 7, and sometimes 8 days 
long! Sounds great, right? It sounds great unless you're the groom! It was the 
bridegroom's responsibility to supply all that was needed for this blessed and 
very lengthy event...and one of those responsibilities was providing the wine 
for this grand time of celebration!   
 

With that thought in mind, let's step back some 2,000 years ago to Cana on that 
special 3rd day of the week! So, what's so special about the third day? The 
third after what? The 3rd day of the week, our Tuesday is known as the day of 
double blessings. It has been called this because it is "...the best day of the 
week to begin a new life." Why? On the third day of creation, God declared 
this particular day to be "good" not once but twice! (Read Genesis 1:1-12 for 
more information!) So now you know! In our passage, we find ourselves in the 
small town of Cana of Galilee. By our standards, it's a crummy town of very 
little significance, but with God, that doesn't matter very much, does it? Once 
our thoughts go to the little town of Bethlehem, we stop worrying about the 
significance of little towns because God can, and has used, people and places 
of little earthly importance and has used them in mighty ways for His glory. As 
we scan the scene, we notice some worried looks on a few of the faces, but be-
fore we can ask what's happened, we hear murmurings that they have run out 
of wine. We look to our guide for answers about all the fuss and worry. To us, 
it's not a big deal! He informs us that it is a huge deal in a Jewish wedding. He 
continues on to say, "To fail in providing adequately for the guests would in-
volve social disgrace. In the closely-knit communities of Jesus' day, such an 
error would never be forgotten. It would haunt the newly married couple all 
their lives." Not only that, but the wine was a rabbinic sign of joy. So, to run 
out of wine would almost have been "the equivalent of admitting that neither 
the guests nor the bride and groom were happy." We're not sure if the host did-
n't plan right, had more really thirsty guests than expected, or was simply too 
poor to have enough wine on hand. But whatever the reason, this was a serious 
situation for this young couple. 

 



So, Mary told Jesus, "They have no wine." After a minor disagreement as to the timing, Jesus 
agrees to help them with their problem. Mary tells the servants something that ought to make 
our ears perk up; she said, "Whatever He says to you, do it." After they heard what Jesus told 
them to do, they began to do it! Here's a question for you, "What if we would also do whatever 
Jesus says to us? How different would the world look if we would just do as Jesus tells us?" As 
we ponder this question, Jesus gave them instructions, and the servants filled up the 6-big wa-
ter pots, just as Jesus had directed! This was a more challenging task than we might imagine. 
These aren't small pots like we would use for cooking Ramen Noodles; these were large, heavy 
stone water pots that hold around 20-30 gallons of water each. Filling these pots with water had 
to be an act of faith on the part of the servants, but genuine faith would come afterward. But 
wait...six water pots, what does that number 6 mean? Seven, we know, is the biblical number 
of perfection or completeness, but 6 is the number of imperfection or a state of being incom-
plete! This stands for unregenerate, imperfect, and incomplete people. People who are stone-
cold and empty must have a miracle happen in their lives. This is getting interesting... The 
servants completed the laborious task, and Jesus asked them to step further out in faith and 
draw out some of the water they just put into the pots and deliver it to the master of the feast! 
I'm not sure when, but the water in those pots miraculously turned into wine, and so when the 
"master of the feast" tasted it, he didn't taste water or even cheap wine; he tasted the best wine! 
He said, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well 
drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" 
 

The water, normally used for ceremonial cleansing, was turned into wine. So, that which had 
formerly only temporarily cleansed a person on the outside now became symbolic of the Blood 
of Jesus that washes us clean forever (Luke 22:20). But how many can it cleanse? Is there a 
limit? Well, ceremonially speaking, a cup of water was used for the cleansing of up to 100 peo-
ple. The 120-180 gallons that these vessels provided give us a picture of the limitless cleansing 
power of the blood of Christ. Interestingly, the master of the feast remarked that the bride-
groom had saved the best wine until last. To me, this signifies that the New Covenant, through 
Jesus' shed blood, can permanently cleanse us (represented by the wine), is far superior to the 
Old Covenant, which can only temporarily set aside our sins (represented by the water). 
 

But as great as this was to witness, the Apostle John tells us that this miracle in Cana of Galilee 
was just the beginning of signs, and by performing this miracle, Jesus not only showed forth 
His glory, but His disciples believed in Him. John 2:11 John even tells us why he recorded this 
account, "...but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you may have life in His name." John 20:31 
 

In Jesus' act of grace and mercy to a poor family in providing one of the elements of joy for 
their wedding, He demonstrated that His grace and mercy are available for each and every one 
of us in our spiritual poverty and need as well. He can take our hard and spiritually empty 
hearts and fill us with His presence and transform our lives into something fit for the master of 
eternity. He provides salvation and joy for us in this world. Not only that, but He gives it for all 
of eternity until we join together as His bride in the wedding feast to come in glory! It's only a 
breath and a prayer away! Come to Him this day, for salvation is free and open to all. 
 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 

Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 2022: Trust God 

 

Read Strange Visitors (pp. 20-21) together.  You 
might also read Genesis chapters 15 and 17 in your Bi-
ble or at biblegateway.com.   
 

Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the 
story.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from 
his or her heart and mind. 
 

Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
You might use one of the following questions to start 
the conversation.  What is something you noticed for 
the first time in this story?  What are you wondering 
about?  What did this story help you learn about trust-
ing God’s promises?   
 

Share a bedtime blessing.  Trust God to guide and 
protect you.  God is always with you.  You are a  
blessing. 
 

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 

    

    

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 

WILL MEET AGAIN ON JANUARY 26 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE AND  

BRING A FRIEND 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Molly Burns 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “Survey of the Bible" (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JANUARY 24 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
January  2                    $1,521.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)       15   
 Sanctuary (10:15)             41 
January 9      $6,792.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             65 
January 16                    $4,095.00 
  Sunday School (9:15)       12 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              48 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday at 5:30 p.m. (Zoom) 

 

The Bible is the most revered, respected and celebrated books 
of all time. Since the first published book (a Bible, of course!) 
rolled off the Gutenberg press over five hundred years ago, it 
has been a perpetual bestseller, far surpassing sales of any oth-
er volume in human history. 

For Christians, however, the Bible is not just 
a bestseller; it is “God’s Word” – a divine 
message to us in human language. 

 

Study is led by Pastor Gary 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR BOTTLE TO THE 

CHURCH ON OR BEFORE  FEBRUARY 2ND. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 


