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In this morning’s passage, we witness the baptism of Jesus! It is an event that never 
escapes the lectionary calendar, and so we are encouraged to remember it every year. 
In addition to the many sermons we’ve heard over the years, we might also recall this 
event from Sunday school lessons and perhaps even devotionals we’ve read. But by 
whatever means your memories are brought to life, let’s also remember our own 
baptisms and consider just what United Methodists believe about this blessed 
sacrament of the church! 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 “Everyone was expecting the Messiah to come soon, and they 
were eager to know whether John might be the Messiah. 16 John answered their 
questions by saying, “I baptize you with water; but someone is coming soon who is 
greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie 
the straps of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 He 
is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will 
clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff 
with never-ending fire.”

21 One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was baptized. As he 
was praying, the heavens opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit, in bodily form, descended on 
him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you 
bring me great joy.”

Jesus’ baptism was more than merely a fulfillment of prophecy or religious protocol; it 
was a revelation of His deity and identification with humankind. Not only that, but it 
marked the beginning of His earthly ministry to the world. It was such a noteworthy 
event that it is included in all four Gospel accounts, so we would remember it for all 
time. But how about your baptism? Is it crystal clear in your memory banks? 
Unfortunately, for many of us, it might be little more than a foggy memory, if you can 
remember it all!  

This morning, let’s take a closer look at our own baptisms and consider the beauty of 
what they mean for us and how should we respond to them!

Let me do this by recounting my early days of being a believer. I used to think of 
salvation and my baptism the final goal of Christianity. I was saved, and besides 
studying the Bible, changing some bad habits, which seemed nearly impossible for 
me, and doing some unpleasant things like giving up my favorite sins, that was it. Like 
a plane hitting the landing strip at the airport, I believed I had arrived and had reached 
the goal of Christianity, i.e., I was saved and going to heaven! 
 
Who needs anything more than that?  I did and so do all of us!

Later in my Christian walk, I came across the teachings of John Wesley and His 
emphasis on God’s amazing grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. I learned that these 
gifts were not just given for the forgiveness of my sins, but they were also given so 
that I could also have assurance of my salvation and the power to live a holy life. It 
was, and is, this empowerment that has set me on a faith course that Wesley referred to 
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Across 

1. * Cat foods
5. "Fet" Finisher
8. Seat, slangily
12. Venezuelan copper center
13. Wings
14. Try to prevent
16. Mr. Griffin
17. * Type of Terrier
19. Thanks to a Brit
20. Rule of Royalty
21. * Popular Pets
22. "Elec" Ender
24. Sea eagle (var. sp.)
25. * Loyal Canine: ___ 
English Sheepdog
26. Skirt Styles
28. Greek deity
30. Particular Pronoun
32. Mr. Mineo
33. Jim Morrison was a what?
35. * What baby pets do
37. Metallic Mineral
39. Juicy Fruits

42. Mariner's direction
43. Inconclusive
45. French land masses on 
water
46. Summer hrs. in VA
48. Therefore
49. Island of the Marianas
51. * Fuzzy Friend
53. * Baby Beagle
54. Truant from the Trenches
57. Breezy
58. Name from 
"Fame" (1980)
60. Look Longily
61. Home appliance co.
62. * Cute Critter
64. E-Z Bake, for one
67. Speed detector
68. Bustles
69. Close by
70. * Bird's Bed
71. Negative in Nice
72. Unmarried woman's title 
in Spain, for short

Down 

1. Symbol in the Zodiac
2. Part of a hit song title by Sister Sledge
3. * Roundish Reptiles
4. * Long Lovely Lizards: ___ Monitors
5. More Maladied
6. Talk Together: ___ Unison
7. * Prickly Pals
8. Newspaper promos
9. Warning signal
10. Sedate
11. Denizens of the Deep
13. Land units in cottage country
15. Ground salt
18. Em follower
22. * Bird claws
23. Initials of a famed fashion designer
25. Certain Conjunction
27. "Don't Bring Me Down" gr.
29. Before, before
30. Atom
31. * Famous bird
33. * Coach dog
34. Certain number
36. * Sporting dog
38. ___ de Janeiro
40. Estuary
41. Plea made by Tommy in The Who's 
"Tommy" (1969): "___ me..."
44. * Prehistoric looking Pets
47. * They originate from Australia: Bearded ___
50. Computer arrow direction
51. * Pets on Pets
52. Clooney's former gig
53. Group of Lions
55. Word With Where's
56. Acrylic fiber trademark
58. John Fogerty's gr.
59. Heard at a Star Wars Convention: "I've got ___ 
Solo action figure, and you don't!"
60. "Hush!"
63. TV Tube
65. * What all pets do
66. Gun Gr.
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January 2022 News and Announcements 
I hope your week has been 
safe and joyful!  

While the political scene has 
resembled somewhat of a 
c i r c u s , O m i c r o n h a s 
escalated, and prices of 
everything have risen to 
hitherto unseen levels* we 
know one thing! “God is 
still on the throne, and 
prayer changes things!” 

That was the “Southwest Radio Church” catchphrase that 
I listened to for inspirational broadcasts many years ago. 
It might be a radio station’s catchphrase, but it is just as 
true now as it was then!

Despite knowing that God is on the throne and prayer 
changes things, that does not mean that every believer in 
Christ Jesus endlessly lives in a state of joy and peace. 
Sometimes, many of us fluctuate between happiness and 
contentment and an occasional feeling of melancholy. 
Perhaps it’s just me, but I am no stranger to such 
feelings. Hopefully, you have not experienced any such 
shifts, but a question comes to mind if you have.

“What can we do?”  

Here are some of my thoughts on the matter!

(1) God will never leave us nor forsake us — We can, 
as the Southwest Radio Church reminded me to 
remember that, “God is still on the throne, and prayer 
changes things!”

(2) Worship and Fellowship Together — “And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his 
return is drawing near.”(1 Thessalonians 5:17). We can 
leave our houses and explore the world around us, 
Worship God in church, attend Bible studies, and other 
special events at church and beyond. Yes, do it safely, 
but get some fresh air and sunshine!

(3) Be in an attitude of prayer. Paul reminds us, “Never 
stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 1 
Thessalonians 5:17-18 (NLT)

(4) Read your Bible and biblical devotional materials 
to build up your faith — “So then faith comes by 
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Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Odd Pets”

hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17 
Happy New Year, and be blessed!

Pastor Gary

*Prices are up 7% from a year ago, the fastest pace of 
inflation since 1982. Price hikes in housing and used cars and 
trucks were among the increased costs driving inflation, as is 
the cost of food. Energy prices were also higher than a year 
ago, though the cost of gas eased a little in December.

Source: CBS News - https://www.cbsnews.com/amp/news/
inflation-2022-midterm-elections-democrats/
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as sanctification, i.e., the setting apart of my life for God’s special use. This is a road that I am still traveling on to 
this day.

As a result of Wesley’s teachings, I no longer view my salvation and baptism as a sort of landing strip of my faith 
in Christ, that is, the end of my Christian journey. Instead of it being the landing zone of my faith, I have learned 
that it was really the runway for a life-long journey of being a disciple of Jesus Christ.

How does such a change like that happen?  In a word, grace!

What is God’s grace? A brief and good definition of grace is God’s unmerited favor. I like that definition, but let 
me add that it is also God’s love, pardon, and power for us to choose eternal life and grow in Christian maturity. 

God’s grace goes before us (Wesley called that grace, prevenient grace), surrounds us, leads us and guides us 
towards salvation (through justifying grace), and helps us to live a life that is pleasing to God (through sanctifying 
grace).  

As I said, God’s grace goes before us in a very real sense, but there are means, or channels, of God’s grace that 
are specially ordained to empower us to live the Christian life. There are two such means in the United Methodist 
Church: The Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) and baptism.

Although we remember Jesus’ baptism today, let’s also remember our baptisms so we can more fully appreciate 
what God has given to us in this sacrament of the church. Now, you might be thinking that the word sacrament 
sounds pretty technical, but sacraments are simply outward signs and actions that Jesus has commanded His 
followers to practice. I might add that they are outward signs that signify an inward working of God’s grace 
within us. These signs are ways that not only demonstrate God’s love for us, but ways in which we can respond to 
that love as well! Think about how we might show signs of love and affection to our spouses or other loved ones: 
we might demonstrate this by a kiss, an embrace, or other outward signs that show the inward love in our hearts 
and hopefully elicit a similar loving response. As God shows His love for us through these sacraments, we can 
respond in love by participating in them.

As beautiful as this sharing in God’s love is, when we are baptized, we receive certain benefits by God’s grace:

Dr. Andrew Thompson, in his excellent book, “The Means of Grace,” two things stand out to me:

1.) The first benefit of baptism is our entering into a covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
Although the word covenant might sound a little scary as the word sacrament, it simply means that we enter into 
a contract, agreeing on promises, conditions, privileges, and responsibilities.  

In this case, at least for me, I liken it to a marriage contract, which is sealed with God’s everlasting love. As a 
result of this covenant relationship, we, as Paul wrote, “…are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens 
along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.” Ephesians 2:19 This means that we are 
not only in covenant relationship with God but as adopted members of His family; we are in a loving covenant 
relationship with each other as well!

2.) The Second benefit is what Wesley calls “spiritual regeneration.” Baptism is not merely something to do 
as part of a church service, but it is a time when something real happens to and within us. It signifies freedom 
from the power of sin through the Holy Spirit with freedom and enablement for the Christian journey as a 
spiritual perk. With the Holy Spirit’s power in sanctification, we are freed for a new reality in which the Kingdom 
of God reigns in our lives! It is a life that is characterized by spiritual growth into the image of Christ until we 
reach that place where we truly love God and neighbor with the entirety of our being.

So baptism is not merely the landing strip of faith in Christ. Baptism is the runway for the Christian life and our 
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initiation into the body of Christ!

This morning, we are going to remember our baptisms and in so doing we once again reveal to all around us that 
we are followers of Christ and identify with His death, burial and resurrection as we have died to self and have 
been risen to new life in Him.

If you’ll take your hymnal and turn to page 50, for “The Baptismal Covenant IV”

THANKSGIVING

We give thanks for all that God has already given us.
As members of the body of Christ

and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 
our service and our witness

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

The pastor addresses those reaffirming the Baptismal Covenant:

The God of all grace,
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,

establish and strengthen you
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

that you may live in grace and peace.

Remember your baptism and know that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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January 2022 Special Session of the Arkansas Annual Conference
Jan 13, 2022 | Headlines

On the evening of January 11, 2022, at 7 pm, Bishop Gary Mueller called to order the online Special Session of 
the Arkansas Annual Conference.

Arkansas Conference Lay Leader, Kathy Conley, offered the opening prayer as she spoke words of hope in the 
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Bishop Mueller opened the Special Session committed to transparency by himself and the Appointive Cabinet. He 
stated, “We as an Appointive Cabinet are proud that the United Methodist Church has made the care and healing 
of survivors a priority during the entire negotiating process with those representing the victims and the Boy Scouts 
of America. We believe it is important for the entire Annual Conference to have the opportunity to speak a strong 
and public word to those who were sexually abused while participating in scouting ministries chartered by United 
Methodist congregations – rather than a small group speaking on behalf of the Annual Conference.”

Bishop Mueller continued to state that the Special Session was vital to allow the body of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to determine how the Annual Conference would pay the settlement payment and contributions to the 
Survivor’s Fund.

“We believe decisions about important issues need to be made by the entire Arkansas Conference that has access 
to as much information as possible, instead of just a few individuals speaking on behalf of the Annual 
Conference,” Mueller added.

In addition to the purpose shared by Bishop Mueller, he shared, “it is essential that the Arkansas Conference make 
a visible commitment to keep all children in our care safe by evaluating and updating policies and protocols 
related to the well-being of children… In sum, this is the Annual Conference’s work, not just a few individuals. 
And that is the work you have before you tonight.”

Rev. Clark Atkins, the Secretary to the Annual Conference, presented organizational matters, including the 
Session Rules. Amy Ezell, Director of the Center for Communication, shared instructions for asking questions 
correctly, and Todd Burris, Director of the Center for Administrative Services, provided instructions for voting. 
The majority approved the Session Rules.

Bishop Mueller then invited the Arkansas Conference Chancellor, Michelle Ator, to present an overview of the 
Boy Scouts of America Bankruptcy Settlement.

This presentation included information on the case’s background, mediation thus far, the proposed proposal 
agreement, the payment model, and the next steps.

Ator explained that she sees both sides of this issue because she has represented clients on both ends. “Given all 
considerations, the amount that our conference has been asked to pay, and the steps that we have been asked to 
take, is in the best interest of our conference and local churches, to accept the settlements before us.” Ator shared 
further that, “Settlements are (created) to achieve peace. Trials of this kind are not in the best interest of the 
mission of our church. This settlement is fair from a legal standpoint. It also sends a message that ARUMC is 
working collectively towards justice and healing in our communities.”

Todd Burris, Director of the Center for Administrative Services, presented the Arkansas Conference financial 
allocations.

Bishop Mueller then called upon Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop, to share remarks on the future of the 
United Methodist Church with the Boy Scouts of America.

Rev. Polk opened his presentation by sharing how much scouting has positively affected his life.
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Holding the Eagle Scout rank himself, Rev. Polk shared, “Many churches in the Arkansas Conference have 
proudly chartered scouting units for years. They have seen firsthand the value of scouting and its ability to 
strengthen young people’s lives, today for both boys and girls, young men and young women.”

Polk announced that along with all the work that is being done to properly respond to past issues, “There is a 
United Methodist sub-committee that is working with BSA leaders and the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men to develop new options for ongoing relationships between the BSA and United Methodist 
organizations, (that include) safe and supportive options for all involved.”

“Efforts are underway to create a new ‘affiliation agreement’ that could eventually replace the current charter 
agreement and provide more clarity on insurance coverage for sponsoring groups. It will potentially place greater 
responsibility on local BSA Councils for the recruitment, vetting, and training of scout leaders and developing a 
facilities use agreement that will be acceptable to both local United Methodist churches and local BSA Councils,” 
Polk added.

In closing, Rev. Polk spoke directly to the Arkansas United Methodist churches with current charters and those 
considering future charters. “Keep things as they are for now and wait just a little longer for final 
recommendations to come to us from the General Commission on United Methodist Men. I am confident that 
with the new options being developed, these relationships will continue, perhaps in slightly changed forms, but 
stronger and safer than ever.”

Bishop Mueller then called upon Rev. Rashim Merriwether, Special Assistant to the Bishop on Ethnic Concerns 
and Initiatives, and Kathy Conley, Arkansas Conference Lay Leader. They offered a presentation on the first 
Resolution from the Cabinet.

This Resolution entitled, “Resolution of the Arkansas Annual Conference to Support the Healing of Survivors 
Affected by the Boy Scouts of America,” was adopted by an overwhelming majority of 97%.

Bishop Mueller then called upon Rev. Brittany Watson, Arkansas Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration Chairperson, to present legislation on how to pay our Conference’s share of the Boy Scouts of 
America settlement.

A majority of 97% adopted this piece of legislation; therefore, the Arkansas Conference commits to paying 
$292,144.00 for its share of the “Survivor Trust Fund.

To assist the denomination in reaching the total of $30 million, the Arkansas Conference will pay its share in full 
to the fund established to fulfill this purpose immediately following the final court-approved legal settlement. The 
Conference will use money from undesignated reserve funds to pay the Conference’s fund share. The Conference 
will be able to make this payment without affecting the working budget.

Rev. Dr. Blake Bradford, Dean of the Cabinet, presented the second Resolution, entitled, “A Resolution 
Regarding the Formation of a Task Force to Look Into Our Policies Concerning the Safety of Children, Youth, 
and At-Risk Adults.”

This Resolution was adopted as well, with an overwhelming majority of 95%.

Rev. Dr. Ulysses Washington closed the Session with a prayer of hope and healing in moving forward.
Bishop Mueller and Rev. Clark Atkins offered special thanks to the Conference staff for all of the work that went 
into preparation and production of this called Special Session: Sara Andrews, Danielle Atkinson, Todd Burris, 
Day Davis, Amy Ezell, Palmer Lee, Jim Polk, Melissa Sanders and Jacob Turner. Also recognized were Rev. 
Judy Rudd, Conference Parliamentarian, and especially Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor.

The Special Called Session had over 480 voting participants and was viewed live (in its entirety) on Facebook by 
approximately 80 people.
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
January 16, 2022

2nd Sunday After the Epiphany                  
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 62:1-5;                                                 
Psalm 36:5-10 (UMH 771);                                 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11;                                             
John 2:1-11 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Why is the seashell a symbol of baptism?
The symbol of the seashell has been associated with baptism since the first centuries of the Christian 
church. We know this from paintings on the walls of the catacombs where early Christians 
worshiped which depict people being baptized with water poured from a seashell. That artistic theme 
has been carried down through the centuries, so that we now find seashells on church banners 
related to baptism, in stained glass windows, incorporated into the design of baptismal fonts and 
printed on baptism announcements. Sometimes the shell is pictured with three drops of water, an 
allusion to the Triune God in whose name we are baptized.

Like many ancient symbols, the origin is likely a practical matter: how to pour a generous amount of 
water in the rite of baptism? Since most fonts were not deep enough for total submersion, candidates 
for baptism would wade into the water, and a presider would pour water over their heads. You can 
scoop up a greater volume of water in a seashell or some other vessel than you can hold in your hand. 
A larger quantity of water speaks more fully of the gift of God’s grace, poured out for us. Perhaps 
the use of the shell was preferred to other vessels because it is an item found in nature, from a 
creature that lives its life submerged in water — as those who are baptized live a new life, immersed 
in the Christian faith. Furthermore, the seashell reminds us that, in baptism, Christ calls us to 
discipleship, even as he called the first disciples by the seashore.

Source: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/faq/faq-signssymbols/


