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Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 
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First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 14 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY—”BREATHE AGAIN” ZOOM 
MONDAY, JANUARY 18 
CHURCH OFFICE, CDC AND STEWPOT CLOSED 
MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

 
      
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
January 3                      15 (9:00)    
                                     23 (10:45)            $5,115.00 
January 10                    23 (9:00) 
             33 (10:45)            $3,998.36 
 

“Baptism: A Sacrament of Identification” 

[Please keep in mind, this is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is 
missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] 
Mark 1:1-11. 
     On the church calendar, today is "Baptism of the Lord" Sunday. It is also the 1st Sunday 
after the Epiphany. If you remember, Epiphany is a manifestation, a sudden revealing or 
perception of something or someone. Last Sunday, we saw the revealing of the infant Jesus 
to the wise men. This Sunday, we see Jesus revealed to John as the promised messiah! 
     As we're pondering what this event means to us, let's first consider the three significant 
emphases on Jesus's life and mission. Those emphases are Revelation, Identification, 
and Ministry. Looking at a composite picture of Jesus' baptism, from all four gospel ac-
counts, we that Jesus was revealed to John the Baptizer, and those present that day, He 
identified with frail humanity in His baptism. He would then soon begin His public minis-
try! 
     Some preliminary questions come to my mind, and maybe yours as well: (1) What ex-
actly did Jesus mean when He said this was done to fulfill all that God requires? The Old 
Testament Levitical Law required that those who were to enter into priesthood be 30 years 
of age, which Jesus was, and to undergo a mikveh or ritual baptism, which he did. Jesus is 
our high priest, and as such, He fulfilled the Law of Moses. (2) And why did Jesus even 
need to be baptized? Mark mentions that John's baptism was one of repentance, but Jesus 
had no ritual contamination to be cleansed of and certainly no sinfulness from which to re-
pent, so what gives? (i) Was it merely baptism for baptism's sake? No, Jesus wasn't just 
checking off a box on a divine "to-do" list; it was much more powerful and intimate than 
that! Out of love and compassion for us all in our weak and frail humanity, He identified 
with us and fulfilled the law to become our high priest! (ii) He not only identified with us, 
but He led the way as the perfect example. 
     Paul says it this way in Hebrews 4:14-16 "Seeing then that we have a great High Priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need." 
     So how did Jesus follow this revelation, identification, and ministry triad? (1) Jesus was 
revealed for who He was, God in human flesh. (2) He identified with us in all ways, yet he 
did not sin. (3) He faithfully fulfilled His ministry! (4) He fulfilled all that was required of 
Him to be our high priest and be the unblemished lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
this world! (5) He laid down his life on Calvary, died, was raised from the dead, and now 
lives forever. (6) He came to give life and life more abundant so that whosoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life!  
     That was Jesus, but why are we baptized? (1) Jesus commanded it, and by doing so, we 
reveal our allegiance to Him as the King of kings and the Lord of lords! (2) In so doing, we 
identify with the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and are incorpo-
rated into the family of God. (3) We actively reveal that identification through the ministry 
that we demonstrate in our daily lives, i.e., through the words that we speak, the love that 
we show, and the actions that we do. 
     For those who have already been baptized, let me ask you a few questions. (1) How will 
you reveal Him to others through your life and your words? For better or for worse, you 
will reveal something about your relationship with Jesus! It might be good, or it might be 
bad, but you will reveal something! (2) How will you identify with Him this year? Will 
your identification be as one of God's faithful servants or servant of self? (3) How will you 
be a minister of the Gospel? 

Postponed — TBA 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of Jamie Britt in the 
death of his mother, Louise Smith. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER  
BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, January 12 

5:00 p.m. 
                     Conference Room 

Church Office, CDC and Stewpot 
will be closed Monday, January 18 

In observance of  
Martin Luther King Holiday 



 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
AT HOME 

 

Samuel Listens           

January 17-23, 2021 
 

Read together:  “God Calls Samuel” (pages 122-124 in 
the Spark Story Bible). 
You might read 1 Samuel 3:1-11 in your Bible or at bi-
blegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
When you pray and when you read the Bible, you can say 
the same thing Samuel said: “I’m here. I’m listening.”  
What can you do to be a good listener?   
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Eli helped Samuel know that it was God speaking to him.  
What are some ways God speaks to you?  How can you 
be sure you are listening when God speaks?  What are 
some things that help can you become a better listener? 
 
Family Blessing 
When we pray, we talk with God and God talks with us.  
God listens to us and we listen to God.  Pray together that 
you will be ready to listen. 
[Family member’s name], God knows you and loves you.  
You are a blessing.   

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Janice Jetton 

1/5 Kristal McDonald 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 

    

SPECIAL DATES 
 
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2021 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2021 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  
     January 18-25, 2021   
Inauguration Day, January 20, 2021 

Gather up the BROKEN PIECES which remain 
left over, that nothing be lost. John 6:12 

 
Remind us in the brokenness today in our nation, in 
our homes and in our world that You never leave us 
or forsake us.  Your grace is sufficient.  May we re-
ceive more of Your beauty and Your character and 
Your kindness until we are transfigured into Your 
image and reflect Your Heart. 
 
Help us to remember today that the basket we carry 
can stretch to hold an infinite amount of Your grace.  
As we seek You, we will find You.  Increase our 
capacity, and enlarge our baskets so that we may fill 
them with all the broken pieces.  Thank you that 
there are miracles in the broken pieces. 
 
With You: 
Our brokenness is made beautiful 
Our crushed sprits are saved 
Our broken hearts call You near 
Our worries are cast onto You 
Our hope is renewed 
Our future is secure 
 
Thank You that: 
Your resources are INEXHUSTIBLE 
Your grace is SUFFICIENT 
Your mercies are NEW 
Your faithfulness if GREAT 
Your gifts are FREE 
Your “fragments” are MIRACLES 
Your will is that NONE should perish 
Your HEALING come speedily 
You’re a STRONGHOLD in trouble 
 
Keep us mindful today to look around and realize 
that there is value in every broken piece.  Give us 
the mind of Christ and the eyes of Christ to view 
things as You do.  Help us to see through the chaos 
and confusion that You are using everything for our 
good.  In Jesus name. AMEN. 

BIBLE STUDY 
BEGINNING SUNDAY,  JANUARY 17  

“BREATHE AGAIN” 
5:30 p.m. 

 
This study will be available on zoom.  Pastor Gary 
will send the link.  If you would be interested in an 
additional time, please contact Pastor Gary at 
gary.maskell@arumc.org 

 
STUDY WILL BE LED BY  
PASTOR GARY MASKELL 

     As we remember our baptisms this morning, let us also remember the covenant that we made with God and each 
other during our baptismal ceremony. It is also a covenant that we renew each time someone is baptized in our con-
gregation! 
 

Baptismal Covenant II 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you 

and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you 

in the body of Christ 
and in this congregation 

of The United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate 

in the ministries of the Church 
by our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ. 

 
Why not take this opportunity to more deeply identify with Jesus Christ and reveal that identification through a life 
that has been truly changed by the King of kings and the Lord of lords as you engage in active ministry? During this 
COVID-19 pandemic and a world of strife and turmoil, I can't think of a better time than right now! Can you? So 
remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                       
             Pastor Gary 


