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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           January 12, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Remembering Your Baptism 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to 
"hear" it in a very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If 
you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon 
("Remembering our Baptisms!") in the Magnolia Messenger Read 
through Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
Along with the seasons of Advent and Epiphany, we see three sig-
nificant emphases on Jesus: Revelation, Identification, and Minis-
try. Jesus' baptism was more than a mere fulfillment of prophecy 
and religious protocol; it was a revelation of His deity and His 
identification with humankind. It was the beginning of His earthly 
ministry to the world. It was a very significant event, but how 
about your baptism? Do you remember it? Unfortunately, for 
many of us, it might be little more than a foggy memory, if you can 
recall it all!   
 
In this morning's passage, we witness the baptism of our Lord Je-
sus! In addition to the many sermons you've heard over the years, 
we all might also recall Jesus' baptism from other avenues. This 
might be from Sunday school lessons and perhaps even devotion-
als we've read, but however our memories are brought to life, let's 
also remember our own baptisms and consider just what United 
Methodists believe about this blessed sacrament of the church! 
Jesus' baptism is an event on the lectionary calendar every Janu-
ary and is included in all four Gospel accounts, so we are encour-
aged to remember it.   
 
This past Sunday morning, we took a closer look at our own bap-
tisms and considered the beauty of what it means for us and how 
should we respond to it! (Hint, we respond to God's sharing of 
love with our love!) As beautiful as this sharing in God's love is, 
when we are baptized, we receive certain benefits by God's grace: 
 
1.) The first benefit is the washing away of sin. As we are 
baptized, the baptismal waters signify the washing away of origi-
nal sin through Jesus' sacrifice on Calvary, as we have accepted 
His free gift of salvation. The words of the Apostle Paul from his 
letter to the Ephesians remind us of this fact. "…Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, 
washed by the cleansing of God's word." Ephesians 5:25-26 
 

 



2.) The second benefit of baptism is our entering into a covenant relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ. Although the word covenant might sound a little 
scary as the word sacrament might sound, it simply means that we enter into a con-
tract, agreeing on promises, conditions, privileges, and responsibilities. In this case, 
at least for me, I liken it to a marriage contract, which is sealed with God's everlast-
ing love. As a result of this covenant relationship, we, as Paul wrote, "…are no longer 
strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God's holy people. You are 
members of God's family." Ephesians 2:19 This means that we are not only in cove-
nant relationship with God but as adopted members of His family; we are in a loving 
covenant relationship with each other as well! 

 

3.) The third benefit is what Wesley calls "spiritual regeneration." Baptism is not 
merely something to do as part of a church service, but it is a time when something 
real happens within us. It signifies freedom from the power of sin through the Holy 
Spirit. It also gives us freedom and enablement for the Christian journey. With the 
Holy Spirit's power in sanctification, we are freed for a new reality in which the King-
dom of God reigns in our lives! It is a life that is characterized by spiritual growth in-
to the image of Christ until we reach that place where we truly love God and neighbor 
with the entirety of our being. 

 

So, baptism is not merely the final step of our faith, but it should be the launching 
pad for the Christian life and our initiation into the body of Christ! Let me encourage 
you to take the grace of that sacrament and soar to new and great heights as a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ! We concluded our service with a responsive reading from the 
United Methodist Hymnal, "Baptismal Covenant IV," with the baptismal font filled 
with warm water and seashells. Each person was given a shell to remember their 
baptism. By the way, seashells are one of the traditional symbols of baptism.  

 

You have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!   

Pastor Gary 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 2022: Trust God 

 

Read  Abraham Trusts God (pp. 18-19) together.  You 
might also read Genesis chapters 15 and 17 in your Bi-
ble or at biblegateway.com.   

Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the 
story.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from 
his or her heart and mind. 

Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
You might use one of the following questions to start 
the conversation.  What is something you noticed for 
the first time in this story?  What are you wondering 
about?  What did this story help you learn about trust-
ing God?  What are some ways you can be a blessing to 
others? 

Share a bedtime blessing.  Trust God to guide and 
protect you.  God is always with you.  You are a bless-
ing. 

                                                                       

STEWPOT UPDATE 

     Thanks so much to all the volunteers that 

helped sort the stewpot cans this past Saturday. 

Your time and effort given to this ministry is so 

important to the needs of this community.  

Sincerely, 

Stewpot Board 

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “Survey of the Bible" (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JANUARY 17 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM NO CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 NO YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
January  2                    $1,521.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)       15   
 Sanctuary (10:15)             41 
January 9      $6,792.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             65 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday at 5:30 p.m. (Zoom) 

 

The Bible is the most revered, respected and celebrated books 
of all time. Since the first published book (a Bible, of course!) 
rolled off the Gutenberg press over five hundred years ago, it 
has been a perpetual bestseller, far surpassing sales of any oth-
er volume in human history. 

For Christians, however, the Bible is not just 
a bestseller; it is “God’s Word” – a divine 
message to us in human language. 

 

Study is led by Pastor Gary 


