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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 7 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ðParlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASSðAveritt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
MONDAY, JANUARY 11 
     8:00 AM ð1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 
     8:00 AM ð1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool ï6th grade 
         ñDig-In to the Life of Jesusò Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM ð1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PMð7:00PM YOUTH - Basement (Grades 7-12) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
December 27                                                $21,030.00 
December 31                                                $12,207.00 
 
January 3                         15 (9:00)    
                                        23 (10:45)     $ 5,115.00 
 

Please keep in mind, this is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and 

much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole 

Sermon and more!] John 21:1-17 

 

There's something neat about a brand new year! It seems as if you have the chance 

for a fresh start on so many levels, whether for fitness, general health, or even a new 

endeavor...it all somehow seems so fresh even though it's only one day later! 

Wouldn't it be great if we could have a fresh start for 2021?   

 

The thought of a New Year and the idea of a fresh start reminds me of a golf term 

that I heard years ago. This term, which became popular in the 1940s, is 

"Mulligan." A Mulligan in a game happens when a player gets a second chance to 

perform a specific move or action. The practice is also sometimes referred to as a 

"do-over." There are many theories about the origin of the term, but it is most likely 

derived from a Canadian golfer, David Mulligan. One version has it that one day 

after hitting a poor tee shot, Mulligan re-teed and shot again. He called it a 

"correction shot," but his friends thought it more fitting to name the practice after 

him. David Mulligan then brought the concept from Canada to the famous U.S. golf 

club Winged Foot. 

 

Our text for this morning contains such a fresh start, a Mulligan, for Peter and his 

fellow disciples. This is not the only such Mulligan in Scripture, but I believe this 

passage beautifully portrays the concept! 

 

Peter and his fellow disciples had abandoned Jesus and Peter outright denied Him 

three times. They had blown it in a spectacularly bad way! I don't know what 

thoughts were going through their minds on this third appearance of Jesus, but I 

suspect they were worried that they might be rejected in response! So there they 

were, worried and bored from waiting. After a failed night of fishing, they hear a 

voice calling from shore. Although this didn't know it, the voice belonged to none 

other than Jesus Himself. 

 

When Peter and the others got to shore, we see Jesus setting the scene to allow Peter 

a Mulligan or do-over.  On the beach, Jesus was cooking a meal for His disciples 

during the dawn of a new day. The scene is completed as the apostle John mentions 

that they were gathered around a fire of coals! Jesus then three times asks Peter sim-

ilar and probing questions as to his own personal love for Him. Each time that Peter 

answered "Yes" and affirmed his love for Jesus, Jesus then told him to feed or tend 

my sheep or lambs. 

 

 



 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
AT HOME 

 

Jesus Is Baptized           

January 10-16, 2021 
 

Read together:  ñJesusô Baptismò (pages 242-245 in the 
Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Matthew 3:13-17 and Mark 1:4-11 in 
your Bible or biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
God was pleased with Jesus. How does it feel when peo-
ple you love are pleased with you?  How does it feel to 
know that God loves you and is very pleased with you? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
John the Baptist wanted people to clean out their hearts 
and make room for Jesus so that Jesusôs love could live 
insider their hearts.  How can you make room for Jesus to 
live in your heart? 
 
Family Blessing 
God welcomes, forgives, and renews us.  God calls us by 
name.  
[Family memberôs name], you are a special child of God.  
You are a blessing.   

   MAGNOLIA EAST SIDE SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

     Thanks to Super Hero's Barry Ribble and 
Scott Nipper, we are able to CANCEL can 
sorting for the Stew Pot on  Saturday, 
January 9th.  Barry and Scott have sorted and 
stacked 8,000 plus cans of food! Be sure to 
thank them. 
 

600 Students 
+ 

52 Teachers and Faculty 
collecting 

8,000 + cans of food 
= 

31,200 
People who will be fed in 2021 

 
 

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Janice Jetton 

1/5 Kristal McDonald 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 

    

SPECIAL DATES 
 
Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2021 
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2021 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2021 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  
     January 18-25, 2021   
Inauguration Day, January 20, 2021 

Thank you, Lord for a New Year!  
We ask today for: 

 

WISDOM in all things 
GUIDANCE on our path 
RESTORATION mind, body and spirit 
HEALING of our bodies, nation and world 
HOPE that springs eternal 
PEACE the surpasses joy 
STRENGTH for ears 
TRUTH that sets us free 
UNDERSTANDING your will 
BLESSINGS that fulfill and abound 
DELIGHT in you 
HEARTS that trust You 
PROTECTION from enemies 
COURAGE to withstand temptation 
BEAUTY for ashes 
GLADNESS for heaviness 
GODLY FEAR of You 
SOUND MINDS for anxious days 
HEARTS of gladness 
TONGUES that rejoice 
BODIES at rest 
POWER in the Holy Spirit 
GRACE for each day 
MERCY every morning 
LIVES that reflect You 
 

Help us to set our hearts and our minds on things 
above this year and remind us that our present suf-
ferings are nothing compared to the glory that will 
be revealed in us! Great is your faithfulness. Amen! 

This was Peter's Mulligan or do-over moment! It was his chance to do over his blunder of denying Je-

sus. "How?" you say. Think back to the night of Jesus' betrayal, Peter was in the courtyard of the High Priest 

warming himself by the coal fires, and was asked if he knew Jesus three separate times, and each time he de-

nied His Lord. This is the event where Peter blew it big time! In our passage for this morning, Jesus once 

again has Peter by the fiery coals and gives Him three opportunities for His own personal Mulligan/do-over, 

and this time Peter did it right! Within those three questions and responses, Jesus sets Peter back on course of 

ministry! 

 

I believe that as we enter into this New Year, God is also offering us a Mulligan with our continued life and 

His mercy and grace. It is a chance to forget about the past and get on with everything God has called us to do 

and be! The only question that remains is what will you do with this chance for a do-over? Will you take it 

and run headlong into what God has called you to do this year, or will you sit back and watch your dreams fall 

away like last year's commitment to lose weight and get in shape? Let me suggest that we all take the high 

road that leads to life more abundant! 

 

So remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!  

 

Pastor Gary 

BIBLE STUDY 
BEGINNING SUNDAY,  JANUARY 17  

ñBREATHE AGAINò 
LED BY PASTOR GARY MASKELL 


