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320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           January 5, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap 
  
     If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbrevi-
ated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole 
sermon (“Our Moral Compass for 2022”) in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of 
the story" Read Ephesians 1:3-14  
     If we don’t have factory navigation units in our cars, there are such helpful devices 
like our cellphones with MapQuest or devices like the Garmin® to aid us in our travels. 
(1) That’s a great for regular journeys along the highways and byways of the world, but 
how about our spiritual journeys? (2) How can we best navigate those important jour-
neys? 
     Using the old-style compass as a metaphor for our spiritual navigation device, let's 
consider how such a spiritual compass might function in our lives. I suspect no one here 
this morning who has never handled or at least seen a magnetic compass. Maybe you 
remember the hand-held compasses we used as kids in scouting or summer camp. It 
was round, and there was a needle under the glass bouncing around on a pin, and it 
pointed North. This is a magnetic compass, and you can even build a basic one with a 
needle and a cork in a bowl of water. 
     The New Year is officially here, and hopefully, we have left behind most of the bad 
baggage of 2021 and are looking forward to some great new things for 2022! We might 
hope to be reunited with family and friends, who we have not seen in some time. Per-
haps we desire to travel somewhere new, or just have a better year than last year. Hope-
fully, we also want to travel to destinations unknown that God is in mind for us! If that 
is the case, we would be well-advised to check our course and hone up on the proper 
use of our navigational tools! 
     There are four principal points of the compass — North, East, South, and West. 
These are called cardinal points. 
Four Cardinal Points of God’s Spiritual Compass 

First, we are chosen — The Jewish people had always referred to themselves as the 
chosen people of God, but the circle had now widened by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Paul was reminding the believers at Ephesus that they, too, were 
now were chosen people by God. That holds true for all those who claim Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior! (1) Holy — Holy implies being separated or set apart. 
Think about the beautiful sanctuary you're sitting in right now. This is a special 
area of the church that is set apart for worshipping the LORD and building up 
the people of God. We don't allow the sanctuary to be used for ungodly purpos-
es. Right? Similarly, we are set apart for God's special purposes in this world. 
That is part of God's plan for our lives. Just like using the sanctuary for ungod-
ly purposes, we should not use our bodies for ungodly purposes! Truth be told, 
we are more likely to defile our bodies before ever considering defiling the 
sanctuary! (2) Without Fault or Blameless — This should go hand-in-hand 
with being holy. This means that not only have we been chosen, but we choose 
to live in a way that brings honor and glory to God! Our lives and the lives of 
our families and church families. I suspect that none of us are entirely blame-
less or without fault, but we are called to strive to live that ideal to the best of 
our abilities. 

 
 



II. Second, we are children of God — We are not children by nature but children adopted by 
God. All children are special, but adopted children are special in a very unique way; they are spe-
cially chosen by the adoptive parent or parents! 
 
III. Third, we are redeemed [purchased our freedom] — This is a short one. Although we were 
hopelessly dead in our sins, we have been made alive by grace through faith in Christ Jesus! 
IV. Fourth, we are forgiven — Our spiritual criminal record has been blotted out. We have a 
clean slate to enter into this new year and the rest of our lives. By the way, it is never too late to ask 
for forgiveness!  Also, please remember to forgive yourself too! 
 
So, how do we use this Spiritual Compass? A compass can’t help you if it’s buried in your back-
pack or gathering dust on a bookshelf.  
 
Here are some important reminders about using your compass. (1) Always trust the com-
pass. Occasionally, even the best navigation tools might lead us astray. But this compass will not 
lie to you. Trust it, even when your preferences are suggesting a different path. God wants us to 
arrive safely! (2) Consult it frequently. We live in a world of conflicting information, and outright 
fake news intended to disrupt and lead us off-course! Consult your moral and biblical compass fre-
quently to ensure you are heading where God wants you to go. (3) Be aware of variations and 
deviations. Even the best magnetic compasses can be affected by various factors, so professional 
navigators have tools to adjust for such variations. Responding to these irregularities is something 
most Christians do all the time, at least if they want to stay on course! (4) This brings us to the final 
note about using our compass: Always be aware of our True North, Jesus Christ. It is no coinci-
dence that Jesus Christ is mentioned directly or indirectly (pronouns) as many as 16 times in this 
passage. He is our True North! There is nothing more accurate than Jesus. If we are following in 
the shadow of Him, we need not worry about directional issues. He is steadily leading us home. 
We will go through trying circumstances that might tempt us to get off-course in this world. They 
might even make us feel as if we were utterly lost. But if we keep Christ Jesus at the center of our 
lives, we will never lose our bearings. 
 
So, where do we stand at the beginning of this year? We might have our plans for the coming 
year, but sometimes life interrupts our plans for the year and for the year to come. I knew I was on 
the right course for my life and the ministry God had called me to, but (1) I started one fall season 
with the full expectation of entering the ordination process, which required me to write 40-plus-
pages of doctrinal papers. Within a month, my baby cataracts had blossomed so quickly that I 
could only read with a magnifying glass! (2) The following January, I started the year with a great 
desire and New Year’s resolution to get back in shape. I led a three-times-weekly exercise class at 
the church. I was not improving as I wanted or expected. So, a few exams later and by May, of that 
same year, I learned that I needed a quadruple bypass! (3) Almost every year after that, there has 
been something else that was emotionally and physically challenging! 
 
Despite what happens, we must still remember that God is control, and He chose us to be His spe-
cial people through Christ Jesus. So keep your eyes focused on Christ Jesus. He is our true North, 
and we can weather the trials and temptations of life and arrive home safe and sound! 
 
So, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

Pastor Gary   

FACING THE FUTURE 

Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches the work of grace within you. 
The future belongs to God. He is in charge of all things. Never second-guess 
him.         —François Fenelon 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 2022: Trust God 

 

Read  Noah’s Ark (pp. 16-17) together.  You might also 
read Genesis chapters 6 through 9 in your Bible or at 
biblegateway.com. 

 

Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the 
story.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from 
his or her heart and mind. 

 

Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
You might use one of the following questions to start 
the conversation.  What is something you noticed for 
the first time in this story?  What are you wondering 
about?  What did this story help you learn about trust-
ing God? 

 

Share a bedtime blessing.  Trust God to guide and 
protect you.  God is always with you.  You are a bless-
ing. 

 

                                                                      

STEWPOT CAN SORTING 

     Every December Magnolia 

Public Schools hold a canned 

food drive.  Yearly, the Stew-

pot benefits. The Stewpot is in 

need of your help to get these 

cans sorted. if you can help. 

We will sort these donations on Saturday, 

January 8 at 10:00 a.m. at the Bus Barn.   Any 

questions, contact Ann Cabala, 870-814-7409. 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Janice Jetton 

1/5 Kristal McDonald 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 
10:00 AM STEWPOT CAN SORTING (BUS BARN) 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY   
  God Came Near (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JANUARY 10 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
January  2                    $1,521.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)      15   
 Sanctuary (10:15)             41 

SPECIAL DATES 

Epiphany, January 6, 2022 
Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2022 
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2022 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 17, 2022 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2022 

BIBLICAL RESOLUTIONS 

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly                        
 (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Notice opportunities to serve others 
 (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord                           
 (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely            
 (Ephesians 5:15-16) 


