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I believe that God wants something new to happen in our lives as we begin the first 
month of the new year.

You might be thinking, “Oh no, Pastor Gary! With a pandemic like I’ve never 
experienced in my lifetime, rising unemployment, rising prices on food, rising prices 
on gas, and so on, I think I’ve experienced enough new things to last me a lifetime. 
Thanks, but no thanks!”

• Do you feel like your life is getting better? Or, do you feel like your going through 
the same routine day in and day out? 

• Do you occasionally feel hopeless and stuck in the past with some heavy emotional 
baggage weighing you down? 

• Are you ready for things to change?

• Are you ready for God to do something new in your life! 

• If the answer to any of these questions is “Yes!” then I have good news for you. 
God has a promise, and I believe He wants to do a new thing in your life! 

Hold on for a second, and let’s hear the Word of the Lord for today!

Isaiah 43:18-21 “Do not remember the things that have happened before. Do not 
think about the things of the past. 19 See, I will do a new thing. It will begin 
happening now. Will you not know about it? I will even make a road in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will honor Me, the wild dogs 
and the ostriches. For I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to 
give drink to My chosen people. 21 The people whom I made for Myself will make 
known My praise.” (New Life Version)

Let’s consider a brief background of what's going on in our passage for this morning. 
The Israelites were living in Babylonian exile, and they were none too pleased about 
their current lives. They had lost their homes, many of their belongings, and they 
dreamed of going back home to the former things. Sometimes in our moments of 
extreme nostalgia, we also pine for the glow day of our lives. Those are days that have 
seemingly vanished along with any hope of their restoration. 

In the first first 17 verses of Isaiah 43, God self-described Himself as the great I am. 
He was the God who had formed them, and the one redeemed them and brought them 
out of Egyptian captivity. He was, and is, the Great I am who wants to do a new thing 
in your life. 

Yes, this was for the Israelites thousands of years ago, but I believe that I love God. 
God is still extending his hand of grace, mercy, and hope towards us wants to do a new 
thing in our lives.

Will it translate to later days and times?  Yes
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Across 
1. * Ancient Roman god 
personifying the sun
4. It airs videos, commonly
7. * Ancient Greek god of war
11. * ".seY" .A "?ygolohtyM 
keerG tneicna ni dog ___ sI" .Q
14. Promissory note
15. * Great god of Memphis, in 
ancient Egypt
16. * Worshipped goddess in 
Assyrian and Babylonian religion
17. Zilch
18. * Greek Mythology: Queen of 
the Olympian gods
19. Give expression
21. Mongrel
23. * Egyptian deity who 
murdered his brother Osiris (var. 
sp. and bkwds.)
26. Dutch painter: Gerard ___ 
Borch (b.1617 - d.1681)
27. * Sun of Zeus
31. Bern's river
32. * God's abode
34. Feat
35. * This ancient Greek deity 
shares the name of a planet 
(bkwds.)
37. Mr. Pacino
38. Helped

39. * Egyptian goddess of 
fertility (bkwds.)
41. Verified piece of information
43. Things obtained at banks
46. Abbr. in a business name
48. * Said in Mythology Class: 
"___ a Titaness in ancient Greek 
Mythology."
52. Great Lake
53. * Greek goddess of ghosts 
and witchcraft
55. As well
56. * Deity worship locale
58. Poetic contraction
59. Curved segment
60. Ms. Carrere
61. What the Dollmaker said: 
"Look at the ___ just made for 
the new doll I'm working on!"
63. * Mother of the Irish gods
66. Mr. Aykroyd
68. * Q. "___ a Semitic deity?" 
A. "Yes."
72. * Norse deity
73. Australian flightless bird
74. * Goddess of the moon, in 
ancient Greece
75. * Cupbearer of the gods, in 
Greek Mythology
76. * Roman god of the 
underworld

77. Instituted, for short 

Down 
1. Abba song
2. Shakespeare character, without the "ello"
3. Plucked instruments
4. * Goddess of wisdom, in Roman Mythology
5. "You" in French
6. * Roman god of fire
7. * Goddess of love, in Greek Mythology
8. Pathway, for short
9. Mr. Potato Head stick-on
10. Retro Rockers: ___ Na Na
11. Three-toed sloth
12. Rapid escape
13. * Greek deity who could change shape at will
20. Orange Pekoe
22. Down's opposite
23. Possesses
24. The 19th letter of the Greek alphabet
25. Sea eagle (var. sp.)
28. Rock group, with Zeppelin
29. Robert E. follower
30. Unusual
32. Said in Abbreviations Class: "___ the abbreviation 
for the period of 60 minutes."
33. Santa's helper
36. * Said in Mythology Class: "The ancient Roman god 
of water is known ___."
38. Hurt
40. Slippery stuff in winter
42. * An ancient Greek goddess
43. Allow
44. Iron follower
45. Point in the direction of
47. * God of the stream that was said to have circled the 
Earth, in ancient Greek Mythology
49. * Goddess of criminal rashness, in ancient Greece
50. Electrically charged particle
51. Grass roll
53. * Like the ancient Egyptian god Ra: Hawk-___
54. Coming In, for short
57. Atomic #3
59. * Godly book
62. Compass point
63. Fun substance: Play-___
64. Fruit drink
65. Calligraphy point
67. "Friend" in France
69. Bronze money of ancient Rome
70. Social insect
71. Mr. Corbusier 
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January 2022 News and Announcements 
Happy New Year 2022!

Let's begin the New Year 
with a shout of praise to the 
Lord God for all that He has 
done, is doing, and will 
continue to do in His 
people!

After the past nearly two 
years with COVID-19 and 
all of its "evil" variants, we 

are all hoping, praying, and trusting God for a better year 
than the last two years have been. 

But wait, has all of that time been bad? Not at all! Much 
good has happened despite the hatred, bigotry, and 
twisted news! True enough, we have experienced 
something that none of us had expected, but many good 
things have also occurred in our lives.  

Like what? you say…

Our Stewpot ministry has touched hundreds upon 
hundreds of souls in our beautiful Magnolia community. 
We have had incredible moments of spiritual growth for 
those who have participated in our Sunday night Zoom 
Bible studies. We have grown closer to God and each 
other through our worship services. Our Wednesday 
night Bible Study group has grown closer together as 
believers in Christ Jesus through our own discussions 
about challenging Bible topics and world affairs.  

What if COVID-19 is still around in 2022? Do we have 
anything to look forward to?

Yes, we much have much to look forward to in 2022!

First off, as this week's sermon strongly suggests, we can 
leave behind the bad and cling to the good.  

The Good:
 
(1) Let's build upon our past experiences with God's 
grace and mercy!

(2) Let's build upon our past success in this world!

(3) Let's build upon our already loving relationships with 
God and each other!
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Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Deities”

The Bad:  Learn from it, but just leave it behind like so much 
rubbish! 

2022, like so many other years, can function like a reset, a 
time of new beginnings. So, with God's empowerment, let it 
do just that! So, don't waste this golden opportunity by pining 
over what has been lost. Look forward to what God is doing 
in your life and the world! 

Happy New Year, and be blessed!

Pastor Gary
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In Philippians 3:13b-14 the Apostle Paul wrote, “I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to 
what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us.” (New Living Translation)

Let’s consider this question from three vantage points:

I. The Past, what to remember, and what to forget!
II. The Present, what to ignore, and what to stand strong in!
III. The Future, what to look toward!

Our storage building in Marvell — How I was pining over the good old things that were stolen and the bad old things 
that we left behind. The criminals who broke into the six storage units took the best items and left the second best and 
the junk. Sometimes our memories work the same way. We remember the good things we lose but cling to the bad stuff. 
We need to reverse his entire process!

The Israelites were not told to forget everything. They were told to remember the mighty acts, love, and grace of God as 
their foundation. This does not mean they were told to forget their success, families, and loves but to remember them as 
a faith foundation. We are told to leave what is irretrievable and painful in the past and not let those things affect the 
Present, eventually affecting our future walk in the LORD.  

We have to have the holy boldness to let go of the past that hurts us to fully live in the present and go on to the best life, 
and future God desires for us!  

Let me restate that, If we keep looking back, we will miss what God is doing in the present, and we might not clearly 
see where God wants to take us in future!

IV. The Present, what to ignore, and what to stand strong in!

If you were to focus on all of the negative right now, you might get paralyzed by the fear of the Present and the Future! 
God is saying, I’m getting ready to do a new thing so forget your past failures, that is, don’t allow your past failures to 
defeat you in the present and the future!  

God is telling us that He is here with us in the present and we need to keep our eyes on Him and not the floundering 
economy, the rising hatred and bigotry, the dubious and one-sided reporting of the media, or even the pandemic!

God is here today and He is trying to tell to look at your present life. It might seem humdrum — It might seem hopeless 
— it might seem filled with promise — Either way, I believe that God has already started to work in you but we need to 
walk round with our hearts and eyes looking toward glory and what god is doing in our lives!

The Chicken the Eagle — I recently heard this amusing but telling illustration. Living in the present can look like one 
of two animals, a chicken or an eagle.

I've had the opportunity to work in a chicken house. So let me tell you, don't be like a chicken when going through the 
occasional wastelands of life. Even my short time observing chickens has shown me that they usually just run around 
with their heads looking down, scratching the ground in their quest for food. They are, in general, flightless birds who, 
when not engaged in eating, can be found chasing and/or attacking the chicken house workers or pecking a weak or frail 
chicken to death.

If you are chicken savvy, you will probably realize that chickens don’t have a big future.  Unless you count being part of 
KFC’s kingdom! 

Contrasting the chicken with the eagle, we see that the eagle has a seven-foot wingspan, weighs about twelve pounds, 
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and has such keen eyesight he could spot a rabbit two miles away! I also understand that an eagle can carry well 
over his weight and fly at speeds of over 150 miles an hour. He can also soar to a height of 1/2 mile. He can reach 
speeds of 200 miles per hour and fly to an altitude of over 2,500 feet, and when the storms of life hit! He does 
this by spreading his wings and looking heavenward as he soars to safety!

So, when life’s storms hit you, are you more like a chicken or an eagle?

Truth be told, sometimes we all act like the chicken with our heads down, scratching around looking for nothing 
more than our daily sustenance rather than soaring above the storms of life and living!

III. The Future, what to look toward! 

The Prophet Isaiah gives us direction and a clear promise!

Isaiah 40:28-31 

Have you never heard?
    Have you never understood?

The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of all the earth.

He never grows weak or weary.
    No one can measure the depths of his understanding.

29 He gives power to the weak
    and strength to the powerless.

30 Even youths will become weak and tired,
    and young men will fall in exhaustion.

31 But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength.
    They will soar high on wings like eagles.

They will run and not grow weary.
    They will walk and not faint.

That brings us to the future. Besides our home in glory, we don't know what the future will bring to us in this 
world, but if we keep our eyes upon Jesus and trust in Him, we can have victory no matter what life may bring!

So remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Happy New Year!
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7 New Year Resolutions You Can Actually Accomplish In 2022
The checklist of New Year resolutions seems well within reach when you’re looking ahead to January. In fact, 
almost everything is possible. (https://puffy.com/blogs/lifestyle/7-new-year-resolutions-you-can-actually-accomplish-in-20220

A six-pack by June? Easy. Read 100 books? Make it 102. Finally conquer that crushing mountain of debt? Totally 
doable.

Except, if 2020 has taught us anything, it’s that life is unpredictable and we can’t always accomplish every New 
Year resolution we set out to achieve. Some of us fail by April and at least 80% of us fail by the second week of 
February.

Setting lofty goals and feeling overwhelmed by the pressure you put on yourself is one of the most common 
reasons why New Year’s resolutions fail.

But there’s a way to prevent that from happening in 2022 —start by setting small, achievable goals. Try these 7 
New Year resolution ideas to stay on track and fulfill your personal enhancement goals.

7. Do One New Thing A Month — New Year resolutions often crash and burn because they try to tackle too 
much too fast. But you can take things as slowly as you want. The key to setting good New Year’s resolutions is 
simply moving forward at your own pace. Set a goal once a month to do something you’ve never done before. 
That could mean eating at a new restaurant, gardening, learning salsa, or even painting your bedroom a different 
color. However small or big, it’s still something to look back on at the end of the year.

6. Save A Small Percentage Of Your Paycheck — When you’re living paycheck to paycheck, you might feel 
tempted to splurge the moment your bank account is replenished. But impulsive purchases can add up, no matter 
how affordable they seem in the moment,  and that’s why a New Year resolution of opening up a savings account 
can offer you peace of mind. At least 20% of your annual income should go to savings, but if you save less in one 
month than you’re supposed to, don’t beat yourself up about it. If you haven’t saved before, you can start by 
saving as little as $100 and working your way up month by month.

5. Do Your Bit For The Environment — You can certainly make a New Year resolution to go vegan or adopt a 
zero-waste lifestyle, but trying to accomplish those goals can be a jarring change if you’ve never attempted it 
before. Instead, take baby steps. Try incorporating one plant-based meal into your diet, start donating clothes and 
thrifting when you can, carry a reusable tote bag to the supermarket, purchase a set of eco-friendly metal straws, 
and recycle as much as possible.

4. Be Kind To Yourself And Others — Before you start your day, think about how you can add a sprinkle of 
positivity to your day and others. The best part is you don’t have to go out of your way to fulfill this New Year 
resolution. A small act of kindness will suffice. Text a friend you haven’t heard from in a while. Call your parents. 
Cook a meal for your partner. Treat yourself to a cupcake from your favorite bakery. Allow yourself to take a 
whole day off and do what you want to do. Being kind to others may come easier than being kind to yourself, but 
remember that you don’t need an excuse to justify why you’re treating yourself to something that makes you feel 
good.

3. Change Up Your Look — Losing weight and exercising are among the top 10 most common New Year 
resolutions. But fitness resolutions tend to be short-lived because most people expect results fast. In reality, you 
might notice some progress after a few weeks of consistent training and clean eating, but shedding the ‘quarantine 
15’ and learning to maintain it could take a few months. On the plus side, there are easier ways to transform your 
look and see instant results. Take a few inches off your hair, try a new hair color, get a tattoo, or simply switch up 
your personal style. Make 2022 the year you decide to embrace bold colors, mix patterns, and find the courage to 
wear outfits you’ve always wanted to but never thought you could pull off.

2. Try A New Recipe Each Week — Sometimes, at the end of a long day, all you want to do is order pizza. And 
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7 New Year Resolutions You Can Actually Accomplish In 2022
that’s understandable. Life can get in the way of cooking every single day. Either you don’t have the time or you 
have social obligations. But setting a New Year resolution to cook just one new recipe accomplishes three things: you 
save money by eating at home, the food is better for you because you know exactly what’s going in it, and you have a 
chance to brush up on your cooking skills. Trying a different recipe each week can also introduce you to a variety of 
dishes and cuisines and cooking the meal won’t even take long — a Google search for easy 30-minute dinner ideas 
just might yield enough results to last you a whole year.

1. Get More Sleep — While it sounds easy enough to get the recommended 8 hours of sleep every night, not a lot of 
people do. In fact, the Puffy Sleep Survey found that 59% of respondents were averaging less than 6 hours of sleep 
per night in 2020. But better sleep is essential for overall health and clocking in 8 hours can offer many benefits, 
including increasing productivity, improving mood, boosting the immune system, preventing weight gain, and more.
If you suspect your mattress is the culprit behind your sleepless nights or you’ve had the same mattress for more than 
8 years, it’s time to invest in a new one. For the best sleep, opt for a luxury mattress that provides optimal support 
and comfort. Hybrid mattresses and memory foam mattresses are among two of the most popular choices because 
they’re designed to alleviate aches and pains and the reduce transfer of movement, which means you won’t feel a 
thing even if your partner tosses and turns during the night. After you’ve chosen a luxury mattress that’s ideal for 
you, evaluate your bedtime routine, and form simple habits to fall asleep fast. Try going to bed at the same time every 
night, avoid consuming alcohol or caffeine before bed, turn off your electronic devices at least 30 minutes before 
sleeping, and ensure your bedroom environment is conducive to getting a good night’s sleep.
 
Setting New Year resolutions can seem like a trite task, especially when you can’t drown out statistics about the 
failed ones. But thinking about resolutions can help you reflect on the past and gain a better understanding of what 
needs to change in the future. Despite what the phrase says, a new year won’t necessarily foster a new you, but it can 
motivate you to be better and resolutions help with that.

Your Turn...
What’s your achievable New Year resolution for 2022?


