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What is Baptism? 
 

According to our Statement of Faith, Baptism is a public 
demonstration, testimony, and witness of a person’s faith in Jesus 
Christ. Baptism portrays and proclaims the believer’s union with Him 
and our death to sin and resurrection to a new life through His death, 
burial and resurrection. 
 
In other words, as one of the two ordinances of the church, baptism is 
a symbolic reenactment and visual aid of the Gospel message that 
Christ lived, died, and was raised from the death, ascended to 
heaven and will someday return. It symbolizes the person’s union 
with Christ in his death and resurrection, and the new life with which 
they now walk.  

 
Some would argue that baptism is a sacrament, whereby God uses 
baptism as a vehicle to bring grace. We do not believe this, as grace 
is a free gift from God apart from works (Titus 3:4-7).  

 
Why should one be baptized? 
 

Baptism shouldn’t be done with the hope of earning salvation. 
Baptism by itself doesn’t save anybody, since the thief on the cross 
went to heaven without it (Luke 23:39-43) and Simon the magician 
went to hell with it (Acts 8:14-24).  
 
Yet, we encourage baptism for three reasons:  
 
1) To obey the commands of Christ  

 
Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  



 
2) To publicly demonstrate a person’s faith in Christ 

 
Acts 2:37–41 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many 
other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who 
received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls.  

 
In Acts 2, Peter is talking to a large group of believers encouraging 
them to repent and out of that to publicly be baptized.  

 
3) To follow the example of Christ  
 

As followers of Jesus, we have decided to walk, live, and act in the 
ways that Jesus did. In Mark 1:9, Jesus was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. If Jesus felt it important to be baptized, we should too.  

 
Who should be baptized? 

 
According to our Statement of Faith, baptism should follow salvation. 
Therefore, we practice what is called “believers baptism,” which 
means we only baptize those who have placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ. Reading through Acts, we find baptism explicitly related to 
repentance, receiving the Word, and receiving the Holy Spirit. There 
is no explicit evidence that nonbelievers were baptized. 
 

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls.  



Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good 
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men and women.  

 
Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.  

 
Romans 6:3–4 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

 
With this understanding, we do not practice infant baptism (also 
known as paedobaptism).  
 
There are some traditions and denominations that do practice 
paedobaptism. Roman Catholicism teaches that all infants should be 
baptized at which time the child is regenerated and born again. The 
faith of the church is effective to remove the infant’s original sin and 
bestow saving grace. We reject this understanding as the faith of 
another person will not substitute for a person’s own response to the 
Gospel. The waters of baptism cannot save anyone, whether an 
infant or an adult.   
 
Protestant denominations that practice infant baptism do not believe 
that an infant is regenerated and born again in the waters of baptism. 
Instead, they believe that as circumcision was the sign of the Old 
Covenant commanded for children, so is baptism in the New 
Covenant. Therefore, this sign should be performed for children of the 
New Covenant. We reject this understanding, too. Becoming a 
member of the New Covenant, as described in John 3:1-15, was not 
physical as was the case in the Old Testament, but spiritual, through 
being born again. Further, there is no biblical evidence of New 
Covenant families baptizing their children.  

 
 



When should you be baptized? 
 

According to our Statement of Faith, baptism should immediately 
follow salvation. This is the pattern seen in the early church of Acts 
and this is the pattern we seek to emulate.   
 
Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and 
wash away your sins, calling on his name. 

 
How should you be baptized? 
 

Though other traditions and denominations baptize by pouring or 
sprinkling, Mount Calvary Church practices baptism by immersion. 
 
We do so for three reasons:  
 
1) The Greek word βαπτίζω (baptizo) literally means to plunge, 

submerge or immerse. Our English word baptism is a 
transliteration of the Greek βαπτίζω. βαπτίζω was used in Greek 
literature to describe the act of immersing something in water or 
another liquid. Therefore, to literally baptize someone else with 
water would be to immerse or submerge them in that water.  
 

2) The representation of union in Christ’s death and resurrection is 
best expressed through immersion. This union is clearly described 
in Romans 6:3-4 where we, like Christ, are buried with him in 
death by baptism, and risen to walk in newness of life.  

 
Romans 6:3–4 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

 
3) The description of other baptisms seems to describe immersion.  

 



Matthew 3:16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened 
to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming to rest on him.  

 
Mark 1:5, 10 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins…And when he came up out 
of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

 
John 3:23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and 
being baptized.  

 
Acts 8:38–39 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  

 
Where should a person be baptized? 

 
Although there is no specific command in the Scriptures to location, 
we prefer to practice the ordinance within the context of the local 
church in order to allow the congregation to celebrate together. 
 
That said, we do not want to prescribe what the Scriptures do not, 
and thus we do allow for baptism to occur outside the weekly 
gathering.  

 
Baptism and Membership  
 

Church membership is a public affirmation of someone’s public 
profession of faith in Christ, and Jesus has appointed baptism as the 
means by which his followers publicly profess their faith in him. While 



we hold to baptism by immersion, we do not require the mode of 
immersion for membership. If a person was sprinkled or immersed (or 
a possible other mode) after conversion, he or she has met our 
requirement for membership.  

 
Who can perform someone else’s baptism?  
 

The Bible gives no prescription for the requirements to perform 
baptism. Contrary to some traditions, there seems to be no biblical 
reason to restrict the duty to men who have been ordained to 
vocational ministry. Therefore, we allow any believer, male or female, 
who has faithfully obeyed the ordinance of baptism to perform the 
ordinance of baptism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, see resources that were used to put this 
document together – 
 
Bobby Jamieson –  

Going Public, Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membership 
(2015) 

 
The Village Church 

https://thevillagechurch.net/Content/ExternalSite/Documents/Baptism
%20Class/campus-sf-pastor-2018-baptism-class-book-web.pdf 


