
 

 

Sermon Notes            JULY 12, 2020 

Pastor Dallas Bennett 
 

INGREDIENTS OF A GREAT CHURCH 
ACTS 4:32-35  

  
All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that 

what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they 

had. The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. There 

were no needy people among them because those who owned land 

or    houses would sell them and bring the money to the apostles to 

give to those in need.  

Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 NLT  

 

This church understood ______________ ____ _______________ and 

New Testament living. 

 

One _________, one _________, one ____________ led by the Holy 

Spirit.  They were together in purpose thought and action. 

They are being led by the spirit and their commitment is so strong they 

even combined their possessions.  

 

Ephesians 4:1–6 describes the unity possible when the ______ _______ 

leads a group of believers. The members display humility, gentleness, 

patience, forbearance, and love. They not only live in harmony; they   

___________ _______ it. They make up one body of Christ because 

they are ____________ by one faith in one God and Father. 

 

That was the early church, today the church is going through so many 

challenges. 

 

I. THEY HAD A GREAT PERSECUTION 

 

It is sad that those who do the work of God upon earth are persecuted, 

but this is true in history. Christians have always been persecuted. 

 
I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on 
earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart because 
I have overcome the world.”  
John 16:33 NLT  
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Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one         

another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer      
of a righteous man avails much.  
James 5:16 NKJV 
 
Great power depends upon ___________________ asking. Great 
power comes through great prayer.  
 
Consider David......God used him greatly for good reasons. 
 
David had a __________ heart when the Lord looked into his heart,  
he saw that. 
 
And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have    
not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He     
commanded you. For now, the Lord would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not   
continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over 
His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded 
you.”  

I Samuel 13:13-14 NKJV  
 
David also had a wise head. He was wise enough to wait until the 
proper time to claim the throne. His experience of victory over the bear 
and the lion, as well as over the Goliath, expresses a note of wisdom. 
 
What kind of a church do you want?  
 
What kind of a member are you? 
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This is a trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live 

with him. If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. If we   

deny him, he will deny us. If we are unfaithful, he remains       

faithful, for he cannot    deny who he is.  

2 Timothy 2:11-13 NLT  

 

Those early Christians went through deep waters, Eleven of the 

twelve apostles were killed in a horrible way. When people really go 

all out to please God, there will be criticism and threatening, as there 

was in the early New Testament Church 

 

Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will suffer persecution. But evil people and impostors will      

flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be          

deceived.  

2 Timothy 3:12-13 NLT  

 

Someone said if you are not being booed at .... you’re not in the 

game. 

 

II. THEY HAD GREAT PEOPLE 

 

The people in this early Christian group were those who were willing 

to give up their very life's work. Peter left his nets and followed Jesus. 

James and John were willing to forsake there fishing business and 

become fishers of men. These folks went willing to _______ _____ all 

the wealth. 

 

Barnabus sold his house and laid his money at the offering table to be 

used for the _________ ____ ______.  They were willing to give up 

their very life. Stephen was willing to lay down his life in the streets 

and gave his soul to the Lord. How? 

 

There are people in every church who make sacrifices every week,  

day after day to see that Gods work succeeds.  

 

III. THEY HAD GREAT PRAISE. 

 

This one is so important, so needed, so paramount. 



 

 

Sermon Notes    JULY 12, 2020 

Page 3 
 

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes 

for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and              

generosity — all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill 

of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship 

those who were being saved.  

Acts of the Apostles 2:46-47 NLT  

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures 

forever. Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak out! Tell others 

he has redeemed you from your enemies.  

 

Let them praise the Lord for his great love and for the wonderful 

things he has done for them. Let them praise the Lord for his 

great love and for the wonderful things he has done for them.  

 

Let them praise the Lord for his great love and for the wonderful 

things he has done for them. Let them offer sacrifices of          

thanksgiving and sing joyfully about his glorious acts.  

 

Let them praise the Lord for his great love and for the wonderful 

things he has done for them. Let them exalt him publicly before    

the congregation and before the leaders of the nation.  

Psalms 107:1-2, 8, 15-15, 21-22, 31-32 NLT  

 

If there is any one thing we are all guilty of, it is grieving the Holy Spirit,        

not giving ______ _____ ______________. 

 

IV. THEY HAD GREAT PROMISE 

 

These people had a promise of ____________, and so do we. They    

had a promise of genuine _________________ and so do we. The 

Bible is filled with thousands of ____________________ for you and I. 

 

So how do we have a great church?  We have a great church by 

______________ in the promises of God! 
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V. THEY HAD GREAT PURPOSE 

 

The purpose was to __________ the Savior. Jesus had asked them 

to tarry in the upper room. 

 

Obedience is always a vital link to power and blessings from God.  

Peter stood before the great crowd and the streets of Jerusalem and 

preached the gospel to the Jews from many nations. The sermon was      

simple, and his purpose was plain. He wanted to _______ people get         

to heaven. 

 

VI. THEY HAD GREAT PREACHING 

 

Peter was an ordinary man and not really a great preacher, but the 

content  of his sermon was great preaching. 

 

Great preaching in the early church had a threefold characteristic. It            

exalted the __________, it edified the __________, and exposed 

________. 

 

These 3 great characteristics are present in all great sermons. Jesus      

promised that the Holy Spirit, when He was come, would reprove the 

world  of sin, or expose and reveal righteousness to the world, which 

was exalting Christ, and would explain the purpose of the cross, of 

the judging of Satan. 

 

3,000 people responded to the invitation and then 5,000 at a later     

sermon. No one can deny that this is great preaching! 

 

VII.  THEY HAD GREAT POWER 

 

The power at Pentecost was the same used at creation, to divide the 

Red Sea, to keep Daniel safe in the lion’s den, and to rescue the 3   

Hebrew children from the fiery furnace. 

 

This was also the same power that turned the water to wine, healed         

multitudes, fed the 5,000, gave sight to the blind man and raised      

Lazarus from the dead. 

 


