
 

 

Sermon Notes            December 1, 2019 

Pastor Dallas Bennett                      
 

“Blocking The Channel to God’s Power” 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Question: What is the simplest way to block God's power? 

Answer: Do not be willing to forgive. 

 

I. BLOCKING THE CHANNEL TO THE FLOW OF GOD'S POWER 

 

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

Matthew 6:14-15 NKJV 

 

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against 

anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive 

you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your 

Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” Mark 11:25-26 NKJV 

 

1. The first person you must forgive is _______________. Many   

people are hindered in the present by living in the past. 

 

• Many people lack ___________________ toward themselves   

as much as they do anyone else. 

 

• God cleanses us for service in order not to leave us with the 

____________ of past sins. 

 

• These sins should be dead buried and _________________. 

 

But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have 

fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7 NLT 

 

2. The second person we have to forgive, especially if we have       

bitterness, is _________ himself. 
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• The first step in forgiveness is to __________________ your  

resentment against an enemy. 

 

• You must ______________________ who the enemy is and 

what he has done to hurt you. Then you must consciously say    

I forgive you for the wrong you have done me 

 

• After that you must begin to actively ___________ for your      

enemies good. 

 

• Remember in our text the man owed a debt he could not pay,   

yet even though he was forgiven, he refused to forgive a man of 

a lesser debt. 

 

V. EXAMPLES OF FORGIVINESS  

 

1. Esau forgave Jacob  

 

But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck 

and kissed him, and they wept. 

Genesis 33:4 NKJV 

 

2. Jacob forgave his brothers 

 

Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benja-

min wept on his neck. Moreover, he kissed all his brothers and 

wept over them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 

Genesis 45:14-15 NKJV 

 

3. Jesus forgave his enemies 

 

Are you struggling with this matter of Forgiveness!!!! 
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So, Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good 

things that have come. He has entered that greater, more perfect 

Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human hands and 

is not part of this    created world. With his own blood—not the 

blood of goats and calves—  he entered the Most Holy Place once 

for all time and secured our redemption forever.  

Hebrews 9:11-12 NLT 

 

• Christ resurrection was a necessary condition for the              

forgiveness of man sins. 

 

• God's forgiveness of us demands that we forgive others,        

because grace brings responsibility and obligation. 

 

So, watch yourselves! “If another believer sins, rebuke that per-

son; then if there is repentance, forgive.  Even if that person 

wrongs you seven times a day and each time turns again and asks 

forgiveness, you must forgive.” Luke 17:3-4 NLT 

 

• A _____________________________ shows that one is a true 

follower of Christ. 

 

But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a 

grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your 

sins, too.” Mark 11:25 NLT 

 

IV. HOW DO YOU FORGIVE YOUR ENEMIES? 

 

“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate 

your enemy.  In that way, you will be acting as true children of 

your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil 

and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust 

alike.   If you love only those who love you, what reward is there 

for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.    

Matthew 5:43, 45-46 NLT 
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• Some reasons why we blame God and hold grudge. 

 

 

 

 

• And of course, consciously or unconsciously they blame God 

and they have a deep-seated resentment. 

 

3. The next person you may have to forgive may be a member of     

your ________________. 

 

4. There must be forgiveness for anyone who has ever done anything 

against you, you cannot have a grudge. 

 

 

 

 

• You must forgive them to the point where you actually feel    

yourself cleansed of resentment and bitterness and are actually 

_________________ for them.  

 

• If you do not forgive then you will carry bitterness, resentment, 

and you will only hurt _____________________. 

 

• ___________________ is the key that unlocks the door. 

 

• Forgiveness is the key, 

Other sins can be present and do damage to our life, but the 

most common sin that often comes between the people of God 

and God is that of unforgiveness.   

 

• We must practice the art of forgiveness. 

 

II. PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SPIRIT  

• A man owed 10,000 denarii, so he was brought before the king. 

 

• A talent is equal approximately 6000 Denarius one of which 

equaled a laborers wage for a day’s work.  

a. because a child died.  

b. husband ran away  

c. sickness 

d. lack of forgiveness  

e. money 

a. Husband 

b. Wife 

c. Children 

d. Parents  

e. Grandchildren 
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• Today comparison would be one billion dollars so you can see 

how happy he was to receive forgiveness’.   

 

• There was no way this debt could be paid. 

 

• This parable teaches us as both Christians and as sinners we 

cannot pay our debt of sin.  So therefore, if Christ will forgive us 

the larger debt of sin then why can't we forgive others the lesser 

debt of sins committed against us. 

 

III. WHAT IS FORGIVINESS  

 

• Forgiveness is the act of excusing or ______________ another 

in spite of his shortcomings, failures and flaws.  

 

• As A theological term, forgiveness refers to God's pardon of the 

sins of human beings. 

 

Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; 

According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And 

cleanse me from my sin. Psalms 51:1-2 NKJV 

 

Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 

Psalms 51:9 NKJV 

 

• Sin deserves divine __________________ because it is a     

violation of God's holy character, but He is a God of grace      

and pardon. 

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlast-

ing life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

John 3:16-17 NKJV 
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• In order for God to forgive sins two conditions are necessary 

 

1. A __________ must be taken as a substitute for that of the sinner. 

 

• In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was 

purified with blood.  

 

For without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. 

Hebrews 9:22 NLT 

 

And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, 

and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 

Hebrews 9:22 NKJV 

 

In fact, under the Law almost everything is cleansed with blood, 

and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness [neither 

release from sin and its guilt, nor cancellation of the merited pun-

ishment]. Hebrews 9:22 AMP 

 

2. The sinner must come to ____________ sacrifice in the spirit of 

repentance and faith. 

 

This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness 

and preached that people should be baptized to show that they 

had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 

Mark 1:4 NLT 

 

• Forgiveness in the New Testament it directly Linked to Christ, 

his sacrificial death on the cross and His resurrection 

 

• He was the morally perfect sacrifice, who else could do this? 

 

• By __________ sinners are forgiven and justified. 

 

• Those who are forgiven sins, penalties also die to its controlling 

power in their lives. 


