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THE COMMON DOWNFALL OF MANY CHURCHES 
HAGGAI 1:1-2  

  
In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the 
first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai 
the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
saying, “Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying: ‘This people 
says, “The time has not come, the time that the Lord ’s house 
should be built.” ’ ”  
Haggai 1:1-2 NKJV 
 

 In so many church's today the ________ is out, and the candle 
is not even flickering. 

 

 We are slowly drifting into the state of "I simply don't care" We 

are losing our _______________ for God 

 

 In the book of Haggai there was a message that was directed 
to God's people some 2500 years ago and intended to 
adddress a specific situation at that time 

 

 Haggai message is never the less __________________, and 
it is truly relevant to the spiritual issues of our day 

 

 Haggai is one of the shortest books of the Bible He is known as 
a minor profit. He's one of the prophets of the restoration the 
other two are Zachariah and Malachi. 

 

 There was a great spiritual _____________________ a       
spiritual revival under his ministry. 

 

 This book shows us what can happen when the Word of God is 

faithfully preached and when God’s Spirit begins to work in the 

______________ of God's people 

 

 We will look at 3 evidences of spiritual apathy. 
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4. Conclusion! 
 

 When God's work is neglected and God's people are content, 

and we make excuses for not doing what God wants us to do 

you have ___________________________________________ 

of spiritual apathy. 

 

 May God help each of us search and examine our own hearts in 

the light of what we have studied this morning to discover if it's 
true of us. 
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 Their offer was refused and they, out of spite, proceeded to do all that 

they could do to frustrate the building work.  

 

 They terrorize the people. They wrote letters to the authorities and    

eventually __________________ in getting the work stopped. 

 
2. God's people were content! 
 

 They had set up the altar in what was once the Temple court and day      
by day they brought their sacrifices by way of Worshiping God. 

 

 Now all though they knew as they looked around at the ruins of the    

Temple that this was not the way it should be. A fact of the matter was 

they were ________________________  enough by the state of things  

to do anything about it. 

 

 Listen closely when Gods people become ______________ with things 

as they are, in their church, and their family, and their own personal life, 

even though they know that the way things are, is not the way God's 

wants them to be, Spiritual ________________ has set in. 

 
3. Gods people making excuses! 
 

   Look at verse 2 
 
“This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are       
saying, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.’”  
Haggai 1:2 NLT  

 

 The work on the temple had been ___________ and it seems that at 
some point the suggestion had been made regarding the possibility of           
recommencing the work. 

 

 This particular time was the 6th month which actually corresponds to    

_________________ August it was a very busy time of the year for the 

people, it was the time of the grape harvest and the people were saying; 

look   we're just too busy at this minute to do the work. 

 

 Listen to me carefully what they offered was a _______ ____________ 
excuse for which they tried to cover their sinful excuse of the work God 
called them to do which they ought to be applying themselves. 

Sermon Notes    JUNE 28, 2020 

Page 2 

 
 Haggai was sent by God to _____________ to a people who had 

fallen into a state of spiritual apathy.  

 

1. God's work was being neglected! 

 

 Now in order to see this we need to understand something of the 

historical context of the Haggai message. In 586BC Nebuchadnezzar 

invaded and overthrew Jerusalem. 

 

 The city was taken to the ground and the ______________ was 

completely destroyed. God's people were taken into Babylon as 

captives and there they remained. 

 

 In 536BC the Babylonian empire failed to the Persians and their 

king Cyrus issued an edict giving permission to the Jews to return to 

Jerusalem with express purpose of rebuilding the temple of the Lord 

read Ezra 1 

 

“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: “The Lord, the God of 

heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has         

appointed me to build him a Temple at Jerusalem, which is in      

Judah. Any of you who are his people may go to Jerusalem in         

Judah to rebuild this Temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, who 

lives in Jerusalem. And may your God be with you!  

Ezra 1:2-3 NLT  

 

 About 50,000 Jews took up the offer and under the leadership of the 

Zerubabel, the political leader and Joshua the religious leader they 

would turn to Jerusalem in the midst of great joy. 

 

 The Samaritans, those who had been left behind at that time, when 

the greater part of the nation was taken into Babylon and who since 

then had intermarried with the heathen and adopted their forms of 

worship they came offered to help and the rebuilding project. 

 

 

 


