
 

 

Sermon Notes            MARCH 8, 2020 

Pastor Dallas Bennett 
 

“An Old Testament Example of a Breakthrough”    
Nehemiah 8:3, 5-6, 8 

 
He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning 
until noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All 
the people listened closely to the Book of the Law. Ezra stood on 
the platform in full view of all the people. When they saw him open 
the book, they all rose to their feet. Then Ezra praised the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people chanted, “Amen! Amen!” as they lifted 
their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground. They read from the Book of the Law of 
God and clearly explained the meaning of what was being read, 
helping the people understand each passage. 
Nehemiah 8:3, 5-6, 8  
 
Joy 
A positive attitude or pleasant in motion, delight. Many kinds of joy are 
reported in the battle.  
 
This makes it difficult to give a simple definition of joy, because even the 
wicked are said to experience joy and their triumphs over the righteous. 
 
Many levels of joy are also described including gladness and               
contentment. 
 
But the joy which the people of God should have is holy and pure, this  

joy rises above _______________________ and focuses on the very 

character of God. 

 
In the Psalms for example the psalmist rejoices over God's                 
righteousness, salvation.  mercy, and creation. 
 
You have God's characteristics as well as His acts are the causes of      
rejoicing. 
 
The joy required of the righteous person is produced by the 

_____________________. This kind of joy looks beyond the present to 

our __________________________ and to our sovereign God who 

walks out all things for our good. 

 
This kind of joy is distinct from mere happiness, joy like this is possible 
even in the midst of sorrow. 
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VII. THE OVERCOMING CHARACTERISTICS  
OF THE DAY WAS JOY 

 
NEHEMIAH 8:9-10 
 
They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained 
the meaning of what was being read, helping the people                
understand each passage. Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra     
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were interpreting for   
the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as 
this! For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.”           
For the people had all been weeping as they listened to the words 
of the Law. 
Nehemiah 8:8-9 NLT 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Perhaps someone will say, how in the world can I be joyful in the    
midst of such a sinful world. What is our hope today? 
 
Our hope is in Christ Jesus!!! 
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V. HEADS OF FAMILIES CAME WITH THEIR HOUSEHOLDS 
 
Of course, our 1st responsibility for our Christian witness is at __________. 
 
We must do our best to lead our families to the Lord. 
 
We are living in a day when nothing seems to make us mad, we have 
learned to coexistence with sin. 
 
There are some things we need to get ______________ about. 
 
We need to be angry about what's happened to our policemen how they     
risk their lives and assassinated.  
 
 

VI. REPENTANCE WAS NECESSARY  
 
Some judge mental words were spoken to the people who went thru this    
with sin in their hearts. 
 
Sin robs the Saint of his __________.  
 
If we lose our saltness we are good-for-nothing. Saltless saints.  
 
When God's people fail to ____________ the land is not healed. 
 
We live in a society that has found that lusting and greed can be as            
addictive as drugs and alcohol. 
 
If you are caught up in sin, at first you may seem to be able to resist but     
resisting becomes more difficulty as you are continually tempted and finally 
resistance becomes virtually impossible. 
 
Then the danger is sin offers its own _______________ and it becomes less          
sensitive to its guilt. 
 
The less sensitive we are to sin, the more insensitively we are to purity.        
At last righteousness loses its appeal and sin is given free reign the           
person’s life. 
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There are many great revivals that have been recorded down through 
history. 
 
One of these great revivals it recorded in Nehemiah under Ezra! 
 
Let's see what we can learn from this! 
 
From this we see how even Old Testament saints knew how to worship 
look how much more we have reasons to worship today. 
 

I. MUCH TIME WAS GIVEN TO READING AND  
TEACHING OF THE WORD. 

 
It is recorded that the people listened attentively to the word. 
 
Vs. 3 "all who understood " _________________  
 
All who were old enough listened. Unfortunately, there are those      
within the church today who cannot understand because of their        
spiritual immaturity. 
 
Even Jesus acknowledged this when he said 
 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
Matthew 11:15 NKJV 
 
One of the devils most effective tools is that of ___________________.   
Sometimes it is so easy to get off track with the spirit of God. We must 
listen closely and be sensitive to what God is doing. 
 
There was such a respect for the word of God there when it was opened 
all the people stood without being asked to do so. 
 
If we are honor the King, we will honor His ______________. 
 
As the word of God was read, spontaneous weeping broke out among 
the hearers. 
 
Whenever the word is fully heard, there is always response 
 
It is the word of God that brings _______________ to us. 
 
They wept Vs 9 and had joy they celebrated because they were made  
to understand the words that have been read to them. 
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II. THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF WORSHIP 

 
You search in vain and this account if you look to find the people exalting    
any other personality other than the Almighty God. 
 
One of the constant failings in this age is following the world's pattern by 

adopting __________. 

 
As surely as the world must have its Michael Jackson's and it's Madonna's 
we Christians feel we must have some hero. 
 
But the only hero we need is ___________! 
 
If He is our hero, they will never have to worry about him failing. 
 
The greatest thing Jim Baker and Jimmy Swagger taught us was that man is 
capable of failing. 
 
Not even for a moment don't you ever think you or anyone else cannot fall. 
 
The word of God is always ________ even if it is spoken by Balems Donkey. 
 
There is no way the reader of the Word cam separate himself from the    
Word he reads. None of us are perfect but we must preach a gospel that     
we are willing to follow ourselves. 
 
When people look at us, God grant they will see Jesus. 
 
We are the witnesses to his unconditional love they must see. 
 
Our witness is not in our doctrine or numbers or buildings or sizes or         
popularity. 
 
It is found in the Lord! 
 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
Matthew 11:15 NKJV 
 
Rather than being captivated by human personality the people lifted their 

hands to God and praise. They _____________ and worship the Lord with 

their faces to the ground. 
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III. NO ONE CAN SIMPLY BE AS A SPECTATOR  

 
The people could not leave the responsibility in the hands of the          
professional religionist. 
 
_____________ was to be involved. How can the church of Jesus Christ 

be all that it should be in the present battle if 90% of its soldiers are         

uninvolved? 

 
God is calling all his people to action, out of the grandstand and into       
the arena. 
 

IV. BOTH RELIGIOUS AND GOVERNMENT  
LEADERS WERE INVOLVED 

 
When we look at the moral decay of our day we are confused about     
sin and its consequences. 
 
We as Christians weep about failures with prominent preachers while 
the world laughs over it. 
 
Yet so many times neither the church nor society is ________________ 
over the murder of little babies murdered. 
 
It is said 50 million abortions have been performed in the United States 
since 1973, when the U.S. Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision 
made the procedure legal. 
 
The Christian message is meant to change lives and thus effects      
society about us. 
 
The church is fighting over so small ___________________ things that 
really don't matter. 
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