
John 14:1–3 (NLT) [1] “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. [2] There is more than enough 
room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? [3] When 
everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am. 

Matthew 24:30–31 (NLT) [30] And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and 
there will be deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. [31] And he will send out his angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they 
will gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NLT) [13] And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the 
believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. [14] For since we believe that Jesus died 
and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have 
died. [15] We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of 
those who have died. [16] For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. [17] Then, 
together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. [18] So encourage each other with these words. 

 
THREE TRUTHS ABOUT JESUS’ SECOND COMING: 

 
1)  We don’t know the __________________________________ of Jesus’ return. 

 
Matthew 24:36 (NLT) [36] “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels 
in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 
 

2)  There is going to be a time of great _____________________________________________ prior to 
Jesus’ return that will culminate in the battle of Armageddon. 

 
Matthew 24:4–12 (NLT) [4] Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, [5] for many will come in my name, claiming, 
‘I am the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. [6] And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these 
things must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. [7] Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in many parts of the world. [8] But all this is only the first of the 
birth pains, with more to come. [9] “Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over the world 
because you are my followers. [10] And many will turn away from me and betray and hate each other. [11] And many false 
prophets will appear and will deceive many people. [12] Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow 
cold. 
 

3)  Jesus’ return will ultimately result in a new ________________________________________ where 
followers of Jesus will be in the presence of God Himself. 

 
Revelation 21:1–7 (NLT) [1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had 
disappeared. And the sea was also gone. [2] And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s 
home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. [4] He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 
forever.” [5] And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write 
this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” [6] And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—
the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. [7] All who are 
victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children. 
 
JESUS’ PROMISE OF HIS SECOND COMING IS GOOD NEWS FOR US AND  
A REASON FOR HOPE! 
 



OUR RESPONSE: 
 

1)  We should ____________________________________________ as though Jesus is returning today. 
 

Matthew 25:1–13 (NLT) [1] “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. [2] Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. [3] The five who were foolish didn’t take enough 
olive oil for their lamps, [4] but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. [5] When the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. [6] “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!’ [7] “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. [8] Then the five foolish ones 
asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ [9] “But the others replied, ‘We don’t 
have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ [10] “But while they were gone to buy oil, the 
bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. [11] 
Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ [12] “But 
he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ [13] “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of 
my return. 
 
2 Peter 3:8–14 (NLT) [8] But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, 
and a thousand years is like a day. [9] The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. [10] But the day of 
the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very 
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment. [11] 
Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live, [12] looking 
forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt 
away in the flames. [13] But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled 
with God’s righteousness. [14] And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every 
effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight. 
 

2)  We need to ______________________________ and not give up regardless of how hard it is to be a 
follower of Jesus. 
 

1 Peter 4:12–13 (NLT) [12] Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something 
strange were happening to you. [13] Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, 
so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 

2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (NLT) [16] That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 
renewed every day. [17] For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that 
vastly outweighs them and will last forever! [18] So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze 
on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 
forever. 

Colossians 3:1–2 (NLT) [1] Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, 
where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. [2] Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 

 
3)  We should do our part to help others ____________________________________________________. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:18–20 (NLT) [18] And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And 
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. [19] For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no 
longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. [20] So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 

 
4)  We should ______________ for Jesus’ return and look with ____________________________ to the 

day we will begin our eternal life with Jesus. 
 

Matthew 6:9–10 (NLT) [9] Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. [10] May your Kingdom 
come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


