
 
GOD TAKES WHAT SEEMS LESS THAN PERFECT FROM A HUMAN PERSPECTIVE 
AND ALWAYS ACCOMPLISHES HIS PERFECT PLAN. 

 
Matthew 1:18–25 (NLT) [18] This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to 
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. [19] Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, 
so he decided to break the engagement quietly. [20] As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. [21] And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” [22] All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: [23] “Look! The virgin will 
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ ” [24] 
When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. [25] But he did not have 
sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 
 
Luke 1:26–38 (NLT) [26] In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village 
in Galilee, [27] to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King 
David. [28] Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” [29] Confused and 
disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. [30] “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have 
found favor with God! [31] You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. [32] He will be very 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. [33] And 
he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” [34] Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I 
am a virgin.” [35] The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. [36] What’s more, your 
relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son 
and is now in her sixth month. [37] For the word of God will never fail.” [38] Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. 
May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her. 
 
Luke 2:8–20 (NLT) [8] That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. [9] 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They 
were terrified, [10] but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring 
great joy to all people. [11] The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of 
David! [12] And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger.” [13] Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and 
saying, [14] “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” [15] When the 
angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” [16] They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. 
And there was the baby, lying in the manger. [17] A er seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had 
happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. [18] All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished, [19] but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them o en. [20] The shepherds 
went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel 
had told them. 
 
 
 
 



FOUR REASONS GOD CHOSE MARY, JOSEPH, AND THE SHEPHERDS: 
 
1) Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds were ___________________________________ what God wanted 

them to do even though they didn’t know the outcome. 
 
Luke 1:38 (NLT) [38] Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me 
come true.” And then the angel left her. 

 
 
 
2) Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds were more concerned about what God wanted them to do than  
 

 what ____________________________________________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds were _______________________________ God’s direction in their 

lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds __________________________________________ and things that 

happened in their past did not get in the way of what God wanted them to do. 
 
 

 
   WOULD YOU HAVE RESPONDED TO GOD THE WAY THEY DID? 
 
 
   HOW MANY OF THOSE FOUR REASONS DESCRIBE YOU? 
 

 
 GOD IS STILL LOOKING FOR PEOPLE TO BE LIKE MARY, JOSEPH, AND THE  

SHEPHERDS.  HE IS STILL LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO BE PART 
OF HIS PERFECT PLAN IN THIS WORLD. 

 
 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


