
Luke 2:1–12 (NLT) [1] At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire. [2] (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) [3] All returned to their own 
ancestral towns to register for this census. [4] And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. [5] He took with him 
Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. [6] And while they were there, the time came for her 
baby to be born. [7] She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no lodging available for them. [8] That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. [9] Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, [10] but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news that will bring great joy to all people. [11] The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born 
today in Bethlehem, the city of David! [12] And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in 
strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 
 

FIVE BIBLICAL TRUTHS: 
 

1)  Every person has a ____________________________________________. 
 

Romans 3:10 (NLT) [10] As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous— not even one. 
 
Romans 3:23 (NLT) [23] For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
 
Romans 5:12 (NLT) [12] When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to 
everyone, for everyone sinned. 

 
2)  Every person is in need of ___________________________________________ for their sins. 
 

a) Unforgiven sin keeps us from a _________________________________ with God. 
 

Isaiah 59:1–2 (NLT) [1] Listen! The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. [2] It’s 
your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore. 

 
b) Unforgiven sin results in __________________________________________________________. 

 
Romans 6:23 (NLT) [23] For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
c) Unforgiven sin results in ______________________________________ and a lack of peace.  

 
Psalm 38:1–8 (NLT) [1] O LORD, don’t rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your rage! [2] Your arrows have struck 
deep, and your blows are crushing me. [3] Because of your anger, my whole body is sick; my health is broken because of 
my sins. [4] My guilt overwhelms me— it is a burden too heavy to bear. [5] My wounds fester and stink because of my 
foolish sins. [6] I am bent over and racked with pain. All day long I walk around filled with grief. [7] A raging fever burns 
within me, and my health is broken. [8] I am exhausted and completely crushed. My groans come from an anguished 
heart. 

 
3)  Animal sacrifices were _______________________________________ before Jesus entered into this 

world to remind people of their sins. 
 

Leviticus 1:1–9 (NLT) [1] The LORD called to Moses from the Tabernacle and said to him, [2] “Give the following 
instructions to the people of Israel. When you present an animal as an offering to the LORD, you may take it from your herd 
of cattle or your flock of sheep and goats. [3] “If the animal you present as a burnt offering is from the herd, it must be a 
male with no defects. Bring it to the entrance of the Tabernacle so you may be accepted by the LORD. [4] Lay your hand on 
the animal’s head, and the LORD will accept its death in your place to purify you, making you right with him. [5] Then 
slaughter the young bull in the LORD’s presence, and Aaron’s sons, the priests, will present the animal’s blood by 
splattering it against all sides of the altar that stands at the entrance to the Tabernacle. [6] Then skin the animal and cut it 
into pieces. [7] The sons of Aaron the priest will build a wood fire on the altar. [8] They will arrange the pieces of the 
offering, including the head and fat, on the wood burning on the altar. [9] But the internal organs and the legs must first 



be washed with water. Then the priest will burn the entire sacrifice on the altar as a burnt offering. It is a special gift, a 
pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

 
Hebrews 10:1–4 (NLT) [1] The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things 
to come, not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, 
but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. [2] If they could have provided 
perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all time, and 
their feelings of guilt would have disappeared. [3] But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins year 
after year. [4] For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

 
4) Jesus came to this earth and _______________________________________ for every person to be 

forgiven from every sin. 
 
Matthew 1:20–21 (NLT) [20] As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of 
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. [21] And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
Hebrews 10:5–18 (NLT) [5] That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did not want animal 
sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a body to offer. [6] You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other 
offerings for sin. [7] Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God— as is written about me in the Scriptures.’ ” [8] 
First, Christ said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were 
you pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). [9] Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your 
will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. [10] For God’s will was for us to be made holy by 
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time. [11] Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers 
before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices again and again, which can never take away sins. [12] But our 
High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at 
God’s right hand. [13] There he waits until his enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his feet. [14] For by that 
one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made holy. [15] And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. 
For he says, [16] “This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the LORD: I will put my laws in their 
hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” [17] Then he says, “I will never again remember their sins and lawless 
deeds.” [18] And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. 

 
5) Followers of Jesus are the ___________________________ to receive the forgiveness of sins made 

possible by  Jesus’ death on the cross.  
 

John 3:16–18 (NLT) [16] “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. [17] God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to 
save the world through him. [18] “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not 
believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 
 
Romans 10:9–10 (NLT) [9] If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly 
declaring your faith that you are saved. 
 
Romans 10:13 (NLT) [13] For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NLT) [8] God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God. [9] Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 

 

OUR RESPONSE: 
 

1) Choose to believe in Jesus and follow Him. 
 

2)  Forgive others in response to God’s forgiveness. 
 
 Ephesians 4:31–32 (NLT) [31] Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil 

behavior. [32] Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has 
forgiven you. 

 

3)  Dwell on and celebrate your forgiveness this Christmas. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


