
Revelation 1:1–3 (NLT) [1] This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants the events that 
must soon take place. He sent an angel to present this revelation to his servant John, [2] who faithfully reported 
everything he saw. This is his report of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. [3] God blesses the one who 
reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the 
time is near. 
 
Revelation 2:1–5 (NLT) [1] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message from the one who 
holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands: [2] “I know all the things 
you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have 
examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are liars. [3] You have 
patiently suffered for me without quitting. [4] “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as 
you did at first! [5] Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I 
will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 
 
Revelation 3:14–22 (NLT) [14] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one 
who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation: [15] “I know all the things you do, 
that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! [16] But since you are like lukewarm water, 
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! [17] You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ 
And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. [18] So I advise you to buy gold 
from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be 
shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see. [19] I correct and discipline everyone I 
love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference. [20] “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. [21] Those who are victorious will sit with me 
on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. [22] “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to 
the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.” 
 

FIVE THINGS THAT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A SLOW FADE 
 

1)  We stop _____________________________ with other followers of Jesus. 
 

Ephesians 4:16 (NLT) [16] He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 
 
Hebrews 10:24–25 (NLT) [24] Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. [25] And let 
us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his 
return is drawing near. 

 
2)  We allow ourselves to be _____________________________ by worldly things. 

 
1 John 2:15–17 (NLT) [15] Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not 
have the love of the Father in you. [16] For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything 
we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. [17] And 
this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live 
forever. 

 
3)  We have a ______________________________________ on problems and difficulties. 
 

Mark 4:3–9 (NLT) [3] “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. [4] As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. [5] Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed 
sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. [6] But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have 
deep roots, it died. [7] Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no 
grain. [8] Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even 
a hundred times as much as had been planted!” [9] Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and 
understand.” 



Mark 4:14–20 (NLT) [14] The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. [15] The seed that fell on the footpath 
represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. [16] The seed on the rocky soil 
represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. [17] But since they don’t have deep roots, 
they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. [18] The 
seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, [19] but all too quickly the message is crowded 
out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. [20] And the seed 
that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!” 

 
 

4) We don’t ___________________________________________ of sins and allow our hearts to become 
hardened. 

 
1 John 1:9 (NLT) [9] But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
wickedness. 

 
 

5) We do what feels good and what we think is best for us instead of ____________________________ 
 to Jesus’ leadership in our lives. 

 
Luke 9:23–24 (NLT) [23] Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own 
way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. [24] If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your 
life for my sake, you will save it. 
 

JESUS’ SOLUTIONS TO THE SLOW FADE 
 
1) We need to ____________________________ the slow fade and ask for God’s help. 

 
Revelation 2:4–5 (NLT) [4] “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! [5] 
Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and 
remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 
 
Hebrews 4:14–16 (NLT) [14] So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold firmly to what we believe. [15] This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the 
same testings we do, yet he did not sin. [16] So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive 
his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. 
 
 

2) We should begin doing again what we ____________________________ when we were on fire for 
Jesus and growing spiritually. 

 
Revelation 2:5 (NLT) [5] Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t 
repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 

 
 

3) We need to _________________________ our life daily to Jesus’ leadership.  
 

Revelation 3:19–20 (NLT) [19] I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference. [20] “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, 
and we will share a meal together as friends. 

 
WATCH OUT FOR THE SLOW FADE WHILE LIVING IN THIS CRAZY WORLD! 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


