
FOUR BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES: 

1) Choosing to marry the ________________________________________ before you get married can 
help lesson family struggles. 

 
INCOMPATIBILITY IS A MAJOR REASON FOR FAMILY STRUGGLES AND  
DISCONTENTMENT IN THE HOME. 

 
a) Make sure you pray for God’s ________________________________________ as you look toward 

marriage. 
 

Philippians 4:6 (NLT) (6) Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 
and thank him for all he has done. 
 

James 1:5 (NLT) (5) If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke 
you for asking. 

 
b) Make sure you are like-minded on the _________________________________________ you will 

encounter in your marriage. 
 

 Faith in God and a __________________________________________________. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14–15 (NLT) (14) Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can 
righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? (15) What harmony can 
there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 
 

 _____________________________ 
 

 __________________________________ and having children. 
 

ISSUES SURROUNDING CHILDREN ARE ONE OF THE MAJOR REASONS FOR 
FAMILY STRUGGLES IN BLENDED FAMILIES. 

 
 _____________________________ 
 

c) Make sure you only marry someone you believe you can be _______________________ married 
to for the rest of your life even if they changed nothing about themselves. 

 
 
2) We need to evaluate and make adjustments to the __________________________________________ 

if we feel like things are out of control in our homes. 
 
MOST FAMILIES WHO ARE STRUGGLING HAVE THIS IN COMMON—THEY ARE TOO 
BUSY! 



3) Do your part to _________________________________________________________. 
 

a) Don’t just write off conflict as _______________________ and fail to address the issue. 
 

 
b) Choose to ________________________________________________________ so you can better 

understand what is at the root of the conflict or problem. 
 

Proverbs 10:19 (NLT) (19) Too much talk leads to sin. Be sensible and keep your mouth shut. 
 

Proverbs 12:15 (NLT) (15) Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others. 
 

Proverbs 18:13 (NLT) (13) Spouting off before listening to the facts is both shameful and foolish. 
 

James 1:19 (NLT) (19) Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to get angry. 
 

 
c) Choose to ________________________________________________________________________.  

 

James 1:19–20 (NLT) (19) Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, and slow to get angry. (20) Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 
 

Ephesians 4:15 (NLT) (15) Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like 
Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 
 

Ephesians 4:29 (NLT) (29) Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so 
that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 
 
 

d) Choose to act toward others ____________________________________________ you would like 
others to act toward you. 

 

Matthew 7:12 (NLT) (12) “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all 
that is taught in the law and the prophets. 

 
 

4) Commit to align your ___________________________________________________ with what God 
says should be your priorities. 
 
Luke 14:26 (NLT) (26) “If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my 
disciple. 

 
YOU NEED TO SAY NO IF SAYING YES TO SOMETHING GOOD WOULD GET IN  
THE WAY OF YOU KEEPING GOD, JESUS, YOUR SPOUSE, AND YOUR KIDS YOUR 
HIGHEST PRIORITIES. 

 
“As for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.” 

     - Joshua 24:15 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


