
2020 Statistics: 
 42-45% of first marriages end in divorce 
 60% of second marriages end in divorce 
 73% of third marriages end in divorce 
 There are approximately 875,000 divorces annually in the United States 
 22% of women have been divorced at least once 
 21% of men have been divorced at least once 

 
THERE ARE SEVEN KEY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE THAT DEAL WITH DIVORCE AND 
REMARRIAGE.  THEY ARE: DEUTERONOMY 24:1-4, MALACHI 2:13-16, MATTHEW 5:31-32, MARK 
10:1-12 (SIMILAR TO MATTHEW), LUKE 16:18, 1 CORINTHIANS 7:10-15 

 

THREE BIBLICAL TRUTHS: 

1) God ______________________ divorce and it is not His desire that anyone experiences divorce. 
 

Matthew 19:1–9 (NLT) (1) When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went down to the 
region of Judea east of the Jordan River. (2) Large crowds followed him there, and he healed their sick. (3) 
Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: “Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife 
for just any reason?”  
 

(4) “Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They record that from the beginning ‘God made them 
male and female.’ (5) And he said, ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his 
wife, and the two are united into one.’ (6) Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what 
God has joined together.” (7) “Then why did Moses say in the law that a man could give his wife a written 
notice of divorce and send her away?” they asked. (8) Jesus replied, “Moses permitted divorce only as a 
concession to your hard hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended. (9) And I tell you this, 
whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.” 
 
Malachi 2:13–16 (NLT) (13) Here is another thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, weeping and 
groaning because he pays no attention to your offerings and doesn’t accept them with pleasure. (14) You cry 
out, “Why doesn’t the LORD accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because the LORD witnessed the vows you 
and your wife made when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though she remained your 
faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows. (15) Didn’t the LORD make you one with your wife? In body 
and spirit you are his. And what does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard your heart; remain 
loyal to the wife of your youth. (16) “For I hate divorce!” says the LORD, the God of Israel. “To divorce your 
wife is to overwhelm her with cruelty,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “So guard your heart; do not be 
unfaithful to your wife.” 

 

      

 

 
 



2) The Bible teaches that all divorce is a result of ______________________________________ but not 
all divorce is sinful. 

 
a) Divorce is not sinful when there has been ________________________________________________. 

 

Matthew 5:31–32 (NLT) (31) “You have heard the law that says, ‘A man can divorce his wife by merely giving 
her a written notice of divorce.’ (32) But I say that a man who divorces his wife, unless she has been unfaithful, 
causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who marries a divorced woman also commits adultery. 
 

Matthew 19:9 (NLT) (9) And I tell you this, whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits 
adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.” 

 
b) Divorce is not sinful when a spouse who is _________________________________________________ 

asks for a divorce from someone who is a follower of Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10–15 (NLT) (10) But for those who are married, I have a command that comes not from me, 
but from the Lord. A wife must not leave her husband. (11) But if she does leave him, let her remain single or 
else be reconciled to him. And the husband must not leave his wife. (12) Now, I will speak to the rest of you, 
though I do not have a direct command from the Lord. If a fellow believer has a wife who is not a believer and 
she is willing to continue living with him, he must not leave her. (13) And if a believing woman has a husband 
who is not a believer and he is willing to continue living with her, she must not leave him. (14) For the 
believing wife brings holiness to her marriage, and the believing husband brings holiness to his marriage. 
Otherwise, your children would not be holy, but now they are holy. (15) (But if the husband or wife who isn’t a 
believer insists on leaving, let them go. In such cases the believing husband or wife is no longer bound to the 
other, for God has called you to live in peace.) 

 
 WE SHOULD NOT BE QUICK TO GIVE UP ON OUR MARRIAGE EVEN IN THOSE 

CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN GOD SAYS IT IS NOT SINFUL TO GET A DIVORCE. 
 
 
 
 
3) God provides guidelines for remarriage and does not  _____________________________________  

 ________________________________________________. 
  

>>  See Deuteronomy 24:4, Jeremiah 3:1, Malachi 2:11, Leviticus 21:7, Matthew 5:32, Matthew 19:9,  
        and 1 Corinthians 7:15, 27, 28, 39 for related scriptures. 

 
GOD WANTS HIS CHURCH TO STAND UP FOR THE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME SHOWING COMPASSION AND GRACE TO THOSE 
WHOSE MARRIAGES ENDED IN DIVORCE. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


