
TWO IMPORTANT TRUTHS: 
 

1) It is a _________________________________________ for Christians to believe and act different. 
 

Matthew 7:13–14 (NLT) [13] “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to 
hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. [14] But the gateway to life is very narrow 
and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it. 

 
a) We are born with a _____________________________________________. 

 

Romans 5:18–19 (NLT) [18] Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of 
righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. [19] Because one person 
disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made 
righteous. 

 
b) It is easy to _______________________________________________________ more than we love God. 

 

1 John 2:15–17 (NLT) [15] Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you 
do not have the love of the Father in you. [16] For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a 
craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, 
but are from this world. [17] And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But 
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever. 

 
c)  We are caught up in a _________________________________________ between God and the devil. 

 

Ephesians 6:10–18 (NLT) [10] A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. [11] Put on all of 
God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. [12] For we are not fighting 
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty 
powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. [13] Therefore, put on every piece of 
God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be 
standing firm. [14] Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 
[15] For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. [16] In 
addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. [17] Put on salvation as 
your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. [18] Pray in the Spirit at all times and 
on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 
 
BEING DIFFERENT IS HARD.  BELIEVING THE RIGHT THINGS AND LIVING THE 
RIGHT WAY REQUIRES EFFORT AND INTENTIONALITY. 
 

IT IS EASY TO DRIFT AWAY FROM GOD AND FALL IN LOVE WITH THIS WORLD. 
 
 
2)  We need God’s help and the ________________________________________________ to believe and 

live different. 
 

2 Peter 1:3–4 (NLT) [3] By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We 
have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous 
glory and excellence. [4] And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. 



These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by 
human desires. 

 

Romans 8:1, 5-14 (NLT) [1] So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus...  . 
.. [5] Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by 
the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. [6] So letting your sinful nature control your mind 
leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. [7] For the sinful nature is always 
hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. [8] That’s why those who are still under the 
control of their sinful nature can never please God. [9] But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are 
controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have 
the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) [10] And Christ lives within you, so even though 
your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. [11] 
The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. [12] Therefore, dear brothers 
and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. [13] For if you live by its 
dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, 
you will live. [14] For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
 

Galatians 5:16–25 (NLT) [16] So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your 
sinful nature craves. [17] The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. 
And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are 
constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions. [18] But when you are 
directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses. [19] When you follow the desires of 
your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, [20] idolatry, sorcery, 
hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, [21] envy, drunkenness, 
wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life 
will not inherit the Kingdom of God. [22] But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things! [24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature 
to his cross and crucified them there. [25] Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in 
every part of our lives. 

 
THREE TRUTHS ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
 
a)  We receive the Holy Spirit when we _____________________________________________________. 
 
b) Our __________________________________________ reveal to us if we are allowing the Holy Spirit 

to lead and guide us. 
 
c) We need to _____________________________________________ the Holy Spirit to lead, guide and 

empower us. 
 

 
 

GOD IS CALLING HIS CHURCH TO BE DIFFERENT! 
 

Galatians 6:8–9 (NLT) [8] Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death 
from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. [9] So 
let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give 
up. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


