
TWO OBSERVATIONS: 
 

1) We should not expect non-Christians to _____________________________________ like Christians. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:9–13 (NLT) [9] When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. [10] But I wasn’t 
talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid 
people like that. [11] I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships 
idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. [12] It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly 
is your responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning. [13] God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must 
remove the evil person from among you.” 

 
2) We should expect _______________________________________________________ from people who 

are not Christians. 
 

John 16:33 (NLT) [33] I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world.” 
 

1 Peter 4:12 (NLT) [12] Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you. 
 

FOUR THINGS WE SHOULD DO IN RESPONSE: 
 

1) We need to _____________________________. 
 

 Pray for God to help us to endure and respond the right way. 
 Pray for God to help soften and change the hearts of those who aren’t Christians. 
 Pray for wisdom to know the best way to respond. 

 

James 1:5 (NLT) [5] If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. 
 

Philippians 4:6 (NLT) [6] Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
 
2)  We need to try to ______________________________________________ with everyone as much as it 

depends on us. 
 

Romans 12:14–21 (NLT) [14] Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. [15] Be happy with those who are 
happy, and weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t 
think you know it all! [17] Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. [18] Do all that you 
can to live in peace with everyone. [19] Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take 
revenge; I will pay them back,” says the LORD. [20] Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” [21] Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 

 
3) We should do everything we can to be a _________________________________ and point people to 

Jesus. 
 
THE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS WE ARE FACING IN OUR NATION AND WORLD 
IS FOR PEOPLE TO BECOME FOLLOWERS OF JESUS AND FOLLOW THE BIBLE’S 
TEACHINGS. 



a)  Don’t be a _________________________________. 
 

1 Peter 2:12 (NLT) [12] Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see 
your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world. 

 
b)  Our ability to influence people is most effective when we have a ______________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________. 
 

PEOPLE DON’T CARE HOW MUCH YOU KNOW UNTIL THEY KNOW HOW MUCH YOU 
CARE! 
 

c)  Avoid arguing and spending time with ________________________. 
 

Proverbs 12:15 (NLT) [15] Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others. 
 

Proverbs 18:2 (NLT) [2] Fools have no interest in understanding; they only want to air their own opinions. 
 

Proverbs 23:9 (NLT) [9] Don’t waste your breath on fools, for they will despise the wisest advice. 
 

2 Timothy 2:23–26 (NLT) [23] Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. [24] A servant of the Lord must 
not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. [25] Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. 
Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. [26] Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. 
For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants. 
 

d)  Stand up for __________________________________________________. 
 

Matthew 5:13 (NLT) [13] “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 
 

Matthew 5:14–16 (NLT) [14] “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. [15] No one lights a lamp and then puts 
it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. [16] In the same way, let your good deeds shine 
out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 
 

e)  Share your faith by focusing more on what _________________________________________________ 
instead of pointing out the other person’s sins. 

 
 
 
4)  We need to ___________________________________________________ and remember the battle 

belongs to the Lord. 
 
1 Peter 3:13–17 (NLT) [13] Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? [14] But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will 
reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. [15] Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your 
hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. [16] But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak 
against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ. [17] Remember, it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong! 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


