
SIX THINGS EVERY CHILD NEEDS: 

1) Every child needs to know who ______________________________________ really are and how to 
have a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 
Matthew 22:37–40 (NLT) (37) Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind.’ (38) This is the first and greatest commandment. (39) A second is equally important: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (40) The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these 
two commandments.” 
 
John 14:6 (NLT) (6) Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 

 

              AS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD GOES, SO GOES EVERYTHING ELSE! 

 
2) Every child needs to know _________________________________________ and why they can and 

should believe the teachings in the Bible. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:1–9 (NLT) (1) “These are the commands, decrees, and regulations that the LORD your God 
commanded me to teach you. You must obey them in the land you are about to enter and occupy, (2) and you 
and your children and grandchildren must fear the LORD your God as long as you live. If you obey all his 
decrees and commands, you will enjoy a long life. (3) Listen closely, Israel, and be careful to obey. Then all will 
go well with you, and you will have many children in the land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, 
the God of your ancestors, promised you. (4) “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. (5) And you 
must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. (6) And you must commit 
yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. (7) Repeat them again and again to 
your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to 
bed and when you are getting up. (8) Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 
(9) Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 
>> Check out https://answersingenesis.org for help understanding and defending the biblical view of  
       creation. 
 

3) Every child needs to have their character shaped through appropriate _______________________ 
 

 ________________________________________. 
 

Ephesians 6:4 (NLT) (4) Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, 
bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. 
 
>> Check out https://otterbeinchurch.org/lifemap for helpful information about the life phases of a child 
       as well as resources that are available to assist parents and grandparents. 
 
 
 
 
 



Hebrews 12:5–6 (NLT) (5) And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? 
He said, “My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. (6) For the 
LORD disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 
 
Hebrews 12:10–11 (NLT) (10) For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew 
how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. (11) No discipline is 
enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for 
those who are trained in this way. 
 
Proverbs 13:24 (NLT) (24) Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. Those who love their 
children care enough to discipline them. 
 

 Proverbs 19:18 (NLT) (18) Discipline your children while there is hope. Otherwise you will ruin their lives. 
 

EVERY CHILD NEEDS APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINE. 

 
 

 
4) Every child needs ________________________ when young and increasing _____________________ 
 with clear expectations as they grow older. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NLT) (33) Don’t be fooled by those who say such things, for “bad company corrupts 
good character.” 

 
 

AS YOUR KIDS GROW OLDER, YOUR PARENTING STYLE NEEDS TO BECOME MORE 
ABOUT “INFLUENCE” AND LESS ABOUT “CONTROL.” 

 
 
 
 
 

5) Every child needs to have relationships with adults who are ____________________ of the kind of 
life God wants us to live. 

 
WE NEED TO BE THE KIND OF PERSON WE WANT OUR CHILDREN AND  
GRANDCHILDREN TO BECOME. 

 
 
 

6) Every child needs parents who ______________________________________________ with their kids 
lives. 

 
 
GOD LOVES YOUR KIDS EVEN MORE THAN YOU DO!! 
 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


