
 

HOW DOES GOD WANT US TO RESPOND TO WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT US,  
BELIEVE ABOUT US, AND DO TO US? 

 
 
FIVE TRUTHS: 
 
1) God commands us to _______________________________________________________. 

 
Matthew 22:37–40 (NLT) [37] Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind.’ [38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] A second is equally important: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ [40] The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these 
two commandments.” 
 
1 John 4:20–21 (NLT) [20] If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if 
we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? [21] And he has given us this 
command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers. 
 
Matthew 5:43–48 (NLT) [43] “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 
[44] But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! [45] In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on 
the just and the unjust alike. [46] If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even 
corrupt tax collectors do that much. [47] If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from 
anyone else? Even pagans do that. [48] But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 
John 13:34–35 (NLT) [34] So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved 
you, you should love each other. [35] Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.” 

 
WOULD PEOPLE DESCRIBE YOU AS SOMEONE WHO LOVES EVERYONE? 

 
 
 
 
 

2) It is possible to love someone ______________________________________________________. 
 
 Three Greek Words for Love: 
 

 Eros—Sexual Love 
 Phileo—Brotherly Love 
 Agape—Unconditional Love Expressed Through Actions 

 
 

 
 
 



3) We communicate agape love through specific ______________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4–7 (NLT) [4] Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud [5] or rude. It 
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. [6] It does not 
rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. [7] Love never gives up, never loses faith, is 
always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.  
 
1 John 3:18 (NLT) [18] Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our 
actions. 

 
 
 
4)  Love does not _____________________________________________________. 
 
    WE NEED TO GUARD AGAINST BELIEVING THE BIG LIE OF OUR DAY THAT LOVING 

PEOPLE MEANS ACCEPTING AND CONDONING SINFUL BEHAVIOR. 
 
   

 THE WAY WE SPEAK THE TRUTH ABOUT SIN MATTERS! 
 

 
Ephesians 4:15 (NLT) [15] Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like 
Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 
 
 
 

5) We should love others the way we _______________________________________ and in response to 
God’s love for us. 

 
Matthew 7:12 (NLT) [12] “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all 
that is taught in the law and the prophets. 
 
1 John 4:7–11 (NLT) [7] Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone 
who loves is a child of God and knows God. [8] But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. [9] God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might 
have eternal life through him. [10] This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. [11] Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to 
love each other. 

 
 
ONE OF THE THINGS THAT MAKES US DIFFERENT AS CHRISTIANS IS THE WAY WE 
LOVE OTHERS—EVEN THOSE WHO DO WRONG TO US. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


