
Romans 12:2 (NLT) [2] Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) [17] This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
 
John 3:1–3 (NLT) [1] There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. [2] After dark one evening, he came to 
speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.” [3] Jesus 
replied, “I tell you the truth, unless  
you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 
 

Matthew 7:13–14 (NLT) [13] “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the 
many who choose that way. [14] But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it. 
 

GOD EXPECTS CHRISTIANS TO BE DIFFERENT. 
 
 “What must we do to truly be a Christian?  Is it a set of statements about Jesus that we must affirm?  
 Or is it simply  following Jesus’ example in a quixotic human effort to know God?  I opt for the  
 latter.  The rest, they say, is a matter of faith.”    
 

   Taken from article “What Must I Believe to Be a Christian?” by Christian Chiakulas 
                               ( https://www.huffpost.com/entry/what-must-i-believe-to-be_b_8233514) 
 
7 THINGS CHRISTIANS NEED TO BELIEVE: 
 
1) We need to believe Jesus was ____________________________________________________ at the 

same time. 
 

John 1:1–14 (NLT) [1] In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He existed in the beginning with God. [3] 
God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. [4] The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought 
light to everyone. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. [6] God sent a man, John the Baptist, [7] to tell about the light so 
that everyone might believe because of his testimony. [8] John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. [9] The one who is the 
true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. [11] He 
came to his own people, and even they rejected him. [12] But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. [13] They 
are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. [14] So the Word became human and made his 
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
 

Colossians 1:15–20 (NLT) [15] Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, [16] for 
through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, 
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. [17] He existed before anything else, and he holds all 
creation together. [18] Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in 
everything. [19] For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, [20] and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

 
2) We need to believe Jesus entered into this world through a __________________________________. 

 

Luke 1:34–35 (NLT) [34] Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” [35] The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 

 
3) We need to believe Jesus ______________________________ when He lived on this earth. 

 

1 John 3:5 (NLT) [5] And you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. 



1 Peter 2:22–24 (NLT) [22] He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. [23] He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when 
he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. [24] He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be 
dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) [21] For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God 
through Christ. 
 

4) We need to believe that Jesus ________________________________ from the dead on the third day. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3–8 (NLT) [3] I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just 
as the Scriptures said. [4] He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. [5] He was seen by Peter and 
then by the Twelve. [6] After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. [7] 
Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. [8] Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 
 

5) We need to believe Jesus ________________________________________________. 
 
6) We need to believe Jesus is ____________________________________________________. 

 
Acts 1:10–11 (NLT) [10] As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. [11] “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the 
same way you saw him go!” 
 
2 Peter 3:8–9 (NLT) [8] But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a 
day. [9] The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be 
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 

 
7) We need to believe that Jesus became the once and for all _______________________________ for 

our sins so we can be forgiven and have a personal relationship with God. 
 

Romans 3:20–28 (NLT) [20] For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we 
are. [21] But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of 
Moses and the prophets long ago. [22] We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no 
matter who we are. [23] For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. [24] Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his 
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. [25] For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are 
made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held 
back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, [26] for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. 
God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus. [27] 
Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 
[28] So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law. 

 

1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) [24] He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his 
wounds you are healed. 

 
WHAT YOU BELIEVE ABOUT JESUS MATTERS! 

 
THIS WEEK.... 
 
1) Choose to believe the 7 Things even if you have some _______________________. 
 
2) Help others to ____________________________________ that are required to be a Christian. 
 
3) Thank Jesus for being your _____________________ and worship Him as your ________________. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


