
 

PROSPERITY AND SUCCESS RUINS MORE PEOPLE THAN ADVERSITY. 
 
Genesis 41:14–44 (NLT) [14] Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was quickly brought from the prison. After he 
shaved and changed his clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh. [15] Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a 
dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it means. But I have heard that when you hear about a dream you 
can interpret it.” [16] “It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it means and 
set you at ease.” [17] So Pharaoh told Joseph his dream. “In my dream,” he said, “I was standing on the bank of the 
Nile River, [18] and I saw seven fat, healthy cows come up out of the river and begin grazing in the marsh grass. [19] 
But then I saw seven sick-looking cows, scrawny and thin, come up after them. I’ve never seen such sorry-looking ani-
mals in all the land of Egypt. [20] These thin, scrawny cows ate the seven fat cows. [21] But afterward you wouldn’t 
have known it, for they were still as thin and scrawny as before! Then I woke up. [22] “In my dream I also saw seven 
heads of grain, full and beautiful, growing on a single stalk. [23] Then seven more heads of grain appeared, but these 
were blighted, shriveled, and withered by the east wind. [24] And the shriveled heads swallowed the seven healthy 
heads. I told these dreams to the magicians, but no one could tell me what they mean.” [25] Joseph responded, “Both 
of Pharaoh’s dreams mean the same thing. God is telling Pharaoh in advance what he is about to do. [26] The seven 
healthy cows and the seven healthy heads of grain both represent seven years of prosperity. [27] The seven thin, 
scrawny cows that came up later and the seven thin heads of grain, withered by the east wind, represent seven years 
of famine. [28] “This will happen just as I have described it, for God has revealed to Pharaoh in advance what he is 
about to do. [29] The next seven years will be a period of great prosperity throughout the land of Egypt. [30] But after-
ward there will be seven years of famine so great that all the prosperity will be forgotten in Egypt. Famine will destroy 
the land. [31] This famine will be so severe that even the memory of the good years will be erased. [32] As for having 
two similar dreams, it means that these events have been decreed by God, and he will soon make them happen. [33] 
“Therefore, Pharaoh should find an intelligent and wise man and put him in charge of the entire land of Egypt. [34] 
Then Pharaoh should appoint supervisors over the land and let them collect one-fifth of all the crops during the seven 
good years. [35] Have them gather all the food produced in the good years that are just ahead and bring it to Phar-
aoh’s storehouses. Store it away, and guard it so there will be food in the cities. [36] That way there will be enough to 
eat when the seven years of famine come to the land of Egypt. Otherwise this famine will destroy the land.” [37] Jo-
seph’s suggestions were well received by Pharaoh and his officials. [38] So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find 
anyone else like this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” [39] Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has 
revealed the meaning of the dreams to you, clearly no one else is as intelligent or wise as you are. [40] You will be in 
charge of my court, and all my people will take orders from you. Only I, sitting on my throne, will have a rank higher 
than yours.” [41] Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of Egypt.” [42] Then Pharaoh 
removed his signet ring from his hand and placed it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in fine linen clothing and hung 
a gold chain around his neck. [43] Then he had Joseph ride in the chariot reserved for his second-in-command. And 
wherever Joseph went, the command was shouted, “Kneel down!” So Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of all Egypt. [44] 
And Pharaoh said to him, “I am Pharaoh, but no one will lift a hand or foot in the entire land of Egypt without your ap-
proval.” 
 
 
1) It is important to _______________________________________________ in giving us our abilities to 

do things well. 
 

Genesis 41:16 (NLT) [16] “It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it 
means and set you at ease.” 
 

James 1:17 (NLT) [17] Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who 
created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 
 



 

2) We need to _______________________________________ of the opportunities that come before us. 
 
 
3) It is important to _______________________________________________ when we are experiencing 

success. 
 

Proverbs 16:18 (NLT) [18] Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. 
 
Proverbs 29:23 (NLT) [23] Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor. 
 
James 4:6 (NLT) [6] And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” 
 
 

4) It is important to guard against being _____________________________ from our relationship with 
God during times of success and when life is going well. 

 
Luke 8:4–8 (NLT) [4] One day Jesus told a story in the form of a parable to a large crowd that had gathered 
from many towns to hear him: [5] “A farmer went out to plant his seed. As he scattered it across his field, some 
seed fell on a footpath, where it was stepped on, and the birds ate it. [6] Other seed fell among rocks. It began 
to grow, but the plant soon wilted and died for lack of moisture. [7] Other seed fell among thorns that grew up 
with it and choked out the tender plants. [8] Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a 
crop that was a hundred times as much as had been planted!” When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone 
with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 
Luke 8:11–15 (NLT) [11] “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is God’s word. [12] The seeds that fell on 
the footpath represent those who hear the message, only to have the devil come and take it away from their 
hearts and prevent them from believing and being saved. [13] The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who 
hear the message and receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they believe for a while, then 
they fall away when they face temptation. [14] The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who hear 
the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life. And so they never grow into maturity. [15] And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, 
good-hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge harvest. 

 
 BE CAREFUL THE GOOD THINGS IN YOUR LIFE ARE NOT DISTRACTING YOU FROM WHAT IS 

MOST IMPORTANT IN LIFE. 
 

 
 

5) We should use our success to ___________________________________________________________. 
 

1 Timothy 6:17–19 (NLT) [17] Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their 
money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
[18] Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in 
need, always being ready to share with others. [19] By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a 
good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life. 

 
  
 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


