
Matthew 4:18–22 (NLT) (18) One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. (19) Jesus 
called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” (20) And they left their nets at once 
and followed him. (21) A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat with 
their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. (22) They immediately followed him, 
leaving the boat and their father behind. 
 
THREE OBSERVATIONS: 
 
1) Jesus’ invitation to follow Him is ___________________________________________________. 

 
Luke 19:1–10 (NLT) (1) Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. (2) There was a man there 
named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. (3) He tried to get 
a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. (4) So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig 
tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. (5) When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus 
and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today.” (6) 
Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. (7) But the people 
were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. (8) Meanwhile, 
Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated 
people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!” (9) Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to 
this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. (10) For the Son of Man came to 
seek and save those who are lost.” 
 
John 4:1–30 (NLT) (1) Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing and making more disciples 
than John (2) (though Jesus himself didn’t baptize them—his disciples did). (3) So he left Judea and returned 
to Galilee. (4) He had to go through Samaria on the way. (5) Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of 
Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. (6) Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the 
long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. (7) Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 
Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” (8) He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the 
village to buy some food. (9) The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with 
Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a 
drink?” (10) Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would 
ask me, and I would give you living water.” (11) “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this 
well is very deep. Where would you get this living water? (12) And besides, do you think you’re greater than 
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his 
animals enjoyed?” (13) Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. (14) But 
those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, 
giving them eternal life.” (15) “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, 
and I won’t have to come here to get water.” (16) “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. (17) “I don’t have 
a husband,” the woman replied. Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband—(18) for you have had 
five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the 
truth!” (19) “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. (20) So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that 
Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our 
ancestors worshiped?” (21) Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer 
matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. (22) You Samaritans know very little 
about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. (23) But 
the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 



The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. (24) For God is Spirit, so those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and in truth.” (25) The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is 
called Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” (26) Then Jesus told her, “I AM the 
Messiah!” (27) Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none 
of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?” (28) The woman 
left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, (29) “Come and see a man who 
told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?” (30) So the people came streaming from the 
village to see him. 

 

JESUS KNEW EXACTLY WHAT HE WAS GETTING WHEN HE CHOSE THE  
12 DISCIPLES AND YET HE CHOSE THEM ANYWAY. 

 
 
2) Jesus desires to _______________________________________ become the person He wants us to be. 

 
 

NONE OF THE 12 DISCIPLES WERE “DISCIPLE READY” WHEN JESUS INVITED 
THEM TO FOLLOW HIM. 
 
YOU HAVE NOT YET ARRIVED AT THE PLACE JESUS WANTS TO TAKE YOU IN 
YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. 

 
 
 
3) Jesus wants every follower of Jesus to become ___________________________________________. 

 
Matthew 4:19 (NLT) (19) Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for 
people!” 

 
THREE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN FISHING FOR FISH AND FISHING FOR PEOPLE: 

 
1) You need to either throw out a _____________________________________ or throw out a net. 
 
2) You have to go to where the ____________________________________________. 
 
3) You can do all the right things and __________________________________________________. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


