
John 6:1–13 (NLT) (1) After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of 
Tiberias. (2) A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed 
the sick. (3) Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around him. (4) (It was nearly time for the Jewish 
Passover celebration.) (5) Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, 
“Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” (6) He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going 
to do. (7) Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!” (8) Then 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. (9) “There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what 
good is that with this huge crowd?” (10) “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy 
slopes. (The men alone numbered about 5,000.) (11) Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed 
them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted. (12) After 
everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” (13) So they picked up 
the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 
 
 
1) Jesus wants to use the challenges we face in life to help strengthen our ________________________ 
 

 __________________________________ in Him. 
 
John 6:5–6 (NLT) (5) Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he 
asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” (6) He was testing Philip, for he already knew 
what he was going to do. 

 

Romans 8:28 (NLT) (28) And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 
 

James 1:2–4 (NLT) (2) Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. (3) For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow. (4) So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing 
nothing. 
 

James 1:12 (NLT) (12) God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will 
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 
2) Followers of Jesus need to remember that ______________________________________ than any 

challenge we face. 
 

Mark 6:30–36 (NLT) (30) The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had 
done and taught. (31) Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this 
because there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to 
eat. (32) So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone. (33) But many people recognized 
them and saw them leaving, and people from many towns ran ahead along the shore and got there ahead of 
them. (34) Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. (35) Late in the afternoon 
his disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. (36) Send the crowds 
away so they can go to the nearby farms and villages and buy something to eat.” 
 

Isaiah 55:8–9 (NLT) (8) “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far 
beyond anything you could imagine. (9) For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 



Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) (5) Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. (6) 
Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  
 

1 Samuel 17:37 (NLT) (37) The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me 
from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And may the LORD be with you!” 
 

Psalm 46:1 (NLT) (1) God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11–13 (NLT) (11) For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. (12) In those days when you pray, I will listen. (13) If you look 
for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 
 

Joshua 1:9 (NLT) (9) This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 

John 16:33 (NLT) (33) I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have 
many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” 
 

Philippians 4:13 (NLT) (13) For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 
 
 
 

3) God is able to use the best we have to offer and make it into _________________________________ 
to accomplish His purposes. 

 
 
 
4) God often works in ________________________________ when we face challenges and follow Jesus’ 

plan for our lives. 
 
 
 
5) We often miss out on God’s blessings and power because of _______________ and our  

 
unwillingness to _______________________________________. 

 
 
OUR FEAR AND NEED TO BE IN CONTROL OFTEN ENDS UP BEING A BARRIER TO 
EXPERIENCING THE GREATER THINGS GOD HAS FOR US. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


