
 
Genesis 37:1–11 (NLT) [1] So Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan, where his father had lived as a 
foreigner. [2] This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often 
tended his father’s flocks. He worked for his half brothers, the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah and Zilpah. But 
Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were doing. [3] Jacob loved Joseph more 
than any of his other children because Joseph had been born to him in his old age. So one day Jacob had a 
special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. [4] But his brothers hated Joseph because their father loved 
him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t say a kind word to him. [5] One night Joseph had a dream, and 
when he told his brothers about it, they hated him more than ever. [6] “Listen to this dream,” he said. [7] “We 
were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered 
around and bowed low before mine!” [8] His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, do you? 
Do you actually think you will reign over us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the 
way he talked about them. [9] Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, 
I have had another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!” [10] This time he 
told the dream to his father as well as to his brothers, but his father scolded him. “What kind of dream is that?” 
he asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow to the ground before you?” [11] 
But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father wondered what the dreams meant. 

 
 
1) The _____________________________________________ have a long term impact on their children 

and grandchildren. 
 
 

 DO YOU CONSIDER HOW YOUR CHOICES IMPACT YOUR CHILDREN AND 
GRANDCHILDREN? 

 
 
 
 
 
2) Parents and grandparents must guard against __________________________________________ to 

their children and grandchildren. 
 
 

Genesis 37:3–4 (NLT) [3] Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been 
born to him in his old age. So one day Jacob had a special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. [4] But his 
brothers hated Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t say a kind 
word to him. 

 
Ephesians 6:4 (NLT) [4] Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, 
bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 



3) We must be careful to not ______________________________________________ or become prideful 
about what we have and do. 

 
 

 JUST BECAUSE SOMETHING IS TRUE DOES NOT MEAN YOU NEED TO TALK 
ABOUT IT. 

 
 
 
 
 

4) It is possible to _____________________ living in a dysfunctional home and to not repeat the same 
mistakes others in your family have made. 

 
 

 COMMIT YOURSELF TO BREAK THE CYCLE OF DYSFUNCTION. 
 
 
 IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE FAITHFUL TO GOD AND EXPERIENCE THE BLESSINGS OF 

GOD EVEN THOUGH WE GREW UP IN A MESSED UP FAMILY AND HAVE BAD 
THINGS HAPPEN TO US. 

 
 
 GOD IS IN THE BUSINESS OF HELPING US DO WHAT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


