
 
ARE YOU SOMEONE WHO IS EASILY OFFENDED? 
 
ARE YOU SOMEONE WHO GETS YOUR FEELINGS HURT EASILY? 

 
TWO GENERAL OBSERVATIONS: 
 
1)  We have an _________________________________________ if we believe people will always treat 

us the right way. 
 

2 Timothy 3:1–5 (NLT) [1] You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult 
times. [2] For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at 
God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. [3] They will be unloving 
and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. [4] 
They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. [5] They 
will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that! 
 

1 Peter 4:12–16 (NLT) [12] Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if 
something strange were happening to you. [13] Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with 
Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the 
world. [14] If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed, for the glorious Spirit 
of God rests upon you. [15] If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or 
prying into other people’s affairs. [16] But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the 
privilege of being called by his name! 

 
WHY WOULD WE EXPECT TO BE TREATED ANY DIFFERENT THAN JESUS? 
 

2)  Making everything personal and being easily offended is a result of __________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________. 
 

Luke 9:23–24 (NLT) [23] Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up 
your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. [24] If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But 
if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 

 
THREE THINGS TO DO WHEN OTHERS WRONG US: 
 
1) We need to act with ___________________________________________ toward those who hurt or 

offend us. 
 
HURT PEOPLE HURT PEOPLE. 

Colossians 3:13 (NLT) [13] Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.\ 
 

1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) [8] Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a 
multitude of sins. 
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Ephesians 4:2 (NLT) [2] Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each 
other’s faults because of your love. 

 
2) We need to evaluate our actions and value against what ____________________________________ 

instead of what others think or say about us. 
 

1 Corinthians 4:1–4 (NLT) [1] So look at Apollos and me as mere servants of Christ who have been put in 
charge of explaining God’s mysteries. [2] Now, a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful. [3] 
As for me, it matters very little how I might be evaluated by you or by any human authority. I don’t even 
trust my own judgment on this point. [4] My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I’m right. It is the Lord 
himself who will examine me and decide. 
 

Psalm 139:23–24 (NLT) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
[24] Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life. 

 
3) We need to ________________________________ who have sinned against us in the same way God 

forgives us. 
 

Colossians 3:13 (NLT) [13] Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 
 

Matthew 18:21–22 (NLT) [21] Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone 
who sins against me? Seven times?” [22] “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! 
 

Matthew 6:14–15 (NLT) [14] “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
[15] But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 

Ephesians 4:31–32 (NLT) [31] Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all 
types of evil behavior. [32] Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God 
through Christ has forgiven you. 
 

FOUR STATEMENTS TO TELL YOURSELF REGULARLY 

 What matters most is what God thinks of me. 

 Hurt people hurt people.  Forgiven people forgive people. 

 I need to have a thick skin and a soft heart. 

 God took care of Jesus and rewarded Him.  God will take care of me  
and reward me if I will respond the right way. 

 
Hebrews 12:1–4 (NLT) [1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, 
let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us. [2] We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates 
and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated 
in the place of honor beside God’s throne. [3] Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you 
won’t become weary and give up. [4] After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 
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