
Matthew 18:21–35 (NLT) (21) Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins 
against me? Seven times?” (22) “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! (23) “Therefore, the 
Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had 
borrowed money from him. (24) In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 
(25) He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he 
owned—to pay the debt. (26) “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, 
and I will pay it all.’ (27) Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. (28) 
“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him 
by the throat and demanded instant payment. (29) “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little 
more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. (30) But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man 
arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. (31) “When some of the other servants saw this, they 
were very upset. They went to the king and told him everything that had happened. (32) Then the king called in the 
man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 
(33) Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ (34) Then the angry king sent the 
man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. (35) “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if 
you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.” 
 
FIVE BIBLICAL TRUTHS: 
 
1) God _______________________________________________ others when they request forgiveness. 

 

Matthew 6:14–15 (NLT) (14) “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
(15) But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 

Colossians 3:12–13 (NLT) (12) Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. (13) Make allowance for 
each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. 
 

Luke 17:3–10 (NLT) (3) So watch yourselves! “If another believer sins, rebuke that person; then if there is 
repentance, forgive. (4) Even if that person wrongs you seven times a day and each time turns again and asks 
forgiveness, you must forgive.” (5) The apostles said to the Lord, “Show us how to increase our faith.” (6) The 
Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘May you 
be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you! (7) “When a servant comes in from plowing or 
taking care of sheep, does his master say, ‘Come in and eat with me’? (8) No, he says, ‘Prepare my meal, put on 
your apron, and serve me while I eat. Then you can eat later.’ (9) And does the master thank the servant for 
doing what he was told to do? Of course not. (10) In the same way, when you obey me you should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’ ” 

 
2) We are to forgive others the _______________________________________________ us. 

 

Ephesians 4:31–32 (NLT) (31) Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all 
types of evil behavior. (32) Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God 
through Christ has forgiven you. 

 

Psalm 86:5 (NLT) (5) O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for 
your help. 

 



Psalm 103:8–12 (NLT) (8) The LORD is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing 
love. (9) He will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. (10) He does not punish us for all our sins; he 
does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. (11) For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as 
the height of the heavens above the earth. (12) He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the 
west. 
 

Psalm 130:3–4 (NLT) (3) LORD, if you kept a record of our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? (4) But you offer 
forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you. 
 

Hebrews 10:17 (NLT) (17) Then he says, “I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds.” 
 

1 John 1:9 (NLT) (9) But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all wickedness. 

 

Seven Things About God’s Forgiveness:  
 God is ready to forgive and doesn’t do it reluctantly – He doesn’t have an attitude that He is to forgive because He 

has to do it.  
 God is compassionate, merciful, and filled with love toward us.  
 God doesn’t give us what we deserve.  
 God doesn’t constantly accuse us and keep throwing things up in our face after He forgives us.  
 God doesn’t deal with us harshly or punish us for all our sins.  
 God chooses to not dwell on our sins and He removes them from His mind as far as the east is from the west.  
 God forgives us every time we ask Him to forgive regardless of how “big” the sin or how often we have sinned 

against Him.  
 
3) Biblical forgiveness is an ___________________________________________________. 
 

When You Forgive Someone...  
 You are choosing to not give them what they deserve or treat them like they deserve to be treated.  
 You are choosing to not bring up the wrong or sin again to them.  
 You are choosing to act in a loving way toward them by not being ignorant or hateful when you are around them.  
 You are choosing to not tell others (gossip) about what happened.  
 You are choosing to move forward in the relationship instead of focusing on the past sin or wrong that was com-

mitted against you.  
 
4) Forgiving others does not necessarily mean the _____________________________________________ 

for the wrong done. 
 

Romans 12:17–21 (NLT) (17) Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see 
you are honorable. (18) Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. (19) Dear friends, never take revenge. 
Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the 
LORD. (20) Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In 
doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” (21) Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil 
by doing good. 

 

5) Choose to forgive others because you are forgiven by God instead of focusing on whether the  

other person ______________________________________________. 
 

                           I will choose to forgive _________________________because God has forgiven me. 
 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


