
Mark 1:16–20 (NLT) [16] One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. [17] Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow 
me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” [18] And they left their nets at once and followed him. [19] A little 
farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and John, in a boat repairing their nets. [20] He called them at 
once, and they also followed him, leaving their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men. 
 
Mark 8:34–35 (NLT) [34] Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 
you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. [35] If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose 
it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 
 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING JESUS? 
 
FOLLOWING JESUS IS A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH! 

 
 
Luke 8:40–42 (NLT) [40] On the other side of the lake the crowds welcomed Jesus, because they had been waiting for 
him. [41] Then a man named Jairus, a leader of the local synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to 
come home with him. [42] His only daughter, who was about twelve years old, was dying. As Jesus went with him, he 
was surrounded by the crowds. 
 
Luke 8:49–55 (NLT) [49] While he was still speaking to her, a messenger arrived from the home of Jairus, the leader of 
the synagogue. He told him, “Your daughter is dead. There’s no use troubling the Teacher now.” [50] But when Jesus 
heard what had happened, he said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith, and she will be healed.” [51] When they 
arrived at the house, Jesus wouldn’t let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, James, and the little girl’s father and 
mother. [52] The house was filled with people weeping and wailing, but he said, “Stop the weeping! She isn’t dead; 
she’s only asleep.” [53] But the crowd laughed at him because they all knew she had died. [54] Then Jesus took her by 
the hand and said in a loud voice, “My child, get up!” [55] And at that moment her life returned, and she immediately 
stood up! Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 
 
John 11:21–44 (NLT) [21] Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died. [22] 
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” [23] Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” [24] 
“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.” [25] Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. [26] Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will 
never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” [27] “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.” [28] Then she returned to Mary. She called 
Mary aside from the mourners and told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” [29] So Mary immediately 
went to him. [30] Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him. [31] When the people who 
were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So 
they followed her there. [32] When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” [33] When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a 
deep anger welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled. [34] “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They 
told him, “Lord, come and see.” [35] Then Jesus wept. [36] The people who were standing nearby said, “See how much 
he loved him!” [37] But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” [38] 
Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance. [39] “Roll the stone aside,” 
Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will be 
terrible.” [40] Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” [41] So they rolled the 
stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. [42] You always hear me, but 
I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” [43] Then Jesus 
shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” [44] And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face 
wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!” 



Luke 24:1–12 (NLT) [1] But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
prepared. [2] They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. [3] So they went in, but they didn’t 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. [4] As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in 
dazzling robes. [5] The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are 
you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? [6] He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he 
told you back in Galilee, [7] that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and 
that he would rise again on the third day.” [8] Then they remembered that he had said this. [9] So they rushed back 
from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had happened. [10] It was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles what had happened. [11] But the 
story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. [12] However, Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb 
to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he went home again, wondering what had 
happened. 
 
FOUR TRUTHS:  
 
1)  Following Jesus gives you __________________________________________ what Jesus taught and 

promised. 
 
Mark 10:33–34 (NLT) [33] “Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die and hand him 
over to the Romans. [34] They will mock him, spit on him, flog him with a whip, and kill him, but after three 
days he will rise again.” 

 

 
2)  Following Jesus helps you to not ___________________________________. 

 
John 11:25–26 (NLT) [25] Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will 
live, even after dying. [26] Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, 
Martha?” 

 

 
3) Following Jesus makes it possible for us to spend our _______________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________. 
 
John 14:1–6 (NLT) [1] “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. [2] There is more 
than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 
place for you? [3] When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I 
am. [4] And you know the way to where I am going.” [5] “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no 
idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?” [6] Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 
 

BECOMING A FOLLOWER OF JESUS INVOLVES: 
1)  Believing in Jesus 
2)  Repenting and Confessing Sins 
3)  Surrendering Your Life Daily to Jesus 
4)  Go Public With Your Decision to Follow Jesus 

 
 
4) Following Jesus helps you to have _______________________________________________________. 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


