
FOUR REASONS:  
 
1)  God gives people the _________________________________ to make their own choices. 
 
 
 
 
2)  We are often caught up in the _____________________________________________________ and 

our own sin. 
 

 
 

 
3) God _______________________________________________________ and is protecting us from bad 

and/or helping us to receive something better. 
 
 
 
 
4) Our request would get in the way of God accomplishing ____________________________________. 

 
Mark 10:32–34 (NLT) [32] They were now on the way up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. 
The disciples were filled with awe, and the people following behind were overwhelmed with fear. Taking the 
twelve disciples aside, Jesus once more began to describe everything that was about to happen to him. [33] 
“Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests 
and the teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die and hand him over to the Romans. [34] They 
will mock him, spit on him, flog him with a whip, and kill him, but after three days he will rise again.” 
 
Mark 11:1–10 (NLT) [1] As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of 
Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. [2] “Go into that village over 
there,” he told them. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. [3] If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
return it soon.’ ” [4] The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside the front door. 
[5] As they were untying it, some bystanders demanded, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” [6] They said 
what Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it. [7] Then they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. [8] Many in the crowd spread their garments on the road 
ahead of him, and others spread leafy branches they had cut in the fields. [9] Jesus was in the center of the 
procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God! Blessings on the one who comes in the 
name of the LORD! [10] Blessings on the coming Kingdom of our ancestor David! Praise God in highest heaven!” 
 
Mark 14:1–2 (NLT) [1] It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The leading 
priests and the teachers of religious law were still looking for an opportunity to capture Jesus secretly and kill 
him. [2] “But not during the Passover celebration,” they agreed, “or the people may riot.” 
 
Mark 14:10–11 (NLT) [10] Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests to 
arrange to betray Jesus to them. [11] They were delighted when they heard why he had come, and they 
promised to give him money. So he began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
 



Mark 14:32–36 (NLT) [32] They went to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and Jesus said, “Sit here while I go 
and pray.” [33] He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he became deeply troubled and distressed. [34] 
He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” [35] He 
went on a little farther and fell to the ground. He prayed that, if it were possible, the awful hour awaiting him 
might pass him by. [36] “Abba, Father,” he cried out, “everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of 
suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 

 
2 Corinthians 12:8–10 (NLT) [8] Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. [9] Each time he said, 
“My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. [10] That’s why I take pleasure in my 
weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 

 
 

 
 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


