
NEWS & EVENTS  

MARCH 26, 2023 

Join us as we read through the book of ROMANS.  The Daily 
Bible Reading Plan is available on the OC App and at face-
book.com/groups/ocdevotionals (click on “join” to have it ap-
pear on your newsfeed).  If you have notifications turned on in 
the OC APP for “Bible Reading Plan/Devotions,” you will get a 
daily reminder at 7:00 a.m. with a link to the day’s Bible read-
ing.  You can also download a copy of the Bible Reading Plan 
each week at www.otterbeinchurch.org/bible-reading-plans. 

 

EASTER OUTREACH MEAL 
We are providing Easter meals to people in our community 
who are struggling financially.  People can choose a bag of 
food that includes ham, potatoes, dinner rolls, corn, green 
beans, macaroni and cheese, fruit, butter, and cookies OR they 
can request individually packaged meals that can be heated up 
in a microwave. 
 

Here are ways that you can be involved in helping our church 
serve our community in Jesus’ name: 

1)  Donate $35 for the purchase of everything included in 
the Easter Meal bag which will feed an entire family. 

2) Donate $12 for the purchase of a single-serve meal. 
 

NOTE: The cookie bakers have responded and our volunteer 
roster is full— THANK YOU! If you would like to donate, sign up 
at Connection Point, ocregister.org, or on the OC App.  
 
EASTER EGG HUNT—SATURDAY, APRIL 1 
We will hold our annual Easter Egg Hunt at the Otterbein Rec-
reation Park (13375 Welty Road) on Saturday, Apr. 1 at 11:00 
a.m. (NOTE: This is the week before Easter). The hunt is for chil-
dren Grade 5 and under. This year we will have 18,000 eggs. Be 
sure to invite some friends out to the park! We have an e-card 
that you can access from the OC App or otterbeinchurch.org. 
 
PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND—APRIL 1-2 
Join us on Palm Sunday weekend for a special Easter celebra-
tion that will include our adult choir, worship team, children’s 
dance ministry, and a message by Pastor Mike. The Saturday 
evening service begins at 6:30 p.m. Children’s ministry is availa-
ble for children birth-preschool. We will have our regular 
schedule on Sunday morning— 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. In-
vite a friend using the e-cards on the OC App or at otterbein-
church.org. 
 
COMMUNION SERVICE—THURSDAY, APRIL 6 
On Thursday, April 6, we will have two communion services 
(6:00 & 7:30 p.m.) in the Worship Center. Nursery and preschool 
ministries will be provided at 6:00 p.m. Both services are identi-
cal and will last approximately 60 minutes. The service will in-
clude an intimate time of worship and reflection as we focus 
on Jesus’ death and share communion. 
 
EASTER WEEKEND—APRIL 8-9 
We will have a Saturday evening service on Easter weekend at 
6:30 p.m. to make room for additional guests who will join us 
as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Children’s ministries will be 
available on Saturday evening for children from birth—to pre-
school. We will have our regular schedule on Sunday morn-
ing— 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday, April 9. In-
vite a friend using the e-cards on the OC App or at otterbein-
church.org. 
 

 SERVE OPPORTUNITIES 
WORSHIP CENTER GREETERS Otterbein is growing and we 
are starting a new ministry team that helps seat people at the 
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services. We are seeking some 
friendly people who enjoy meeting others and who find joy in 
serving people. You will serve at one of the services two times 
a month. If you would like to be involved, sign up at Connec-
tion Point, ocregister.org, or on the OC App. Questions can be 
directed to Pastor Mark. 
 

SHEPHERD’S SPRING RETREAT CENTER | APRIL 22 
Join a group from Otterbein in serving at Shepherd’s Spring 
Retreat Center (Sharpsburg, MD) with clean-up and small pro-
jects to get ready for the summer schedule. We plan to work 
on Saturday, April 22, from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. (or as long 
as you'd like to stay). Lunch will be provided, but please RSVP 
so that the retreat center can properly prepare. If you’d like to 
rideshare, we are planning to leave from the church parking lot 
(near the office end of the Worship Center) at 7:15 a.m. It’ll be a 
great day of fellowship and service. Contact Pastor Dirk 
(dirk.small@otterbeinchurch.org  or 717-762-7147 Ext. 233)  if 
you'd like to help! 

FAITH BUILDERS DAY CARE IS HIRING A DIRECTOR OF 
STAFFING, CURRICULUM AND FAMILY RELATIONS 
Faith Builders Day Care is growing and we are adding an addi-
tional person to our administrative team to work alongside our 
Executive Director. The ideal candidate enjoys teaching and 
working with preschool and early elementary age children; has 
experience leading, encouraging, and overseeing staff; is a 
team player; is a committed follower of Jesus Christ who is pas-
sionate about helping children learn about Jesus and Biblical 
teachings; has an outgoing personality; and enjoys engaging 
with the parents whose children attend the Day Care. Interest-
ed persons can review the job description and learn more 
about the position at www.faithbuildersdaycare.org/careers-2.  
 

 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

FIND US ON  *SIGN UP, REGISTER, AND LEARN MORE ABOUT EVENTS  
AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ON THE OC APP,  

OCREGISTER.ORG, OR AT CONNECTION POINT IN THE LOBBY.  



Luke 15:1–3 (NLT) (1) Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. (2) This made the 
Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with 
them! (3) So Jesus told them this story: 
 
Luke 15:11–32 (NLT) (11) To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. (12) The 
younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his 
wealth between his sons. (13) “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant 
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. (14) About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept 
over the land, and he began to starve. (15) He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his 
fields to feed the pigs. (16) The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked 
good to him. But no one gave him anything. (17) “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home 
even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! (18) I will go home to my father 
and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, (19) and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. 
Please take me on as a hired servant.” ’ (20) “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. (21) His 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your 
son.’ (22) “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for 
his finger and sandals for his feet. (23) And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, (24) for 
this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began. (25) 
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in the 
house, (26) and he asked one of the servants what was going on. (27) ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your 
father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ (28) “The older brother was angry and 
wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, (29) but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never 
once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a 
feast with my friends. (30) Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ (31) “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and 
everything I have is yours. (32) We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to 
life! He was lost, but now he is found!’ ” 
 
FIVE LESSONS: 
 

1) God wants us to have ______________________________________________ to those who make bad 
choices and to those who are not yet followers of Jesus. 

 
 
   JESUS DOESN’T WANT US TO ACT LIKE THE OLDER BROTHER! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Doing your own thing and blowing off God’s plan and the counsel of those who love you results in  
 
 ___________________________ and causes all kinds of ___________________________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) People often must __________________________________ before they will make changes. 
 

 

LOVING A PERSON SOMETIMES MEANS ALLOWING THEM TO HIT BOTTOM. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
4) It is never _______________________________________________________ and make things right 

with God and others. 
 
Luke 15:21 (NLT) (21) His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no 
longer worthy of being called your son.’ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5) God _______________________________________________ and welcomes us back when we repent 
and desire a relationship with Him. 

 
1 John 4:9–10 (NLT) (9) God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world 
so that we might have eternal life through him. (10) This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 
 

THE GOD WHO LOVES YOU IS THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES! 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


