
Matthew 6:5–13 (NLT) [5] “When you pray, don’t be 
like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell 
you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. [6] But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind 
you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. [7] “When you pray, don’t 
babble on and on as the Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and 
again. [8] Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him! [9] Pray like this: Our 
Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. [10] May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. [11] Give us today the food we need, [12] and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. 
[13] And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one. 
 
Luke 11:1–4 (NLT) [1] Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples came to him and said, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” [2] Jesus said, “This is how you should pray: “Father, may your 
name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. [3] Give us each day the food we need, [4] and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And don’t let us yield to temptation.” 

 
FIVE REASONS PRAYER IS A BIG DEAL: 

 
1)  Prayer communicates to God ______________________________________________________. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (NLT) [16] Always be joyful. [17] Never stop praying. [18] Be thankful in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
 
Romans 12:12 (NLT) [12] Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 
 
Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) [18] Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers 
for all believers everywhere. 
 
Philippians 4:6 (NLT) [6] Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done. 
 
John 14:15 (NLT) [15] “If you love me, obey my commandments. 

 
 
 

 
2)  Prayer __________________________________________________ and helps us grow closer to Him. 

 
John 15:1–7 (NLT) [1] “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. [2] He cuts off every branch of mine that 
doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. [3] You have already 
been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch 
cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. [5] “Yes, I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing. [6] Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are 
gathered into a pile to be burned. [7] But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything 
you want, and it will be granted! 

 
 

 
 
 
 



3) Prayer ___________________________________ and gives us a different perspective about the 
things happening in our lives. 

 
Philippians 4:6–7 (NLT) [6] Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 
thank him for all he has done. [7] Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His 
peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Peter 5:7 (NLT) [7] Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you. 
 

 
 
4) Prayer _________________________________________________ and accomplishes things beyond 

our human ability. 
 
Exodus 32:14 (NLT) [14] So the LORD changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to bring on his 
people. 
 
Joshua 10:12–14 (NLT) [12] On the day the LORD gave the Israelites victory over the Amorites, Joshua prayed to the LORD 
in front of all the people of Israel. He said, “Let the sun stand still over Gibeon, and the moon over the valley of 
Aijalon.” [13] So the sun stood still and the moon stayed in place until the nation of Israel had defeated its enemies. Is this 
event not recorded in The Book of Jashar? The sun stayed in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a normal day. 
[14] There has never been a day like this one before or since, when the LORD answered such a prayer. Surely the LORD 
fought for Israel that day! 
 
Acts 12:5–12 (NLT) [5] But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him. [6] The night before Peter 
was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers. Others stood guard at the prison 
gate. [7] Suddenly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The angel struck him 
on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And the chains fell off his wrists. [8] Then the angel told him, “Get 
dressed and put on your sandals.” And he did. “Now put on your coat and follow me,” the angel ordered. [9] So Peter left 
the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was a vision. He didn’t realize it was actually happening. [10] 
They passed the first and second guard posts and came to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for them all 
by itself. So they passed through and started walking down the street, and then the angel suddenly left him. [11] Peter 
finally came to his senses. “It’s really true!” he said. “The Lord has sent his angel and saved me from Herod and from what 
the Jewish leaders had planned to do to me!” [12] When he realized this, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of 
John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. 

 
 
 
5) Prayer communicates to God that we ____________________________ and want Him in our life. 
 

 

 
HOW IS YOUR PRAYER LIFE? 
 
PRAYER IS ABOUT SO MUCH MORE THAN SIMPLY GETTING THINGS FROM GOD! 
 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


