
Exodus 34:5–7 (ESV) [5] YHWH descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name YHWH. 
[6] YHWH passed before him and proclaimed, “YHWH, YHWH, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, [7] keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and 
the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 
 
 Covenant Relationship: “I will be their God and they shall be my people.” 
 
Genesis 17:7–8 (ESV) [7] And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. [8] And I 
will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession, and I will be their God.” 
 

Jeremiah 31:31–34 (ESV) [31] “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. [34] And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more.” 
 
 

BIG STORY OF THE BIBLE (METANARRATIVE): 
 

 Creation (Genesis 1-2) 
 Fall (Genesis 3) 
 Redemption (Genesis 3-Revelation 20) 

 Redemption Initiated (Genesis 3-Malachi) 
 Redemption Accomplished (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) 
 Redemption Proclaimed—Church’s Mission (Acts-Revelation 20) 

 Restoration/Culmination/Re-Creation (Revelation 21-22) 
 

2 Timothy 3:14–17 (ESV) [14] But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it [15] and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, [17] that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 
 

Matthew 5:17–19 (ESV) [17] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. [18] For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished. [19] Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

BOOK OF HEBREWS: 
 

 Superior Sabbath 
 Superior Sacrifice 
 Superior Priest 
 Superior Covenant 

 



Luke 24:25–27 (ESV) [25] And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! [26] Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” [27] And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:1–4 (ESV) [1] Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, [2] and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain.  
 

[3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
 

Genesis 12:1–3 (ESV) [1] Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. [2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

1 Timothy 5:18 (ESV) [18] For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” 
 

1 Corinthians 9:8–10 (ESV) [8] Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? [9] For it is 
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is 
concerned? [10] Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should 
plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR READING THE OLD TESTAMENT: 
 

 Canonical 
 Chronological 
 Contextual 

 

 Read with Key Questions in Mind 
 What am I to learn about God? 
 Who are we? 
 What does God expect from us? 
 What should we expect from Him? 
 
“The Old Testament is giving us much more than just the history of Israel. The purpose 
of these stories is theological—that is, God is using them to teach us theology. Again, 
this does not deny the historicity of the texts, and the term theological history is an  
accurate classification.”                     (Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 334)  
 

ONLINE RESOURCES: 
 Bible.org 
 BibleProject.com 
 StepBible.org 

 

OTHER  RESOURCES: 
 Bartholomew, Craig G., and Michael W. Goheen. The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story. 2nd ed. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2014. [Beginner] 
 Duvall, J. Scott, and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-on Approach to Reading, Interpreting, and Applying 

the Bible. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012. [Beginner]  .  
 DeRouchie, Jason S. How to Understand and Apply the Old Testament: Twelve Steps from Exegesis to Theology. Phillips-

burg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2017. [Lists ten reasons for studying and applying the Old Testament on pages 6–10]  
[Beginner–Advanced] 

 Strawn, Brent A. The Old Testament is Dying: A Diagnosis and Recommended Treatment. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2017. 
[Advanced] 
 


