
Luke 8:4–15 (NLT) [4] One day Jesus told a story in the form of a parable to a large crowd that had gathered from many towns to hear him: [5] “A farmer went 
out to plant his seed. As he scattered it across his field, some seed fell on a footpath, where it was stepped on, and the birds ate it. [6] Other seed fell among 
rocks. It began to grow, but the plant soon wilted and died for lack of moisture. [7] Other seed fell among thorns that grew up with it and choked out the tender 
plants. [8] Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a crop that was a hundred times as much as had been planted!” When he had said this, 
he called out, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
 
[9] His disciples asked him what this parable meant. [10] He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables to 
teach the others so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t really see. When they hear, they won’t understand.’ [11] “This is the 
meaning of the parable: The seed is God’s word. [12] The seeds that fell on the footpath represent those who hear the message, only to have the devil come and 
take it away from their hearts and prevent them from believing and being saved. [13] The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who hear the message and 
receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they believe for a while, then they fall away when they face temptation. [14] The seeds 
that fell among the thorns represent those who hear the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life. And so they never grow into maturity. [15] And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, 
and patiently produce a huge harvest. 
 
 

TWO OBSERVATIONS: 
 

1) Both Calvinism and Arminianism are attempts to explain things about God and His relationship with  
 

 mankind that we ____________________________________________________________. 
 
2) God wants us to ____________________________________________ the same way regardless of whether we 

align with Calvinism or Arminianism. 

CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM COMPARISON 
CALVINISM ARMINIANISM 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY.  Man is completely touched/affected by sin in 
all that he is (in nature he is completely fallen) but is not as bad as 
he could be (in action, i.e., not all murder, etc.). Furthermore, this 
total depravity means that the unregenerate will not, of their own 
sinful free will, choose to receive Christ. 

FREE WILL.  Man is totally affected by sin in all 
that he is, but with the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit, the unbeliever is capable of freely choos-
ing God. 

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION.  God elects a person based upon 
nothing in that person because there is nothing in him that would 
make him worthy of being chosen; rather, God’s election is based 
on what is in God. God chose us because he decided to bestow his 
love and grace upon us, not because we are worthy, in and of our-
selves, of being saved. 

CONDITIONAL ELECTION.  Election to salva-
tion is conditioned upon God’s foreseen faith 
in the person. 

LIMITED ATONEMENT.  Christ bore the sin only of the elect, not 
everyone who ever lived. 

UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT.  Jesus bore the sin 
of all people, the elect and the non-elect. 

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE.  The act of God making the person willing to 
receive him. It does not mean that a person cannot resist God’s 
will.  It means that when God moves to save/regenerate a person, 
the sinner cannot successfully resist God’s movement and he will 
be regenerated. 

RESISTIBLE GRACE.  The sinner can success-
fully resist the grace of God and not be regen-
erated when God convicts that person. 

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.  We are so secure in Christ that 
we cannot fall away. 

FALLING FROM GRACE.  It is possible to fall 
away from the faith and lose one’s salvation. 

Chart taken from CARM website (https://carm.org/tables-and-charts/calvinism-arminianism-comparison-table/) 



FIVE TRUTHS: 
 
1) We need to choose to believe that ______________________________________________ and our sin separates 

us from God and results in eternal life in hell unless we choose to become a follower of Jesus. 
 

Romans 3:10 (NLT) [10] As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous— not even one. 
 

Romans 3:23 (NLT) [23] For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
 

Romans 5:12 (NLT) [12] When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 
 

Romans 6:23 (NLT) [23] For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
2) We need to believe salvation is a _______________________________________ that is made possible through 

Jesus’ shed blood on the cross. 
 

Romans 3:23–28 (NLT) [23] For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. [24] Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his 
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. [25] For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and 
did not punish those who sinned in times past, [26] for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus. [27] Can we boast, then, that 
we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. [28] So we are made right with 
God through faith and not by obeying the law. 
 

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NLT) [8] God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. [9] Salvation is not a 
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 
 

John 3:16 (NLT) [16] “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 

Romans 10:9–10 (NLT) [9] If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it 
is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 

 
3) After becoming a Christian, we should strive to ________________________________________ and mature in 

our faith as an expression of obedience to God and in response to our salvation. 
 
4) We should do our part to ________________________________________________ and how to have a personal 

relationship with Him.  
 

Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) [18] Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. [19] Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. [20] Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17–21 (NLT) [17] This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! [18] 
And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. [19] For God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. [20] So 
we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” [21] For God made Christ, who 
never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

 
5) We should choose to believe God is _______________________________ of all things and will ______________ 
 everything that happens in our life for our good and His purposes. 

 

Romans 8:28–29 (NLT) [28] And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them. [29] For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. 
 
 

2 Timothy 2:10–14 (NLT) [10] So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen. [11] 
This is a trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live with him. [12] If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. If we deny him, he will deny 
us. [13] If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is. [14] Remind everyone about these things, and command them in God’s 
presence to stop fighting over words. Such arguments are useless, and they can ruin those who hear them. 
 


