
 

THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE CHURCH WHEN THE CHURCH IS ALL JESUS MEANT 
FOR IT TO BE AND DO. 

 
 
TWO MAIN THOUGHTS: 
 
1) Jesus wants His Church to communicate __________________________________________________. 

 

John 14:6 (NLT) (6) Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 
 

John 8:31–32 (NLT) (31) Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you 
remain faithful to my teachings. (32) And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 

John 8:44 (NLT) (44) For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he 
does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 

2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NLT) (3) For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching 
ears want to hear. (4) They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 
 
 

THREE SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE THE CHURCH NEEDS TO STAND UP FOR TRUTH: 
 

a) We need to communicate clearly that a _______________________________________________ is the 
only way to have a relationship with God and enter into heaven. 

 
 
b) We need to communicate clearly that the Bible is the ________________________________________ 
 given to us so we can know who God is and His plan for our lives. 
 
 
c) We need to communicate that what God says is a _______________________________________ and 

there are consequences that result in not responding appropriately to sin. 
 
Galatians 5:19–21 (NLT) (19) When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, (20) idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, (21) envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let 
me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

 
IF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST WILL NOT STAND UP FOR TRUTH, WHO WILL? 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT WE STAND UP FOR TRUTH THE RIGHT WAY. 

 
 

 



2) Jesus wants His church to ___________________________________________ to people inside and 
outside the Church. 

 

Matthew 9:9–13 (NLT) (9) As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him. (10) 
Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and 
other disreputable sinners. (11) But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your 
teacher eat with such scum?” (12) When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 
people do.” (13) Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, 
not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they 
are sinners.” 
 
IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE CHURCH TO COMMUNICATE BOTH TRUTH AND GRACE! 
 

 

FOUR THINGS A GRACE-GIVING CHURCH DOES: 
 

a) A grace-giving Church _______________________________________________________________. 
 

Matthew 5:43–48 (NLT) (43) “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 
(44) But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! (45) In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on 
the just and the unjust alike. (46) If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even 
corrupt tax collectors do that much. (47) If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from 
anyone else? Even pagans do that. (48) But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 

John 13:35 (NLT) (35) Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
 

 
b) A grace-giving Church _______________________________________________ and is compassionate 

towards people who are not yet followers of Jesus. 
 

Matthew 9:36 (NLT) (36) When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
JESUS MODELED FOR US HOW TO SPEAK THE TRUTH AND BE COMPASSIONATE AT 
THE SAME TIME. 
 
 

c) A grace-giving Church allows people to get a _________________________________ and doesn’t 
hold a person’s past against them. 

 

 
d) A grace-giving Church doesn’t expect people to follow a _____________________________________ 

or agree with personal convictions in areas not clearly taught in the Bible. 
 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST CAN ONLY BE THE CHURCH JESUS WANTS IT TO BE 
IF IT SPEAKS TRUTH AND EXPRESSES GRACE TO PEOPLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


